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(No. 1) Government. . oo oe 444 
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SPAIN. 
1869 1869 
46. The Earl of Clarendon to Sir-J. Crampton .. | Jan. as Proceedings at Fernando Po at news 
* (No. 2) of Spanish revolution . .. 46° 
47. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ffrench +| July 7 ee Arrival at Fernando Po of 250 
(No. 1) political prisoners from Cuba .. 46 
48. ” os 2| .. | Leave given by Governor of Fer- 
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62. ‘s 24 Feb. 8] Mar. 25] As to raising blockade of Slave 
Trade squadron 64 
63. 4 ‘ Feb. 12] Apr. 1] Punishment of Congo pirates 64 
64. » ie Feb. 16 | Mar. 20 Preparations for the Niger expedi- 
tion 67 
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73. The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ham-| July 3] July 5] As to employment of a vessel on the 
mond annual Niger Expedition 73 
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mon i 
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I11. Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of | Jan. 28| Mar. 18] Proposes visiting south of Loanda 109 
Clarendon (No. 2) 
112. The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner | Mar. 22 ez Approves above 119 
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(No. 4) guese Government abolishing 
slavery 116 
119. Mr. Hammond to Commissioner Vredenburg | Aug. 16 ee Any foundation in reports of slave- 
(No. 10) landings in Cuba? .. 118 
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AFRICA. (Consular) —Bight of Biafra. 





No. 1. 


Acting Consul Wilson to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 1, 1869.) 
My Lord,. Fernando Po, November 28, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that by the steamer “ Calabar,” 
which arrived here on the 7th instant, the newspapers and private letters brought us 
intelligence of a rising in Spain, and the information that a provisional Government had 
been formed at Madrid. 

Two nights afterwards, the officers, marines, and sailors on board the gun-boat and 
guard-ship lying in harbour here “pronounced” in favour of the new Government, and 
when the captains gave in to the situation, shouts of “Viva Espafia!” “ Viva la 
Tiverton ! were heard, and immediately responded to by the soldiers and civilians on 

ore. 

The Governor and officers of the troops followed the example of the navy, and the 
matter seemed to be arranged at once. 

On 10th November I received from the Governor an announcement, of which I have 
the honour to inclose a copy, informing me that a change of Government had taken place 
in Spain, and that he, and the officers of the army and navy, and all the Spanish subjects 
hone, had proclaimed their adhesion to the provisional Government now established in 
heir country. 

I also received a letter from the Governor on the same day, of which I have the 
honour to hand your Lordship a translated copy, and also a copy of my reply, which I 
hope Phas Lordship will approve. ; 

the 12th instant, in celebration of the Revolution, there were displays of 
(principally Spanish) on all the public buildings, and nearly all the private houses, and 
vessels were decorated with all their bunting. s 


4n illumination followed at night. : 
Allis quiet. és ie 
; Thave,&c. ; 


(Signed) 





Cuass A. [170] Pe RE ae Chee ee 


2 AFRICA. | (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 


; Notice. 
(Translation.) 
Inhabitants of this Colony, 
THE Governor who subscribes, the army, the navy, the employés in every branch of 
the Service, and the Spanish merchants, all adhere to the new order of things established. 
in our Peninsula. 
Viva Espafia! Viva el Orden! 
Santa Isabel, November 9, 1868. 
(Signed) JOAQUIN DE SOUZA. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 
The Governor-General of Fernando Po to Acting Consul Wilson. 


(Tranalation.) Santa Isabel, November 10, 1868. 

IN order to solemnize, in compliance with Spanish laws, the rising which (with as 
much valour as heroism) our brothers in the Peninsula and the adjacent islands have just 
effected, I have ordered that on Thursday the 12th current, the “ Te Deum” shall be sung 
in token of thanks to the Almighty for the termination of so important a work without 
. <— terrible spilling of blood than that which was so lamentably shed on the field of 

colea. 

At 12 o’clock of the same day, the buildings shall be decorated, and at night they 
shall be illuminated. . 

This is communicated for your information. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAQUIN DE SOUZA. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Governor-General of Fernando Po. 


Your Excellency, fernando Po, November 12, 1868. 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter of 10th instant, 
intimating a change of Government in Spain, and that the eyent will be celebrated here 
to-day, and the town will be illuminated at night. ; 

I shall be very happy to take part in this celebration, but, being yet without any 
Official notice of the eas from. the British Government, nothing, that I do can be 
ogame as done officially, but as, yielded with very much pleasure to your Excellency’s 

esire. 

I join your Excellency in thanking Providence that in passing through the late crisis, 
Spain has seen so little bloodshed, and I cordially join in the hope that that country in 
the — may enjoy all the happiness and prosperity of which it is so capable and so 
worthy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK WILSON. 





No. 2. 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 15.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, January 12, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to hand  eeoal Lordship inclosed a copy of a despatch, which has 
been forwarded by Commodore Dowell to the Secretary of the Admiralty, relating to ~ 
what he supposed the inadequate performance of the Consular duties in this jurisdiction. 

The Commodore furnished me with a copy of this despatch yesterday, immediately 
before leaving for Ascension and the south coast, and I believe that the ideas which the 
Commodore has expressed in his despatch were formed on his previous visit to Fernando 
Po, when Mr. Holt was performing the Consular duties there. : 

It was arranged by the Foreign Office that when Consul Livingstone was allowed to 


AFRICA. (Consular)—Bight of Biafra. =i ae 


return to England, I should take his place, and, by an after dirs Sey with the Foreign 
Office (as my health was not sufficiently re-established to enable me to return before 
Consul Livingstone’s departure), Mr. Holt was authorized to perform the Consular duties 
until my return. I am not in any way connected with trade, and came out here expressly 
to do the work of Her Majesty’s Consul during his absence, or so long as I am allowed to 
act in that capacity with your Lordship’s sanction and approval. 

So far as I can learn, Mr. Holt carried on the duties of the Consulate very satisfactorily, 
and I believe I am justified-in assuring your Lordship that no duty connected with the 
Consular Service here has been neglected or omitted. At the same time, I have to 
endorse Commodore Dowell’s opinion that the rapid growth of trade in the palm-oil 
rivers, and the increased importance of the territories included in this Consular jurisdic- 
tion demand a proportionate addition to the Consular Staff to undertake the increased 
work necessarily entailed. 

With regard to what Commodore Dowell says regarding the Consul having orders to 
visit periodically'the different points within his jurisdiction, I have only to say that the 
Consuls in Fernando Po for many years have been most strongly convinced of this 
necessity, and the only reason why the rivers and other places have not been regularly and 
frequently visited has been the difficulty of obtaining a bers for that purpose.. 

F ave, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK WILSON. 





Inclosure in No. 2. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty, January 9, 1869. 
[See Class B, No. 9, West Coast. ] 





No. 3. 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 15.) 


My Lord, “ Speedwell,” Bonny River, January 15, 1869. 

IT HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, having Her Majesty’s gun-vessel 
“Speedwell” placed at my disposal by Commodore Dowell to enable me to visit the palm- 
oil rivers within this Consular jurisdiction, I left for Cameroons on the 22nd December. 
On the 24th, 1 held a meeting on board the “Speedwell,” attended by all the supercargoes 
and traders and the four native Chiefs, King Bell, Charley Dido, Preso Bell, and King 
Acqua, represented by his brother. 

There were complaints on the part of the whites of one or two cases of petty theft 
from their cask-houses on the beach. 

The traders who had suffered in this way simply wished me to call the attention of 
the Chiefs to these occurrences, which I did, and they readily agreed to do all in their 
porst to prevent their people visiting the oil and cask sheds at night, and acknow- 

mete themselves responsible for any future thefts that might be committed by their 
people. 
The palm-oil season in. thisriver does not commence till February or March, and 
there was very little business doing. 

There were no other matters to be brought before me, and the state of the river 
peeled satisfactory, we returned to Fernando Po to meet the Commodore, and proceed 
thence to the other rivers. 

On the 30th December a boat arrived from Cameroons with a letter from the traders 
representing that the day after our leaving the river the cutter “ Marquis,” belonging to the 

frican Steam-ship Company of London, bea been boarded and plundered by Chief Charley 
Dido and his people, and requesting my return to the river as soun as possible to investigate 
the matter. I returned with the “ Speedwell ” on the 4th January, and the Commodore, 
who thought the matter a very serious one, left for Cameroons also. After careful 
investigation we found that Mr. Lawson, a young trader in the river, had committed the 
mistake of sending on board the “ Marquis” some of Charley Dido’s family ivory, left in 
his hands as security for advancements, for shipment to England per mail steamer, 
contrary to the long-established custom of trade in the river. ; 
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Charley Dido went on board the “ Marquis” to take back his ivory, and in doing so ~ 


some of the cabin fittings were pasts by his boys, whom he could not restrain, and a 
number of articles in the pantry were broken and thrown about. 

Some personal property was also taken away, but Charley Dido exerted himself in 
recovering and returning as much of it as possible, - } 

In consideration of the circumstances the Commodore considered that Charley Dido 
would be sufficiently punished by being compelled to pay the actual loss and 
occasioned by his proceedings, estimated at 180/., equal to eight we igen of palm-oil, 
and an additional fine of 20/., oe to two puncheons of palm-oil, for his having taken 
the law into his own hands : in all, ten puncheons of oil, payable in three months. 

The ivory is to be returned to Mr. Lawson, who is to conform in future with the 
trading customs of the river. 

I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship a copy of a Treaty confirming the 
Treaty of the 24th January, 1856, with three additional Articles, which was entered into 
and signed on board Her Majesty's ship “ Speedwell ” on the 6th January last. 

T have also the honour to inclose to your Lordship a copy of a letter addressed to 
me by Commodore Dowell relating to this matter. 

- [consider that the establishment of the Court of Equity in this river will be produc, 
tive of much good; and I shall do all in my power to prevent its being allowed to lapse 
again. 

I arrived in this river (Bonny) yesterday, and will hold a meeting of the supercargocs 
and Chiefs to-morrow. 

I shall have the honour of reporting my proceedings here to your Lordship by next, 
mail, : 

With the hope that your Lordship will approve of my proceedings in the Cameroons, 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRANK WILSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 


Treaty confirming the Treaty entered into on the 14th January, 1856, with the Kings, 
Chiefs, and Traders of the Cumeroons, establishing Bye-Laws for the Regulation of 
Trading Matters between the Supercargoes and Native Traders. 


WE, the Undersigned British supercargoes, and Kings and Chiefs of the River 
Cameroons, assembled on board Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “Speedwell,” do hereby 
agree— 

ARTICLE I. 


1, That the bye-laws established by the Treaty dated the 14th January, 1856, for 
the better regulation of trading matters between the supercargoes and the native traders 
of the River Cameroons be carried out in their integrity in future, with the following 
exceptions :— - 

With reference to Article I of the bye-laws referred to, the Equity Court is to be 
composed of one supercargo belonging to each house in the river and the following Kings 
and Chiefs, viz.; King Bell, King Acqua, Preso Bell, and Charley Dido, who will represent 
native traders 

Where a house has more than one supercargo in the river, the senior supercargo only 
is to sit or vote in the Equity Court. 


ARTICLE, II. 


2, That all old palavers shall he considered as,settled up to this date, and cannot be 
again brought forward to the detriment of trade, 


ARTICLE IJ.. 


2. That the trade of the river shall be carried on in the manner sanctioned: 


| by long usage, and that all. disputes be, in future, referred to the Equity Court for 
ecision. : | 
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Dated on board Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “Speedwell” in the Cameroons River, 
the 6th day of January, 1869. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. ELLIS, barque “ Moselle,” of Bristol. 
WM. PEACOCK, his > mark, barque ‘‘ Mohican.” 
HENRY T. LAWSON, barque “ Mary Black.” 
HENRY PRICHARD. barque ‘“ Medea.” 
Ww. 7 ioe Liverpool (Bennet, Mealey, and 
‘ollings). 
CHAS. TOWNSEND. 
KING BELL, his ¥ mark. 
KING ACQUA, his >4 mark. 
“ ~CHARLEY DIDO, his < mark. 
KING BELL, his * mark, for PRESO BELL. 
In the presence of: 
(Signed) W. M. Dowett, Commodore, Commanding West African 
Squadron. 
Frank Witson, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul for the 
Bights of Biafra and Benin, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 3. ] 
Commodore Dowell to Acting Consul Wilson | 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” at Fernando Po, January 8, 1869. 

WITH reference to the fine of ten puncheons of palm-oil, equivalent to 2001., 
inflicted by me on the Chief Charley Dido, for the outrage he committed in boarding and 
pillaging the cutter “ Marquis” in the Cameroons River, and which is to be paid in three 
months’ time, that is to say, on the 6th April next ensuing, I desire that it may be 
distributed in the following manner, viz. :— 

Five puncheons, or 100/., to be paid to the owners of the “ Marquis” for damage 
done to the vessel, loss of stores, &c. 

Three puncheons, or 60/., to be appropriated to the recuperation of the under-mep- 
tioned persons for losses sustained, and damage to their personal property, and to the 
payment of the surveying officers, thus :— 





£s d. 

To Mr. O'Brien, Master of “ Marquis” “ ve as - 2% 00 
Mr. Thorpe, Mate of * Marquis” .. << ar oe + 100 0 
Robert Samuel, passenger. . “s oe a ve ee 5 0 0 
‘Thomas Kelley, passenger. . we +8 oe = a 5 0 0 
Jas. J. Chambers, seaman (African) os ve ee oe 7°00 
The four Surveying Officers, each 2/. ee se ss as 8 0 0 
Total oe ow v6 ee .. £60 0 0 


The remaining two puncheons of the fine to be applied to the erection of the Court 
House, to be remitted altogether, at your discretion, should there be such a scarcity of oil 
when the time arrives for the payment of the fine, as would raise the value of eight 
puncheons to the ordinary value of ten puncheons. 

As the conduct of Mr. Lawson, in shipping ivory, contrary to the custom of the river, ° 
was the immediate cause of the outrage, T'do not consider that gentleman entitled to 
reimbursement, either for the expense he has incurred or for his loss of time. The ivo 
abstracted from the “Marquis” is to be returned to him, and I trust that in future he will 
be more careful, in his dealings with the natives, to follow the established custom of the 
river. 

As I cannot but consider that the estimate of the damage done to the “ Marquis ” is 
excessive, I request that before settling that claim the master of the “ Marquis ” be called 
upon to produce receipts for the money expended in making good the damages; and 
should it appear that. the estimate is Meroud the amount required, the surplus is to be 
returned to Charley Dido. F 

I will arrange for a man-of-war to be sent to Fernando Po in April next to convey 
you to the Cameroons to collect the fine and settle the matter. 

I desire that you forward copy of this letter to the Chairman. of the Court of Equity 
by the earliest opportunity, for the information of the tradérs and Kings. 

; I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. M. DOWELL. 


Crass A. Cc 
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No. 4, e 
The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Wilson. 


- Foreign Office, February 20, 1869. 
_ { HAVE received your despatch of the 15th ultimo, reporting your proceedings on 
the eccasion of a visit, which, in conjunction with Commodore Dowell, you made to the 
‘Cameroons River for the purpose of inquiring into the particulars of an attack made by 
‘the Chief Charley Dido and his people on the cutter “Marquis” belonging to the 
African Steam ship Company; and I have to acquaint you, that I approve your 
proceedings as reported in your abovementioned despatch. 

' [have further to acquaint you, that I entirely coneur in the views of Commodore 
Dowel in regard to the appropriation of the proceeds of the fine levied on Charley Dido 
for his conduct in this affair, and I have to desire that you will be guided by those views 
as expressed in the Commodore’s letter to you of the 8th January last. 

With regard to the three additional Articles to the Treaty of 1856, which have 
been agreed to by the Cameroons Chicfs, and to the re-establishment of the Court of 
Equity, I have to acquaint you that ‘Iapprove the Articles in question ; and, as regards 
the Court of Equity, 1 have to add that Her Majesty’s Government were not aware that 
it had been aliowed to fall into disuse. se : 

You will avail yourself of the first opportunity that may offer, of pointing out to the 
supercargoes in the Cameroons River, how important it is that they should not allow the 
Court of Equity again to lapse, affording as it does so ready a means of settling any 
differences which may arise between the native chiefs and traders. 

I should be glad to learn whether the Courts of Equity, which have been established 
in the other wading rivers within your Consular jurisdiction, are still maintained in 
working order. ete ed 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 5. 


Arting Consul Wilson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, February 10, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I have just returned here, 
after having visited the Rivers Bonny, Brass, Benin, and Old Calabar in Her Majesty's 
ship *‘ Speedwell.” 

A detailed report of my proceedings will be forwarded by next steamer, and in the 
meantime, it gives me pleasure to be able to inform your Lordship that generally I found 
things in every way satisfactory in these places. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANK WILSON. 





No, 6. = 


Acting Consul Wilson to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received April 20.) 
(No. 8.) 
' My Lord, Fernando Po, February 23, 1869. 

BY last mail I-had the honour to report particulars of my visit to Cameroons, and 
have now to submit to your Lordship an account of my visit to Bonny, Brass, Benin and 
Old Calabar. ! * 

On the 14th January I received a letter from the traders and supercargoes of 
Bonny, begging for an immediate visit of a cruizer, arid my presence in the river, as 
some of the old disputes between the rival houses of Annie and Manilla Pepple had come 
up, and a fight was considered imminent. Cannon were mounted in the immediate 
vicinity of the hulks and cask-houses of the British traders, which could not be fired 
without involving risk to their lives, and the greatest danger to the immense property 
satis ey eae Her Msj hip “Speedwell aces 3 

TI reached Bonny in Her Majesty’s ship “ well” on the 15th January, an 
arranged a meeting for Be! morning on board the hulk of Mr. Campbell, Chairman 
of the Court of Equity. At the meeting, the chiefs seemed very anxious to arrange 
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their feud amicably themselves, and were dismissed on the understanding that they would 
try. to do so, and report to us next day or as soon et grt 

* The'young king, George Pepple, did al) he could to preserve peace, and he and the 
heads of the neutral houses over whom he has influence, together with Annie and 
Manilla Pepple and their chiefs, met me on the 21st on board the Chairman's hulk, and 
submitted an agreement made by themselves for the rvation of peace in Bonny, 
which with a few alterations was agreed to, and signed by the King, and all the chiefs, 
and ratified by Commander Parry, of Her Majesty’s ship “Speedwell,” and myself. I 
have the honour to inclose a copy of this agreement to your Lordship. 

We left Bonny onthe 25th February after sctiling various minor palavers, and I 
am glad to say that, before leaving, I was assured by nearly all the European traders 
and’ 6 several of the chiefs themselves that there was no fear now of any fighting: and 
they thanked me for the visit; which had prevented for the time being at least a collision 

between the two rival houses, and had done much to strengthen the hands of the young 
- king and give importance tothe heids of the neutral houses who join with him in 
observing our Treaties and preserving the peace of the river. 

I wished to have visited New Calabar, but Commander Parry, after causing soundings 
of the bar to be taken; told me that he could not take his vessel there. 

Leaving Bonny on the 25th February,.we reached Brass next day and anchored 
outside. I found everything there very satisfactory, and next day we were anchored off 
Benin, : Se al? 

I communicated with the Chairman of the Court of Equity, a copy of whose letter I 
have the honour to inclose, thanking ‘me for the visit, saying that, although there was 
nothing to bring under my consideration, the appearance of a man-of-war off the river 
would be productive of good results. 2" el 

We then steamed for Old Calabar, where we arrived on the 30th at sunset. 

King Archibong II of Duketown, had been fined 10 puncheons of. oil for an outrage 
committed by one of ‘his people upon Captain Thomas's cask-house. He promised to 
pay this fine to the Court of Equity, but had not done so yet. The King is responsible 
for the safety of all British property within his jurisdiction, and on going into the 
evidence, [ found that the sentence of the Court of Equity was not only just but lenient, 
and I ordered the King to pay the fine to the Court of Equity before the Ist of May 

- next, which he willingly agreed to do. 

I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship, a ratification of the Treaty with Old 
Calabar of 7th May, 1862, with some of its Articles cancelled which are obsolete now, 
and the addition of an Article which has appeared in former Treaties, but has been too 
much forgotten lately about the responsibility of the kings, for the safety of British 
property in cask-houses under their protection. 

I have also the honour to inclose a copy of a letter addressed to me by the Court of 
Equity, expressing thanks for the satisfactory way in which | arranged these matters. 

King John, Eyo Honesty V, of Creektown, died some time ago, and his brother ° 
Doctor Eyo, was unanimously recognized as his successor. He was virtually king, but 
the ceremony of cvronation by Her Majesty’s Consul was necessary to give him full 
power, in his own opinion, as well as in that of his subjects and neighbours. I accepted 
the duty with pleasure, and on the 8rd February, we went up'the river to Creektown, 
where, with a great deal of ceremony and considerable enthusiasm, Doctor Eyo was duly 
proclaimed and crowned King Eyo VI, in presence of all his Chiefs and of the supercargo 
of the river, of the Rev. Mr. Goldie, and of the Commander and Officers of Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Speedwell.” . 

We left Old Calabar on the 4th February, and got back to Fernando Po the next 
day, . With the hope that your Lordship will approve what I have done, I have, &c. 

(Signed) , FRANK WILSON.,. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 6. ne 
Agreement between the King and Chiefs of Bonny, for the Preservation of Peace. 


IT has been deemed necessary and expedient, for the preservation of peace and 
unity in this country, to form and ccnstruct the following new live and regulations :— 

1. That the neutral party are from date, head of their own respective houses, and 
are not, under any pretext whatsoever, allowed to sell or give themselves or houses to 
either Annie Pepple or Manilla Pepple's houses. es 


- 
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2. That the neutral party are forbidden from date to assist either Annie Pepple’s.or 
Manilla Pepple’s houses in fighting or quarrelling, directly or indirectly, but are to, with 
the King, mediate and settle any misunderstanding between the two houses, or any other 
house or houses. 

3. That the neutral party are forbidden to give or allow Manilla Pepple or Annie 
Pepple’s house to take any of their work-bars. 

4. That from date no parties shall be allowed to fight with cannons, guns, or 
fire-arms of any description whatsoever in the country or in the Eboe. 

_5. In the event of any dispute or misunderstanding taking place, all parties are 
forbidden to molest any canoes and men going to and from the fair, or Eboe. 

6. In the event of any dispute arising between any of the neutral party and Opoobon, 
or Fonbra House Chief or Chiefs, and should that neutral Chief acknowledge himself. to 
be wrong, and intercede and beg accordingly, any such Opoobon or Fonbra party must 
listen to the entreatics of any such neutral Chief or Chiefs. 

7. This does not exclude any Chief of the neutral party from paying debts which 
they may have owed to the Manilla Pepple or Annie Pepple’s houses previously. 

8. Furthermore, it is enacted that any breach or violation of any of the above 
regulations shall be punished by the party or parties, house or houses, Chief or Chiefs 
guilty of the same, paying a fine of fifty puncheons of saleable palm-oil. . 

9. It is also agreed that these regulations be binding for the period of ten years 
from date, when, at the option of the country, a new one shall be drawn or not. 

Done and dated Bonny, this 20th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1869. 

(Signed) GEO, PEPPLE, REX, Bonny, 
OKO JUMBO. 

CAPTAIN HART, his >< mark. 

JACK BROWN, his > mark. 

ADDA ALLISON, his * mark. 

WARRISO, his >< mark. 

DUBLIN GREEN, his * mark. 

WILCOX, his >* mark. 


WOONGO DAPPA, his > mark. 

TILLIBO, or DUKE NORFOLK, 
his > mark. 

BLACK FONBRA, his > mark. 

FINE BONE, his >< mark. 

JONGO, his mark. 


.  LEMAH SOUJOU, his >< mark. 
JACK TALLIFARI, his 4 mark. 
STRONG FACE, his > mark. 


GEORGE GOODHEAD, his > mark. 


KING HALLIDAY, his * mark. 
TOBIN, his * mark. 

YOUNG TRADER, his »% mark. 
ANNIE PEPPLE, his % mark. 


ANTONIO, his > mark. 

DICK TALLIFARI, his >< mark. 
JOHN AFRICA, his > mark. 
OGI AFRICA, his * mark. 
BONNY FACE, his > mark. 
OKO APALLAY, his * mark. 
TARRIBO, his * his mark. 


Hulk “Dayspring,” Bonny River, this 21st day of January, 1869. 


Before us, 


(Signed) Frank Wiison, Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul. 
J. P. Jones Parry, Commander Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Speedwell.” 
Tuos Campsecr, Chairman, Court of Equity. : 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 


Mr. Clark to Acting Consul Wilson. 


ar 


Benin River, January 27, 1869. 


” 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication of this day’s 
date, and have much pleasure in informing you that the state of the river is perfectly 
tranquil, and we have at present nothing to bring under your consideration. : 

I am direeted by the Court of Equity here to thank you for your official visit, such 
visits being always attended with the most beneficial results in our relations with the 
natives, and we hope they may be repeated more parry — hitherto, 

ave, 


» &e. 
(Signed) HUGH C. CLARK. 
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». © Tnglogure 3 in No. 6. 
« Agreement between the Supercargoes andthe Native Traders.of Old Calabar. 


- AT a meeting of the supercargoes and Kings of Duketown and Creektown, held on 
board goer Sys be ship “Speedwell” on the 3rd February, 1869, it was unanimously 
agreed to rati e Treaty or Agreement made and signed on board Her Majesty’s shi: 
“@riffon” on the 7th May, 1862, with the exception of Articles IV, VI, XIV, XV, 
XVI, XX, and XXI, whieh are hereby cancelled. 

And it is also agreed that the Kings of Duketown and Creektown shall prohibit 
any of their subjects visiting the cask-houses of the European traders on any pretence 
whatever; and they hereby hold themselves responsible for all thefts committed by 
Calabar men and proved before the Court of Equity, or losses caused by the natives of 
their respective towns. 

The laws in the Treaty now ratified are to be considered the existing laws between 
the supercargoes aiid the native traders at Oid Calabar. 

oar (Signed) KING ARCHIBONG II. 
DOCTOR EYO, Creektown. 
A. DUNLOP MITCHELL. 
DANIEL McCALLAM. 
HENRY WHITTINGTON. 
J. B. WALKER. 
J. H. ABNYS. 

. JAMES STRATHERN. 

DAVID KINLOCH. 
J. A. WHITE. 
JOHN THOMAS. 
J. NASH, Jun. 

Signed before us, on board of Her Majesty's ship “Speedwell,” on the 3rd day of 
February, 1869. 

(Signed) Frank Wixson, Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul, 
Fernando Po. 
J. P. Jonzs Parry, Commander. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 6. 
The Chairman of the’ Court of Equity to Acting Consul Wilson. 
Sir, | Hulk “ Araminta,” Old Calabar, February 4, 1869. 

I HAVE much pleasure in conveying to you, from the Court of Equity, the 
expression of their thanks for the satisfactory and expeditious way in which you have 
conducted your official business here, and also for the kind and urbane manner in which 
all, both European and native, have been received by you. 

I would ask you to express our gratification to Commander Parry and officers 
<7 Her Majesty's ship Speedwell” for the courtesy shown us during their stay in 

e river, ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES STRATHERN, . 
Chairman of the Court of Equity, Old Calabar. 





No. 7. 


(so ti y The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Wilson. 
ir, ‘i Foreign Office, May 7,.1869. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 8 of the 23rd Pome iad, sapontisia your 
on the ocetision of your. recent visit in Her Majesty's ship “ Speedwell ” to 
Bonny, Brass, Benin, and Old Calabar Rivers; and I have to acquaint you that I 
spp¥ove your proceedings in the first three rivers, as reported in your above-mentioned 


Saitagrd be glad, however, to receive some further information regarding several of 
: , , D 
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the Articles of the Treaiy of the 7th May, 1862, with Old Calabar, which you refer to as 
having been cancelled by the new Agreement of the 3rd February last, on account of 
their being obsolete. 

The Articles I allude to are the XVth, XVIth, XXth, and XXIst. 

Artiele XV runs as follows :— ti Ri Sah Mes ie 2 |)” 

* That no trust whatever be given to any native trader after date hereof, ahd it is 
hereby distinctly understood and agreed to that no claims whatever for any trust given to 
any native after date of this shall be allowed to be brought’ before this Court as claims 
but if any supercargo shall give trust he does so on his own responsibility.” 

The latter part of Article XVI cotitains the following also :— 

* And farther, in order as far as possible to do away with trust, it is agreed that no 
trade casks shall from this time be given out as heretofore, except for the obtaining: of a 
debt already existing, and subject to the same rule as a debt.” ! pee 

The object of those Articles was to discourage the system of trast, which had been 
productive of much mischief, and tended to establish a monopoly among a few traders in 
— rere and I do not understand on what ground their provisions can have become 
obsolete. 

Article XX provides “that a legally qualified pilot shall be paid at the rate of two 
coppers per registered ton for bringing up any vessel, and the same for taking her out to 
sea; but unless a legal certificate be presented by a pilot, signed by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul, then it shall not be allowed that the native authorities can claim any 
pilotage whatever. But it shall be lawful for a certificated pilot to claim one-half the 
foregoing pilotage when he shall not have been sent for, or his services demanded.” 

Article XXI stipulates “that a ship being ready to proceed to sea, or having sent 
for a pilot to bring her up the river, the pilot shall proceed on board without delay under 
pain of forfeiture of his pilotage, and any further penalty which may be adjudged by Her 
Britannic Majesty's Consul.” . 

Both the foregoing Articles would appear to contain important and useful provisions 
affecting the safety of vessels frequenting the river, and I should be glad, therefore, to 
learn on what grounds the Articles [ have mentioned can be considered obsolete, before 
I approve the new Agreement between the supercargoes and the native traders of Old 
Calabar, a copy of which forms Inclosure 3 in your despatch now under reply. 

Iam, & 


, &e. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 8. 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Karl of Clarendon.—( Received June 30.) 


My Lord, i - vy, . Fernando Po, May 30, 1869. 

I HAVE the honoug.to report to your Lordship that.the Spanish transport-steamer, 
“San Francisco de Borja,” from Cuba, arrived here on.the 22nd instant. 

This steamer has brought 250 political prisoners, who were suddenly arrested and 
sent on board the vessel without any form of trial and without any information as to the 
cause they had given for this measuve. They were without the means of communicating 
with their families, anv: the vessel brought them here after a voyage of 65 days, during 
which they were obliged to endure indescribable sufferings. 

They are on shore now, living in such houses as can be found, and the Governor, in 
order to prevent their escape. has proclaimed the island under martial law, and is 
enforcing other most stringent regulations, which affect the British merchants here as 
well, and cause thom very considerable inconvenience. : Peay 

I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship an official copy of the Governor's 
English version of his Proclamation, which he sent me for the information of the British 
merchants and residents here. A 

I have also the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Pedro L. Barrenquy, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Cardenas, has been exiled with the others, and’is 
equally ignorant ofthe cause of his arrest and banishment. He is living with me here 
now in the British Cénsulate: a Pa 2. OTN E TY aaa 

I shall be able to send your’Lordship more parti¢ulats by next’ mail. 
~"* TD have; &e:* Bi CEES MRE of 
(Signed) FRANK WILSON, ;* 
’ / 
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Inclosure in No..8.i- 


(Translation ) ee 

DON JOAQUIN DE SOUZA Y GALLARDO, Meritorioys to the Native Country 
in an eminent and heroical degree of kindred, Grand Cross, of the. American Order of 
Elizabeth the Catholic, Oross and Star of Knighthood of that ao Saint Hermenegildo, 
condecorated with two crosses of the Ist class of Saint Ferdinand and of one of the 3rd, 
and with severel crosses and tondécorations for actions of war, Brigadier-Governor of the 
Island of Fernando Po and its Dependencies, 


I hereby make known,— 

1. That this town and its island is declared iu a state of war. 

2. I prohibit, under ‘severe punishment as the case should require, all conversation 
that refers to deduct the Spanish name, or'to have any discuss referring to the insurrection 
of the Island of Cuba. ; 

3. The political transported. will be organized into sections of 20 men, with their 
chiefs on the head of the same, . 

4, These chiefs will be responsible of their sections, and they will be made prisoners 
in the Cayo if any of their individuals should escape from the island. 

f. I prohibit, under rigorous punishment, all prices that might be raised in articles 
of eatables and drinkables, . “a 

_ 6. Comercés will continue selling a real for a loaf of bread of the same weight and 
size used till date; fresh meat at 5 reals a pound, either cow, mutton, or pork ; oil at 
10 reals a bottle ; common wine at 5.reals a bottle, and sherries at the usual prices; Jard 
at 8 reals a pound ; barrel-flour at 300 reals, that of biscuit at 240 reals per husdicedweiatet ; 
that of salt pork at 800 reals; rum at 4 reals a bottle; ham at 10 reals a pound, preserved 
in tin; biscuit, beef, jellies, at 8 reals a tin; pickles at 10 reals a bottle; cocks and hens 
at 10 and 8 reals; fresh fish at conventional prices, without raising it more than usual; 
vinegar at 6 reals a bottle; rice at 29 reals per 25 pounds, and 2 reals per pound ; chick- 
pea at 20 reals per 25 pounds; cod-fish at 4 reals a pound ; sugar at 75 reals per 25 
pounds, and at 4 reals per pound ; coffee at 5 reals per pound. 

7. The wants of Judges and officers for the formation of lawsnits will oblige me to 
use, in case of punishment, of administrative measures by virtue of the faculties and 
privileges granted to me by the Ultramarine, or India Law; for there will not remain 
exempt from punishment the least fault. ; 

8. All owners of ships, boats, and canves, and others who make traffic, should forward 
themselves to the Commander of the Naval Station from to-morrow until the 5th of the 
coming month, in order to be inscribed in the list that will be earried on this purpose. 

9. All traffic is prohibited in bay after the setting of the sun. 

10, Equally the departure of vessels out of these hours, Those that arrive at night 
in Bay should immediately go alongside the Pontoon. 
11. Night patrol-boats have been established, for, which reason all embarkation should 
stay at we Yoige of “ Stop there ;” of the said boats, in the conceipt that, in not staying, 
they shall be fired at. , 

12. It is equally prohibited that no embarkation, whataver.may be her class, should 
come in, or anchor in any other wharf, save that of Santa Isabel, without having obtained 
due permissjqn from this Government. 

13. The steam-boat “Concordia,” has, all her guns loaded, and prepared to fire at . 
any embarkation that is opposed to the dispositions of this Proclamation... a 

Given at Santa Isabel, Fernando Po, on the 25th of May, 1869. rat? 
(Signed) JOAQUIN DE. SOUZA. 





+ eee ee we woos oa 


No. 9. ‘ 
| Mr Spring Rice to Consul Livingstone. 
, Spey ‘ Foreign Office, August 17, 1869. 
saute ats Go cant tas pia at ine Ee 
’ ; 's C | t vana,* reporting that two cs : 
of slaves are alleged to. have been landed in Cuba from the coast of Africa; andI am to ~ 
; © Class C, No: 72. — 


Sir 
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inatenct you to use your ‘best endedvours-to ascertain what: foundation there may be for. 
this report. : 


d am, ec: 
(Signed) CHARLES SPRING RICE. 





ci 


No. 10. 
Acting Consul Wilson to the Earl of Clarendon —(Received August 20.) 


(No. 10.5 
My Lord, Fernando Po, June 9, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I paid an official visit to the 
Cameroons in Her Majesty’s ship “Lynx,” which was placed at my dispogal by 
Commodote Dowell for the purpose of going to that tiver'to’arrange thé payment of 
Chief Charley Dido’s fine, referred to in my despatch No. 3 of 14th January. 

We arrived in Cameroons on the 1zth April, when the fine was due, and, in accordance 
with the suggestions conveyed to me by the Commodore, and approved in your Lordship’s | 
despatch No. | February 20, 1869, we gave Charley Dido three: days’ notice to 
pay; but in the meantime we heard several circumstances greatly mitigating his 
offence. site 

In the first place, the Court of Equity, as an institution in the river, was. almost, if 
not quite, ignored, and its place was taken by a more recently constituted authoritythat 
of “The African Association,”—a combitiation of gentlemen interested in'the African 
trade, whose head-quarters is in Liverpool; consequently Dido had not the Court of 
Equity to appeal to in his difficulty. A second-mitigating circumstance was that, from 
the evidence we could get, we felt convinced that there was no intention of shipping 
Charley Dido’s family-ivory to England, and that.it was sent down the river by the cutter 
“ Marquis” only asa ruse on the part of the captain of the “ Marquis ” and of Mr. Lawson, 
the agent who shipped it, in otder to make Dido pay promptly the oil for which it was 
security ; they not thinking that Dido would have the daring to take it out of the vessel, 
or that, if he did, they could claim and get ample redress. 

On the third day of our stay I listened to an overture, on Charley Dido’s behalf, 
intimating that he was quite willing to pay for all the damage his people had done, but 
begging that the remainder’of the fine might be remitted. I at once remitted the two . 
puncheons of vil set aside for building a Court-house on shore, which the Commodore 
gave me power to do; besides, the Court would not accept them for that purpose, as.a . 
Court-house to serve its ends cannot be erected in a place where there aré four ‘separate - 
towns, each bitterly jealous of the other, and where no neutral ground exists where all 
could meet on equal terms: ' . < ot 

The present arrangement of holding the meetings on board the hulk or vessel of 
whoever may be the Chairman of the Court for the time, answers very well. - 

We then had a meeting of the Court of Equity on board Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Lynx,” 
at which King Bell, Charley Didg, and the other Kings and Chiefs, and all the Euro 
traders, were present, for the pu of'taxing the account rendered against Charley Dido 
by Mr. O’Brien, master of the “ Marquis,” for the supposed damage done to the cutter. 
The Court, after two hours’ careful investigation, came to the conclusion that 401. sterling, 
or about two puncheons of oil, would amply cover all the damage and delay the cutter 
sustained, instead of 100/. or five puucheons of oil, as Mr. O’Brien claimed at first, and 
Commander East, of Her Majesty's ship “ Lynx,” and myself were thoroughly of the same 
opinion. 

r We accordingly deducted three puncheons more from the fine, ordering Dido to pa; 
at once the remaining five ‘puncheons, and they were sent to me here by the next mail- 
steamer following our visit,.as we could not conveniently carry them in the “ Lynx.” 

[have sold them for the highest obtainable price, and have now succeeded in settling 
all the claims as arranged by the Commodore, with the exception of those of the two 
sailor-passengers who were on board when the vessel was attacked. One of them, I have 
just now learned, is again in Cameroons, and I shall pay his claim through the Chairman 
of the Court of Equity there. 

If I can get no tidings of the other, 1 shall remit the amount due to him by next 
steamer, or following one, under flyi al to the of the Board of , and 
shall then send‘ ts your Lordship ph Bo the sums paid here, and an account of the 
sale of the oil.  « Snake a § : 

At our first meeting with the traders in the river we were given to understand very 

hag i¢ - Ph od ‘ Mg t. 
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clearly that Charley Dido considered that any demand upon him in excess of the actual 

done by his canoe-men in recovering his own property would be t, and that 
he would refuse to pay it, let the co ences be what they might. If statement 
required confirmation, we had it on onr first interview with him. 

Commander East and m were very glad to have the matter ene pen: as 
it was; and I trust your Lordship will approve the arrangement that we made. - 

On the oceasion of my visit with the Commodore, we pointed out very strongly to 
the European traders the necessity of keeping up the Court of Equity as eatablishea by - 
Treaty, as, if they allowed it to lapse, they could not expect the natives to be compelled 
to observe the Articles of a Treaty which they themselves were constantly breaking. 

On my last visit in Her Majesty's ship ‘‘Lynx”’ I represented this more strongly 
still, if possible, and I am glad to say that the Court now seems to work well, and that the 
traders, British and native, are fully alive to the importance of keeping it up if they 
hope for any protection from the British Government. : 

I need not say that I represented to Chief Charley Dido very strongly the severe 
punishment he would incur if he again attempted to take the law into his own hands, now 
that the Court of Equity was re-arranged and in working order ; and the lesson was not 
lost upon his brother chiefs, or upon the white traders, who will, I feel sure, attach more 
importance to their Court, and feel its usefulness, more than they have done for many 
years past, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK WILSON. 





No. 11. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Wilson. 

(Separate. ) 

ir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1869. 

I HAVE received your dispatch No. 10 of the 9th of June last; and I have, in 

reply, to acquaint you that I approve your proceedings as therein reported, in the matter 
of the fine imposed upon the Chief, Charley Dido, in the Cameroons River. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 12. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, July 13, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mr. Peter Louis Barrequy, Her Majesty's Vice- 
Consul at Cardenas, one of the Cuban political prisoners referred to in Mr. Wilson’s 
despatch No. 9 of May 30, escaped from this island with some twenty others, one of 
whom was a rich banker who lived with the Governor. 

Eight of these Cubans have died of fever,.and there are many sick. 

; Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





No, 13. 
Consul Livingstone to the. Karl of Clarendon.—(Received September 2.) A 


(No. 13, Ae 
My Lord, - Fernando Po, July 14, 1869. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to Mr, Wilson, No. 5 of May 7, 
inquiring on what grounds Articles XV, XVI, XX, and XXI of the Treaty of May 1862, 
can have become obsolete, | have the honour to state that, after caret inquiry here, I 
have been wholly unable to discover any, and cannot even imagine how the provisions of 
Article XV can have become obsolete, inasmuch as the last clause, if not the whole of 
it, is Si the Instructions every Agent receives from his employers before leaving 


Cuass A. : : a E 
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As I have written to the Senior Naval Officer to place a vessel at my disposal, at 
his earliest convenience, I hope shortly to visit Old Calabar, and may then find some 
explanation, which I shall not fail to communicate to your Lordship; 


. 1 have, &a. LAs ¢ . La - ‘ 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 


a 3 





No. 14. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—<Received September 29:) 


(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, August 16, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the new Governor-General, Antonio Maymo; 
Post Captain in Spanish Navy, assumed the government of this colony on the 17th 
ultimo, and issued the usual proclamation, to punish crime and encourage commerce and 

iculture. & aupeal he 
_ On the 31st ultimo the Spanish sailing transport “Pinta” brought a number of 
Spanish families as colonists, about 120 pérsons; they are to be commiserated, 

Most of the Cuban political prisoners sailed for Teneriffe on the 4th instant, in the 
steam-transport “San Antonio ;” the remainder, who did not escape or die, are on board 
the “ Pinta,” which starts for Teneriffe shortly; and the temporary restrictions on leaving 
the port by night are withdrawn. 

The Governor-General was good enough to infcrm me, on the 8th instant, that 
need to build a church and to have public worship is conceded to Protestants in this 
Colony. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 


P.S.—August 22nd. The Governor-General died this morning, after a very short 
illness. 


c. L. 





No, 15. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 29.) 


(No. 17.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, August 28, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a note from Chairman, Court of Equity, 
Old Calabér, relative to his receipt of a fine of ten puncheons palm-oil, and to state that 
I have requested Captain Davis, of African mail-steamer “Mandingo,” to take the oil to 
Liverpool, and have it sold at the highest market price. ; 

My reason for not selling it at auction in Old Calabar is that when I did so, with 
King Archibong’s fine last year, the agents had a private engagement, as I learned subse- 
quently, to offer only 8/. a puncheon, and afterwards share the oil equally. 

LT have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 15. 
‘Mr. Ctosson to Consul Livingstoné. 


Sir, - Hulk ‘‘ Matilda,” Old Calabar, 31, 1869. 

I HAVE to inform a that the fine of ten puncheons of oil, which was inflicted 
on David ae » by ye ice-Consul, has been paid to me. ase inform me:how the 
same is to ‘ 


‘I am, &c. 
(Signed) WM. E, CLOSSO:) 
Chairman of the Courtvef i 
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No. 16. 5 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 29.) 


(No. 19.) 
My Lord, : Fernando Po, August 28, 1869. | 

THE inclosed note just recéived from Chairman, Court of Equity, Old Calabar 
indicates that the casks were not iricluded in the fine. , 
_ Not wishing to sell the oil in Calabar at 8/. a puncheon, as before, I have sold it to 
Mr. Holt for 171, puncheon. With casks, delivered here, he would have paid 19/. a 
puncheon for it. 

The excess of Fernando price over Calabar will much more than pay for the new. 
lifeboat-gig, which, if your Lordship approves, Captain Davis will order to be built for 
the use of this Consulate. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 16. 
Mr. Closson to Consul Livingstone. 


Sir, _ Hulk “ Matilda,” Old Calabar, August 24, 1869. 
YOUR communication of 21st instant I have received. 
The ten casks of oil you refer to in your letter are in casks belonging to Mr. Shathern, 
and he will not allow me to send the oil to Fernando Po in his casks, 
Please to send casks to put the oil into, and I, will ship it to you at once. 
‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. CLOSSON. 





No. 17. 


Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received October 26.) 


(No. 20.) Krscd 
My Lord, Fernando Po, September 22, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 7, of August 17, 
with copy of letter from Her Majesty's Consul-General at the Havana, reporting alleged 
landing of two cargoes of slaves in Cuba, and to state that I have heard nothing whatever 
of any attempts at the Slave Trade. 

As I expect shortly to pay an official visit, in a cruiser, to all the rivers and trading 
stations in my Consular district, I shall make due inquiries, and report to your Lordship 
any facts I may be able to gather. 

Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





No. 18. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 13.) 


*. 1. 
iad Fernando Po, September 28, 1869. 
1 HAVE is iesniits Kolelth Sidlsivaal omsestodions ek the Chek 


lege 
: the honour 
man of the Calabar Court of ty. 
Fp senegal ong’s fine last year seemed so near 





tnt Tdeermined never so pang 
may not discourage, heartily, rns whch eee he sgh 
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Inclosure | in No, 18. 
Mr. Closson to Consul Livingstone. 


J Court of Commerce, Hulk “ Matilda,” Old Calabar River, 

ir; September 6, 1869. 
I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 30th August, and, in reply, to hand 
you annexed copy of a resolution come to, on the 4th instant, by the above Court. 
T remain, &c. ; an 
(Signed) WM. E. CLOSSON, 
Chairman of the Courts of Commerce and Equity, 
Old Calabar River. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Resolution. 


AT aCourt meeting, held on board of tae ship ‘ Matilda,” 4th September, 1869 
resolved unanimously :— 

“That the Chairman be requested to write to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at 
Fernando Po to the following effect, viz. :—— 

“To protest against sending David King’s fine of 10 puncheons to Fernando Po, it 
being usual to sell by auction in this river all fines imposed on natives.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 
Mr. Closson to Consul Livingstone. 


Sir, Hulk ‘“* Matilda,” Old Calabar, September 23, 1869. 
YOUR letter, dated 21st instant, is to hand. 
You will receive by this mail a communication from the Court of Equity, which was 
omitted to be posted by last steamer. 
The oil is ready for shipment, but I await your reply to the communication from the 
Court before doing so. 
m, & 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) . WM. E. CLOSSON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 18. 
Consul Livingstone to Mr. -Closson. 


Sir, Fernando Po, September 27, 1869. 

YOUR note of July 31, informing me that the fine of 10 punchcons inflicted on 
- David King by the Acting Consul had been paid to you, ended with, “ Please inform me 
how the same is to be disposed of.” 

To my reply, directing you to deliver it to Captain Davis, Royal Mail steam-ship 
‘*Mandingo,’’ you responded, “that the oil was in casks belonging to an agent, who 
would not allow the oil to be sent to Fernando Po in his casks ;” and added, “ Please to send 
casks to put the oil into, and I will ship it to you at once.” I sent casks pér Royal Mail 
steam-ship “ Biafra,” but instead of the oil, as promised, received a resolution “ come to 
by the Court of Commerce, to “ protest against sending the oil to Fernando Po, it bei 
usual to sell by auction in the river all fines imposed on natives ;” and you remarked, 
“ The oil is ready for shipment, but I await your reply to the communication of the Court 
before doing so.” 

I regret to say that I never before heard of this Protestant “Court of Commerce.” | 
The white traders in Calabar have long had a Court of Equity. Is this “ Court of Com- 
merce’ an association of black traders? They protest against an act, on the sole ground 
that it is unusual, forgetful that their protest is ‘still more unusual. 

It may be well to state that fines are of rare occurrence. In three and a half.years: 
I have fined but twice in the whole of my extensive Consular district, viz , a Camaroons 
Chief, 3 puncheons oil, for the plunder of a. sam: Sage boat's crew; and Archibong, of 
Calabar, 20 puncheons, for ig human sacrifices, in violation of Treaty. The Cama- 
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roons’ agents wished the oil" taken out of the river, as they feared the Chief might withdraw 
his trade from any agent who happened to buy the oil. It was sold in Fernando Po, as 
was also the late fine imposed by the Commodore on another Camaroons Chief for, an 
outrage on the cutter “‘Marquis,”” . : 

As gk srg, fine was in casks owned by Calabar agents, there seemed, at the 
time, no choice but to sell it there at public auction. All the agents were present. 
Never was nee auction. With a smiling face, one said 5/., another 6/., and a third 8/. 
It was sold for 8/. a puncheon. I"had-been offered 17J. a puncheon for it in Fernando Po. 
It is said that the — privately agreed beforehand to the 8/. limit, and to share the oil 
equally afterwards, but I hope that this is a mistake. A second auction in Calabar is not to 
be thought of. The fine must be sent out of the river. This closes the correspondence. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed ) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





No. 19. 
The Earl of. Clarendon to Consul Livingstone. 
(No. 12.) 
ir, ; Foreign Office, November 22, 1869. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 21 of the 28th September last, and I entirely 
approve your proceedings with reference to the fine of 10 puncheons of oil inflicted on 
David King, of New Calabar, and to the refusal on the part of the Coutts of Commerce 
and Equity there to allow the oil to be-exported to Fernando Po, 

I have to add that the disposal of such fines rests entirely with yourself; and that, 
provided the instruction issued by you in your letter of the 27th of September to the 
Chairman of the Court shall not have been complied with before your next visit to the 
river, you should then strongly insist upon the oil being at once given up to you. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 20: 


Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reeeived November 29.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, October 26, 1869: 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith notes from Chairman, Bonny Court of 
Equity, and to state that when,I visited the river on the 2nd instant in Her Majesty’s 
ship “Growler,” quiet was restored, and'the vessels had returned to their moorings. The 
chronic jealousy between the rival houses of Annie and Manilla Pepple had become 
imbittered by the success of the former in absorbing many of the small and hitherto 
independent houses, and only a plausible pretext was wanted for a fight. ‘This was found 
in the position of Annie Pepple’s cannon ; they all looked at Manilla Pepple’s part of the 


ran away. 
few were killed. King George Pe 
the hostile cannon, 


free all 
1s 


"stick, a tree, with many roots,” re 
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spring up again, but if you dig out all the roots, you kill it. We want the roots of ,the 
palavers dug out, that the country may have a lasting peace.” I told them that I was 
glad to hear that they were at work to secure Peanet peace in the country, and that I 
should return in a few weeks and be happy if I could render any, friendly assistance. 

As the oil season was over, the fighting has not affected trade much. The next oil 
season comes in February 1870. The Caurt of Equity, in their second:ground of protest, 
are mind kep.; there was no violation of Treaty, .,. ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 20. 
Mr. Vatantin to Consul Livingstone. 


Sir, Court of Equity, Bonny, September 11, 1869. 

I AM instructed by the Court of Equity to inform you that we are threatened with 
another civil war in Bonny Town, between the two rival houses of Annie and Manilla 
Pepple: Manilla Pepple and his house Chiefs have given us notice to remove our ships 
down the river in three days’ time; but I need not tell you that we cannot remove the 
valuable property on the beach in three days, or even thirty days time: in one beach alone 
there are 600 casks of palm-oil waiting for shipment, which cannot be removed until the 
arrival of the vessel for which it has been collected. . . 

Extensive preparations are made in Bonny Town for fighting, heavy guns are 
in position all round and about the town, and all the war canoes are afloat heavily armed 
with cannon, antes 3 5s as | cf 4 

We have protested against the Bonny men fighting, the copy of which protest I beg 
to inclose. : , 

Under these unfortunate circumstances, we beg you will give us the advantage of 
your immediate presence in a man-of-war, as the weight of your authority, backed by such 
power, will have the effect of making the Bonny men careful of breaking their Treaty 
engagements. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. F. VALENTIN, Chairman. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 20. 
Mr. Valantin to Consul Livingstone. 


Sir; ae Bonny Court of Equity, hulk “ Isis,” September 16, 1869. , 

REFERRING to my letter of 11th instant, which Mr. William Roy, of the steamer 
« African,” refused to deliver at Fernando Pg on his way to the South Coast,I have the 
honour to inform you that the Bonny men commenced fighting on the morning of the 
13th instant, and continued firing all day and night until the 14th at 8 o’clock in the 
morning, when Annie Pepple’s house Chiefs and men evacuated Bonny Town after 
spiking all their guns. Manilla Pepple wrote me in the afternoon requesting the super- 
cargoes te send krooboys to take care of the cask-houses, and yesterday morning I 
received a letter from Ja Ja, a copy of which I inclose, in which he says he placed himself — 
under the protection of Her Majesty, the Queen of England. 

‘We think it very desirable that you should give us the advantage of yout peewee 
here in a ship of war, the Bonny men, if left to Biasactees, will be months before they 
settle their differences, and we shall ultimately be the sufferers, as trade will be at a 
stand-still until matters are settled between the two rival houses of Manilla and Annie 
Pepple. 


_ -. LDhave, &c. 
(Signed) _ T. F. VALANTIN, Chairman. 


- . — 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 20, | 
The Court of Equity, Bonny River, to the King and Chiefs of Bonny. 


Gent 5 Court of Equity, Bonny, September 7, 1869. 
mT LITTER Bom Mahilla Pepple and his hose, datza Bowey, 6th instant, in which 


, 
th state that they declare es against Annie P has been received by 
thin: urt, and we have this day helda ial ‘meeting to consider the case. 


After deliberating on, and considering the subject most carefully, we have to warn 


<3 


you, each and all, of the very great responsibility you incur by opening hostilities. 
Therefore : 


We, the undersigned members of ‘this Court, do ‘hereby protest, to all intents and 
purposes, against your fighting or opering hostilities in any way— 

1. Because your debts are not paid ; 

2. Because it is contrary to the Treaty and other tions ; : 

8. Because circumstances would most likely arise therefrom that would entail on us 
serious loss from destruction and deteroration of our property, and for all such losses we 
must, of course, held you fully liable, as well as for any fines that may be levied ‘by the 
British Government for breaches of Treaty against them. 

Finally, we insist that all debts owing by you to us, be paid before you permit the 
trade to be stopped from any causes in any degree under your control. 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) WM. STELLING. 
THOS. DRAPER. 
SAML. CHEETHAM. 
J..H. HEMINGWAY. 
M. TODD. 
H. COTTERELL. 
J. REID. 
G. WATTS; | 
‘J. CURPHY. 
I’. VALENTIN. 
3B. FROGGATT. Bai diniies 4 
G. M. MOORE, Acting Chairman. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 20. 


te ; , Annie Pepple to the Court of Equity, Bonny River. 
To Chairman, tial ‘ 
Dear Gentleman, = ag: ie Bonny, September 14, 1869. 

I BEG to inform you this to say that, now I want tell Court that I cannot fight any 
more, because I have no house, no iage, and have guns to fight, as all were burnt, and 
now I have no house to live in, and now the small countries which we have at hand belongs 
to the Queen now, and if any live, he live to Consul, and when he come we settle it at 
once. As I have told Queen before, that every house and pores which I have 
belongs to her hand, so if any of my house or some properties of me lost, then it may be 
Queen palaver, No more to say than my best regards. 

wees Your ever truly, © 
(Signed) ANNIE PEPPLE. 
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No. 21. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 29.) 


(No, 25.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 22, 1869. 

IN an interview with the King and Chiefs of New Calabar on the 6th ultimo, I 
learned that they were not so much molested by their troublesome neighbours as formerly. 
The cannibal Okrikas have not eaten any of the Calabar traders lately, as the trading 
canoes have a convoy of war canoes in their weekly visits to the oil-markets. 

‘Though at war with Brass there has been no fighting the past year. There is a juju 
or sacred village on the borders, whose inhabitants are never ieiared. in person or property 
by either belligerent. The headmen of this village have been working as peacemakers 
between the two tribes. , 

King Amacree and his chiefs, anxious for peace, though unwilling to own it, wished 
me to request the Kings of Brass to settle the palaver, and have done with fighting. I 
was not to say that they asked for peace from Brass; never could they stoop to that: 
Calabar was strong enough to fight Brass for ever. They agreed that I should tell the 
Kings of Brass that Calabar, like England, did not want to wage war with its neighbours, 
and was ready for a friendly settlement of old palavers. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 
No. 22. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received December 29.) 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 22, 1869. 


AT Brass I found trade entirely stopped in consequence of a fair attempt of the- 
agents to. reduce the price of oil. The Kings and Chiefs were up in the Iboe country 
settling a palaver with the oil producers. Last year the Chiefs wanted to send presents 
of powder and muskets to Bonny, in order that the Bonny Chiefs might hire the Okrikas 
to fight Calabar, but the agents refused to forward the presents, and they could not be 
sent through the Calabar Creeks, 

I requested the Chairman of the Court of Equity to warn the Brass Chiefs that they 
would incur the displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government if they did not cease hostilities 
against Calabar, with which England carried on a large trade. . 

| I shall revisit Brass at the earliest opportunity. -Meanwhile, Bonny is so distracted 
by its own civil war, that it cannot listen to any a fighting project. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 
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No. 23. é 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon. — (Received December 29.) 


No. 27.) 
i Lord," - Fernando Po, November 23, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Benin Agent's report of “one of the 
gravest, most heinous, and reprehensible criminal outrages, that is possible to conceive a 
native’s committing upon a European ;” and to state that on the 12th ultimo I met the 
Chiefs and Agents of Benin, and heard Bregbie’s statement, which, in substance, agreed 
with Mr. Moore's, except as to the amount to be paid for the roof. 

I then read Article VIII of the Treaty, “that all such aggressions and depredations 
shall be satisfactorily adjusted by the Chief,” and was told that, directly Jerry heard of 
the outrage, he came to have it satisfactorily adjusted; but Mr. Moore said, I won’t 
listen to a word you have to say ; I have written to the Consul, and he will bring a man- 
of-war to settle it.” “Very well,” replied Jerry, ‘‘as you have written for the Consul I’ll 
wait till Consul come.” 

_ Iremarked that Jerry did right in coming promptly to settle the difficulty accordin 
to Treaty, and that Mr. Moore was wrong in refusing to have it satisfactorily adjuste 
with the Chief; but that I could not allow Bregbie to take the law into his own hands: 
the three puncheons obtained by force must be restored. If Mr. Moore had wronged 
him, he should have complained to his Chief, who could bring the matter before the 
Consul if necessary. The three puncheons were returned next morning. 

Another native who had also built a roof for Mr. Moore, complained that, after the 
work was finished, Mr. Moore wanted to pay him with unsaleable tobacco, alleging that 
this was the agreement, which the native denied. As Mr. Moore was absent, all that his 
clerk could say, was that his instructions were to pay for the roof with that unsaleable 
tobacco. 

As nothing could be gained by waiting Mr. Moore’s return from England, except 
assertion and denial, and as it might lead to outrage if there was no settlement, I asked 
the native if he was willing to submit his case to three of the agents selected by himself. 
He agreed to this as did Mr. Moore’s clerk, and the three agents were to give a final 
decision in a few days. The Court of Equity was revived and a Chairman chosen ; and as 
gases like the above will be submitted to the Court, there is more likelihood that the 
peace of the river will be preserved. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





Inclosure in No. 23, 
Mr. Moore to Consul Livingstone. 


Sir, Benin Roads, Sentember 29, 1869, 

I RESPECTFULLY request your assistance and protection in the following matter 
at your earliest convenience. 

Bregbie, a native of Boobie, on Monday morning the 27th instant, about two miles 
from my factory, seized a canoe belonging to me and manned by Kroomen, as it was 
conveying my luggage to the schooner, by which I was proceeding on board the mail- 
steamer for presage to England. 

He took violent possession of the four packages of luggage in said canoe, and 


pr aie them to his own; upon which my kroomen returned and reported the seizure 
me, 


__ As it was imperatively necessary I should leave that day for England, I at once 
bs, prac my dos ovary Mr. Ackers, to Bregbie to ransom my luggage, upon any terms, 


under protest, till such time as I could lay the outrage before yourself or other of the | 
authorities. ae: 


Upon Mr. Ackers demanding an explanation of him for the gross and illegal i 
he stated that I was his debtor to the extent of bla rere labour pe med. in 
roofing my house with mats some nine months ago, which three puncheons he demanded 


yuent for, or & promissory order for same before he delivered my property, which latter 
This statement of Bregbie’s is utterly false and unfounded. He contracted with me 


i 


‘to doso 
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about nine months ago to roof my house efficiently in all respects for two puncheons oil, 
in which contract he utterly failed, and compromised the matter by accepting the equiva- 
lent of one puncheon of oil in goods, which T then paid. : 

From that time, extending over a period of eight months: until the 27th instant, 
within the last hour of my leaving Benin, he never referred to the subject in the slightest, 
never made any demand upon me, and never requested further payment or compensation 
in any shape whatever ; and his taking advantage of my departure at the very last moment 
to commit an act of brigandage to enforce a ransom, is one of the gravest, most serious, 
and reprehensible criminal outrages that is possible to conceive a native’s committin, 
upon a European settled amongst them, much to their own benefit and for the peacef 
purposes of trade. 

The most violent feeling of astonishment, indignation, and utter reprobation of the 
outrage exists amongst the Europeans here, who regard the occurrence as a most 
dangerous precedent ; and there is a general feeling of apprehension that no European 
property or merchandize is now safe. 

I therefore sincerely trust, in which anticipation I am joined by the European 
residents, that, on your arrival here, finding my statements corroborated, you will adjudi- 
eate upon the matter in such a way as will prevent the occurrence of such flagraht 
outrages for the future; also that the natives may know the penalties for any similar 
outrage hereafter, should any such be committed ; and. at the same time be alive to the 
fact that British subjects have the authorities to apply to in all cases for protection and 
redress. 

I am obliged to leave here this day for England per mail-steamer, and shall be 
absent four months; but ample evidence will be laid before you by my assjstants, 
Mr. Ackers and Mr. Thompson, by the kroomen who were in the canoe, and by the 
Europeans, especially Messrs. Minns and Jones, 

I have notified Jerry, the native Governor, that I have reported the outrage to you 
officially. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. MOORE. 








No. 24. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendan.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 28.) e — 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 24, 1869. 

FINDING in my recent visit to Benin, that Articles III and IV of the Treaty were 
still violated by the Agents, I gave them the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, as 
stated in Lord Stanley’s despatch No. 10 of April 18, 1868, “ that they must not expect 
Her Majesty’s Government to enforce upon the African Chiefs an observance of their 
Treaty engagements, unless British subjects on their part set an example by fulfilling 
their Treaty obligations.” One of the Agents remarked that the reason they did not 
pay the comey was, that there was no one to pay it to; no Chief would receive it, the 
question being still unsettled as to what Chief had the right to take it.. This seemed 
new to the other Agents; but is, I think the true reason, as none of the Chiefs have ever 
complained to me that comey was not paid. 

I requested the Agents to furnish me with a written statement at their earliest con- 
venience of their reasons for not complying with the above Articles, in order that I might 
transmit it to Her Majesty’s Government. aaa 
- : ave. 


(Signed) | CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





No. 25. te 
. Consul. Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 29). tie te : 
My Lon tes, Fernando Po, November 24, 1869. 

A BRISK trade in palm and kernels has opened up recently in Benin. The town 
of Warré is the chief seat of this trade ; but it is said to be 150 miles from the sea, by 


AFRICA. (Consular) —Bight of Biafra. 99% 


Warré notwithstanding ; and lately a steamer belonging to a Hamburgh Company, has 
towed up one of the es, and is making. regular tripe Se vi 
John H. e, Esq., of Glasgow, thinking e Forcados be a shorter path 
te Warré, explored it in his boat from Warré'to the sea, and fi abundance of water, 
and a straight channel. He mentioned this to the Hamburgh Captain, who came down in 
his steamer in five hours, The Benin channel took twelve hours with the tide. He found 
a good bar with 20 feet of water, aud fit for sailing-vessels. There is a capacious 
harbour inside the bar. 
The Forcados belongs to Chinomé, son of Queen Dolo of Warré. He is willing to 
have the river used, and offers to protect any bf who may go to it. 
have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 





No. 26. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon —(Received December 29.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Fernando Po, November 24, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I landed at Whydah on the 15th ultimo. This must 
be done in a surf-boat, and is not without danger. Eight trading establishments adorn 
the beach, viz.:—one English, three French, and four Portuguese. No one remains in 
the beach houses at night; all must sleep ih the town of Whydah, two miles inland ; 
and yet the traders are not troubled with thieves—their goods are safe without a 
guard. 

The exports are palm-oil, and palm-nut kernels, As the headman of Whydah had 
started on an expedition against Great Popo, and no means of crossing the deep lagoon 
between the beach and town could be had before evening, I did not deem it necessary 
to.ga to the town. 

This headman having given ample notice of the approaching war to the English 
house in Great Popo, so that they had removed their goods to a place of safety, I left the 
message that Her Majesty's Government would be pleased with his friendly conduct 
towards the English trader, and that 1 hoped to pay him a visit shortly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 


<= 





No. 27. 
Consul Livingstone to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 29.) 


(No. 31.) 


My Lord, Fernando Po, November 24, 1869 
AN outrage was*reported to meet Jellah Coffee, which the absence of the parties 
revented me from investigating. Mr. Henry Cross, Agent for Holland and Jakes, of 
Tesagn: kept a black woman, who kept a black man, J. D. Brown, of Sierra Leone. 
Mr. Cross presented his black mistress with a beautiful gold chain, and she presented, or 
lent, it to ~~ black master, J. D. Brown, who proudly wore it. Oross saw the gold chain 
round his hated: rival's neck, and was moved with choler; he shouted for his kroomen, 
and ordered Brown to be seized, tied up, and flogged; he gave him six dozen.. The 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Vindictive” saw Brown after the flogging, and says 
he was badly cut up. Brown had just sailed in the mail-steamer to seek ies in Accra, 
and when I summoned Cross on board, “he was not at home.” The above statement 
was given me by the Commander of Her Majesty’s hulk “ Vindictive,” lying at Jellah 

ee. 


Coffe 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES LIVINGSTONE. 
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No. 28. 


‘ ' Consul Me o to Lord Stanley. —(Received January 1, 1869.) 
(No. 13. 
My Lord, Madeira, December 15,. 1868... 

I REGRET to state that continued ill health has prevented my hitherto forwarding 

our Lordship the following account of my recent visit to His Highness King manent, 
at at bis ond of Bida Nupé._, 
On the cory of Thursday, the 27th August last, I went on board Her est’ 
ship .“ Investigator” which, in company with the “ Pioneer,” immediately weighe 
receeded for Feoe, a distance of about meted miles, which we reached on the Brenton of 
Saturday the 19th, 

Early.on Monday morning the Boat Expedition, consisting of the “ Investigator’s” 
gig ‘containing Her Majesty’s Consul, together with the Commander, the Assistant Pay- 
master and the carpenter of that vessel; the “ Pioneer's” gig containing. Lieutenant 
H. Stair Sandy, R.N., Commanding: the Niger Expedition, together with the Commander 
of the.“ Pioneer,” and Lieutenant Dixon, R.M.L.1., accompanied, by the gig of the 
“Thomas Bazley,” containing Mr. Thomas Lewis, the General Manager of the West, Africa 
Company (Limited), together withthe Bishop, of the Niger and Mr. Daniel Crowther— 
started for Wunangi on the Tchenishaga, which we reached on Wednesday the 2nd 
September. , 

Wunangi is the. port of Bida and is.about seven miles from that town, 

Immediately on our arrival,;a messenger-was dispatched to the .King and, in, . the 
meanwhile, one of the King’s eunuchs,,who was awaiting our,.arrival, led us to the huts 
which had been. prepared, for our reception, informing us that early the next morning 
horses would.arrive to convey the. party to Bida. 

On the morning of Thursday, the 3rd Se tember, 143 hearers artived to carry: the 
Queen’s presents, together with our baggage, and supplies. Soon after these had started, 
about | .P.ml; the horses made their appearance, and after a hot ride of about two hourg; 
we reached Bida-Nupé, entering that, town by the principal gate, outside of which a, most 
revolting spectagle presented itself in |the remains of two refractory Chiefs. (still.in the 
a dh in which they set) who had been pegs by order of the king dusting. the late 
rebe OSs VR Ob Saar 

1:0 aay escort, of eav ralry had accompanied. us frown Wunangi, and: soon after.we, entered 
the gates of Bidai we were met; hy Damaraki, the Commander. in-chief and. First Councillor 
to. the: King. ..He was accompanied. by about 200 horsemen and escorted, us up to 
the ‘palace, wehiste: we arnived about 4.0’clock, and were ,immediately ushered, into. the 
presence of: King’ ;Massdba, who received us, surrounded by.some of his. Chiefs, very 
graciously; pening that he: would not detain, us after our long.ride in the sun, and had us’ 
at;.once conducted: to a: large compound. in whieh we found ample, accommodation in huts 
which were provided, with asupply.of fine clean mats. In this compound we found ca prt 
turkeys, fowls, pumpkins, yams, rice cooked and uncooked, sufficient to 
for more than a week; and hardly were we inthe compo und before. the 
appearance ing himself that; alk our wants were attended to and that mo fe hs 
tions for our, haspi ery ar ap fully.carried out. 

.At.10 am..om Friday.the 4th, the. ‘King received: me: sath in wniform, 1 
‘was accompanied. Pie sere esac cragee _ Soe rest of the we entered the 

cla Om his gh ha dsome Paes in front of: sonia 
1s were (conspicuous om 
lent Sets re ae snp! Gow the first on his right was and 
rasinteodced to when the King said, “ that his 


panaaagae Ot 
sy was Mg Stich ead hand at ‘a SS foot, for without him he could do =_—e iff 
LASS 


\ 
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In consequence of numerous messages from King Massaba as to the great risk of — 
forwarding the presents for 1867 to Bida, owing to the unsettled state of the river, I had 
retained them at Lukoja and did myself the honour of presenting them on this occasion 
in the name of the Queen, informing His Highness that I was instructed to state that 
Her Most Gracious Majesty, in appointing a Consul for the Niger, had especially in view 
‘the drawing closer the bonds of friendship, which happily had so long existed between 
the Queen and His Highness, and between the people of England and the subjects of 
King Massaba. In which the King replied, that he duly appreciated the honour conferred 
upon him by appointing a British Consul in the Niger, and that he would do all in his 
power to protect and support him. He then referred to the long defence of Lukoja, and 
complimented me in having driven away the pirates, who had invested that town before 
the arrival of Her Majesty's ships “ Investigator” and “ Pioneer.” He expressed great 
concern as to the state of my health, and a hope that, like Dr. Baikie, I would remain 
with him three, five, or seven years, saying how much pleased he was for my kindness to 
his troops and the different Kings and Chiefs sent to my assistance. I thanked His 
Highness for the assistance he had given me, and expressed my gratitude in warm terms 
for his constant support at Lukoja. 

Lieutenant Sandys, R.N., then presented the presents for this year, when I informed 
the King that Her Majesty's Government had also forwarded a sword for presentation to 
His Highness, but that it had not reached Iagos when the steamer left that port. That 
I would see to its being forwarded to him by a safe opportunity. This further mark of 
— on the part of the British Government appeared to be very gratifying to the 

ing. 

On the next day, accompanied by the same party, I visited Prince Hamoru, the 
King’s successor, and presented liim with the articles sent for his acceptance, having 
previously shown them to the: King, in compliance with the custom of the country. 

The Prince, who is a very intelligent man, and ‘handsomer ‘even than Massaba, gave 
us a most ‘cordial reception, and on our departure presented us with some very handsome— 
mats. I had an interview’ with the King daily while at Bida, and took the opportunity of 
drawing the attention of the King to the great advantages which would accrue to himself 
and his successors by the extensive cultivation of cotton, and he assured me that he 
would use his utmost exertions in producing cotton and alsv then butter. 

In my final interview, after presenting Lieutanant Dixon, R.M.L.I., as the officer who 
would remain at Lukoja in charge of the Consulate in the event of my being compelled to 
invalid, I drew the King’s attention to the expenses incurred at Lukoja, when he at once 
stated that, in consideration of the very handsome presents forwarded to him, for the 
future, he would support any troops sent by him for the defence of Lukoja, and again 
urged upon me the necessity of having a small steamer always at my disposal at the 
Confluence. ; 

He requested ine to forward to yonr Lordship his anxious wish that the death of the 
late Mr. Fell, ard also the attack by the pirates of Inhamblane on Her Majesty’s ship. 
“Investigator ” in the previous year should be avenged, as I had informed His Highness 
that, in the absence of instructions from England, I did not feel myself justified in making - 
such a requisition to the Senior Naval Officer. 

During the defence of Lukoja, a man and two women were captured by some of the. - 
Lukoja people, and I at once gave these prisoners their freedom. Some days afte 
these people were brought to me by Galadimo and other Chiefs belonging to King - 
Mussaba, with’a request that 1 would redeem them by paying 5!. redemption money for - 
each of them. ‘This I refused to do, as I had already them. Galadimo, despite my 
remonstrances, allowed these people to be forcibly taken out of the Consulate, and had 
them sold into slavery. Having stated the case to the King. he at once offered me every 
redress in his power, and assured me that these le should be restored to me at Lukoja, 

‘and, to mark his sense of the gross insult that been offered to Her a. git Consul 
by forcibly removing them from the Consulate, he would immediately recall imo : 
which he did’ by a messenger that very night. BSR) fea 

~The King said that, after I had poudehed the pirates at Beaufort Island, who he knew 
‘vere preparing for another attack on Lukoja on the departure of Her Ma ships, he 
would ‘remove his troops to Bida, as they would be then no gn. at pes 

PE ian. bosferclhe Dae shag st reg ein 8 RU a of ivory and some 
handsome ac etipiar apr er fhoreswen yaa * Gore a eo. 
he intrusted his presents to the Queen, consisting of two very fine ostriches ‘some 
Niger sheep. tiase pressets he Sacetod dionla be n on board at Egga, as that was 
mena saying, “ Egga belongs to me, and Lukoja belongs to the Queen of 
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‘Ds tha wabiale bb, tele ob linen ho eeiik domin-te buffaloes, sheep, 
pampkins, fe in i bles and ated eur pry to the let with gent Mind oa 


On Wednesday, the 9th September, we had our final interview with His 
when he informed me that he was so much pleased with our visit, and Si 
the party, that he would himself accompany us out of the town. Surrounded: by his body 
guard and band, he rode with us to his farm, where there were about 400 persons 
variously employed under the King’s personal superintendence. He then escorted us 
one-third of the wa ty 3 to a when he saluted us with his guard and band and with 


kindly e: 0 
be Rivereday the 10th “of September we reached Egga, and two days later the 
ae for the Queen were placed on board Her Majesty’s ships, together with a letter 
in Arabic from His Highness King Massaba to Her Most Gracious Majesty, which I have 
already done myself the honour of forwarding to your pneed : 
(Signed) J. LYONS Mc LEOD. 





No, 29. 


Consul Mc Leod to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 1, 1869 ) 
No. 14.) 
My Lord, Madeira, December 15, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 5, 
dated June 9, 1868, informing me that your Lordship had directed a casé, containing a 
sword as a present from Her Majesty’s Government, to be forwarded to me for presentation 
to King Massaba, with suitable expressions on the part of Her Majesty's Government. 

In reply, I have the honour to state that, on my recent visit to King Massaba, I 
informed fis Highness of the kind intentions of I!er Majesty’s Government ; but that, I 
regretted to say on the departure of Her Majesty’s ships for the Niger, this year, the case 
containing the sword had not arrived at Lagos, and that I should arrange for its safe keep- 
ing until a favourable opportunity occurre for its presentation to the King, with which 
His Highness seemed much pleased. 

I have further to add, my Lord, that on my arrival at Lagos, in September last, I 
learned from Captain Glover, R.N., administering the Government of that Settlement, 
that the case referred to-had reached Lagos, and his Excellency agreed to take charge 
of the same until the departure of the Expedition for the Niger next year. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. LYONS McLEOD. 





No. 30. 


‘Consul Mc Leod to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 16, 1869.) 


(Private.) 
_ Dear Lord Clarendon, Madeira, January 6, 1869. 
‘T HAVE much Sains | in congratulating your Lordship on your return to office. I 


hope that the letters which I wrote to you, from time to time, since I left England have 
reached you. 


I hin briefly to draw youd Lordship’s attention to three occasions upon which T have 


been under the notice of Her y's Government, viz., in m- 
ber sor for agent days, we were defending Her Rex srede ship “ "Tavestigaton Pa 
during the time that vessel pee: een per the Delta in the Niger ;. 









of the iget and hie party from the gored 
Sas faa pita Rader ev Tocbele: Pts a 

, Ys on su u ence 

a my enideavoured to obtain possession of the pod 
late of Pe nigh rege rei up to this te I 
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1648, which would give me a senioity of twenty rests as Hewtenan, in hich rank 


have alread. sufficiently long at sea to Tn omogue to the rank of 
_ securing (ome at eat the hapa of that rank of my 


been thrown overboard from “f "1 was'e 
comforts during my harassing service at Lukoja, and +7 





ym the effects of which T aim: 
Lord Stanley granted me leave of absence until the 15th’ September next, and to 
my post by that date I will be obliged to leave liere by the June mail eee 

Your Lordship wae kind enough to say, on giving me the appointment of Ber 
Majesty’s Consul in the Niger, that it would be a stepping-stone to better. 
May I therefore beg that your Lordship will kindly give me employment in some ¢oun 
where I can be accompanied by my wife and family, as it is im paren to thake ends 
meet with a small salary, having at present to keep up two estabhshmeénts, one at my 
post and another for my family at Madeira. 
Very A cor yours 
(Signed) J. LYONS Mc!EOD. 


— epee a 





No. 31. 
Mr. Murray to Consul Me Leod. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 13, 1869. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to state to you that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment have decided to suppress the Consulship of Lukoja, and, under these circumstances, 
I am to desire that you will not return to that post. 

Lord Clarendon has inquired of the Lords of the Treasury what com 
be granted to you on the abolition of the Consulate, and their Kordships have informed 
him that a compensation of 50/. a year will be given to you, 

Your half-salary as Consul will be continued to you until the 30th of June next, and 
your compensation allowance will commence on the Ist July. 


am, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 





No. 32. 
Mr. Murray ‘o Lieutenant Dizon, R.M. 


Sir, n Office, May 24, 1869. 
HER Majesty's Government ies determined to nga. isk the Consutate for 
r Districts, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to desire that you will bring away 
vik you from Lukoja the Consular archives; and that you will deposit them yourself at 
Lagos, or remit them to the care of the Administrator of the Government of that Colony. 
I am further to desire that, should there be any Government property at Lukoja, you 
will dispose of the same ere account for the proceeds to this ayhid 


Tam, & 
(Signed) J ans MURRAY, 





No. 33. 
The Eail of Clarendon to Lieutenant ‘Dizon, RM. 


F 


HER Majesty’s Corecess having, 
tiahattce the Oetenlate eae 





“ 


| gracious reception at every interview I 


You! will adsure the King that, in withdrawing shy Coane jest 
rupee ee ot aetonped SY ay earaeay meee ng racism, bt t, on 


= wets Hino tae he, etd orca 
ie eon wil a Xe Speke 


cruizers from ascending yo iaq river sifh Sas oth it Hk ees fi vod aida ge! Pete 

therefore, for.Her-Mujesty's Government to afford 

which the events of last year oe is sometimes rier} vobwithtending the 

and powerful ififluence of His ighness ; and you will add ‘that it is chiefly on this account 

persicae has been deemed expedient, in order not to compromise the King, to withdraw the 
0 te. 

You will, in conclusion, request the King to continue to afford his powerful protection 
to British traders and others who may remain at Lukoja, or may and to their interest - 
to establish themselves in other portions of the territories under his rule; and you will 
point out to His Highness the benefits that cantiot fail to accrue both to him and to his 
bere by yng an interchange of the productions of his country between the native 
and European 

You will re aed ‘the King to accept the presents which the officer in command of the 
expedition will deliver to you on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, and you will 
state that it will at all times afford Her Majesty’s Government much pleasure to hear of 
his health and prosperity. 






I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON 





No. 34. 
Lieutenant Dizon, R.M., to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 26.) 


My Lord, Lagos, September 30, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, in compliance with instructions 
contained in Foreign Office despatch dated June 9, 1869, I embarked on board Her 
per ay ship “ Lynx,” at Lukoja, and proceeded to Bida to visit King Massaba, and 

inform him officially of the Jetermination come to by Her Majesty's Government to 
abolish the Consulate at Lukoja. 

IT have much pleastire in reteias A ty Lordship that the King gave me a most 

with hit, 

I informed His irs weg of the determination come to by Her Majesty’s Government 
to withdraw the Consul, but thanked him for the nasey 2 and proteetion whieh he had 
Majot extended to Her Majesty’s subjects, and assured him that it was the wish of Her 

per? Government to perpetuate the friendship which had so long subsisted between 
hie and the British Government, in proof of which Her Majesty had sent bin token 
of her regard. The King begged that a white man might be lett at Likoja, but on my 
pointing out that Her Majesty was anxious not to compromise His Highness by baie 
an Agent in such a position as precluded the possibility of communicating with him at 
times of the year, he made no farther objection, and assured me that the smallest article 
left by a British subject in his country should be protected as if it were his own. I also 
pointed out the benefits which must accrue to him and his people by an poregierin of the 






productions of his country with Eurcpean productions, which His Stent Genent ia 
at once; and assured me that he would send orders to Demeraki, in 
command of the troops at Lukoja, to take charge of the tornand ‘protect al subjects. 
and their Lay ast if rhs tae ats 
Wee! ae rther the honour to inform your Lordship that, in co ipliance with the 
sent to me in Foreign Office letter dated the 24th May, 1869, on my return 


meri ll Govern oa by public 
which le I i poh 


t | ho aye s tinge 
find pao wel on pousble ll fle ears t Lao; and : 
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the steamer “Thomas Bazley,” belonging to the West Africa Company, on the 16th 
September, 1869. : a 


On my arrival at Lagos I handed over, in compliance with your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions, the archives of the Niger Consulate to Administrator, whose receipt for the 
same I beg to inclose. 

. . regret, my Lord, that, in consequence -of indisposition since my arrival here, I have 
been unable to complete my annual report, but I hope to be able to forwarded it to your 
Lordship by the next mail. 


I have pleasure in hoping that your Lordship will approve of my proceedings so far 
I have been able to detail them in this despatch. P F 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DIXON, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 


Accounr of the Disposal of Government Property at Lukoja, River Niger. 


£ad 

One dwelling-house surrounded by a mud wall inclosing a court-yard containing “ 

several small huts 3 “7 a9 gl “se 25 0 0 
Three small cannons, dangerous to fire, and one old rifle in the same state oe 

Two small cannons and two old rifles, all in a dangerous condition .. ae 5 0 0 

Total = rte ; -- £30 0 0 


1 certify that the whole of this money was expended in paying off Interpreters and 
other Government servants, and providing for the children who had been redeemed by 


Government. 
(Signed) W. DIXON, Lieutenant, R.M. 
Late Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul, for the Niger, 
and Districts bordering on the Chadda. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 34. 


List of Books received from the Niger Consulate. 


1 General Instructions to Her Majesty’s Consuls. 1 Index Book. 
1 Instructions to Consuls, Merchant-Ships, and 1 Guard Book.. 


Seamen. 2 Commercial Reports, Part I. 
1 Foreign Office List, 1867. 2 Commercial Reports, Part II, 


1 Acts of Parliament relating to Merchant Ships 8 Class A, Correspondence relating to Slave Trade, 


2 Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory, 1859-67. 
» 1867 and 1868. 7 Class B, Correspondence relating to Slave Trade, 
1 Blank Record Book. 1859-67. 


; (Signed) JOHN H. GLOVER, Administrator, 
Government House, Lagos, September 30, 1869. 


r 
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FRANCE. 
No. 36. 
") The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Lyons. 
y Lord, 


Foreign Office, July 7, 1869. 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 17 of the 27th October last, 
I have to instruct you to take an early opportunity to remind the French Government 
that no rid of the nature promised in the Marquis de Moustier’s note to you of the 
26th October last has been received from them regarding the claims preferred by 
certain British traders in the Nunez River Territory on account of losses aileged to have 
been incurred through the bombardment by the French of the Bokeh Factory. 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 
No. 36. 
™ Lord Lyons to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 14.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, ° 


Paris, July 13, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose 2 copy of a note in which, in execution of the 
instruction contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 7th instant, No. 7, I have 
reminded the French Government of their promise to communicate to me information 
respecting the losses alleged to have been incurred by British traders in the River 
Nunez Territory, through the bombardment by the French of the Bokeh Factory. 

v 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 36. 
Lord Lajons to the Marquis de Lavalette 


M. le Ministre, Paris, July 12, 1869. 
IN a note dated the 26th Octobe’ last, your Excellency’s predecessor, the Marquis 
de Moustier, informed me that the Minister of. Marine had for information from the 


_M. de Moustier was so good as to add, that he would not fail to make me acquainted 
with the tof th ingury thus set on foot end Tam now directed by Her Majesty 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to remind the Government of'the Emperor 
of the case, and to express the hope of Her Majesty's Government that the promised — 
} AY i ‘ e eam pe) T have, &c. 
_. (Bigned) - LYONS 





30 FRANCE. 
No.:87. 
Lord Lyons to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 14.) 


y Lord, . Paris, August 13, 1869. 

- WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th ultimo, No. 3, and to the previous 
correspondence respecting the losses alleged to’ have been suffered by British traders 
in the River Nunez Territory, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of a 
note and its inclosures, which I received yesterday from the Prince de la Tour d’Auvergne. 

Your Lordship wiil see -that the Prince expresses the belief that the information 
contained in these papers shows clearly that the complaint of the traders against the French 
authorities is unfounded. 

[ have, &c. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 37. 
The Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne to Lord Lyons. 


M.]'Ambassadeur, ~ Paris, le 7 Aoit, 1869. 

A LA date du 12 Juillet dernier, vous vous étes adressé 4 mon prédécesseur, paur 
obtenir quelques informations au sujet des réclamations formulées par certains négociants 
Anglais établis dans le Rio Nunez, et qui s’étaient plaints des dommages qu’ils auraient 
essayés 4 la suite de coups de canon tirés 4 Bokeh. Je me suis empressé de‘rappeler cette 
affaire 4 M. |’Amiral Ministre de la Marine, et je viens de recevoir de lui une communi- 
cation dont j’ai ’honneur de vous transmettre ci-joint copie, avec ses annexes. I] en 
résulte, comme votre Excellence le verra, que les actes de répression auxquels le Lieutenant 
Cauvin se vit obligé de recourir eurent pour but et pour résultat de protéger tous les 
commercants Européens voisins du poste de Bokeh; qu’au moment ou il jugea nécessaire 
d’employer l'artillerie, il en fit prévenir tous les traitants, Francais et Anglais, en leur 
offrant un asile au poste pour eux et les marchandises; que les six coups de canon tirés le 
15 Mai, 1867, furent tous dirigés sur la cime du Mont St. Jean, ot n’existait aucune 
factorerie ; qu’enfin si un sujet Britannique a pu éprouver quelques dommages, ces dom- 
mages ont été commis par la bande des Foulahs, qui auraient tout détruit sans notre 
protection. 

Je me plais a crore, M. Ambassadeur, que les écla‘rcissements contenus dans 
les piéces communiquées par M. l’Amiral Rigault de Genouilly vous parditront, commé a 
moi-méme, assez nets pour ne pas laisser de doute sur le peu de fondement des plaintes 
que vous m’avez fait l’honneur de me transmettre. : * 

Agréez, &c. 
(Signé) PCE. DE LA TOUR D’AUVERGNE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 37 
Admiral Rigault de Genouilly to the Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne, 


M. le Prinee et cher Collégue, Paris, le 26 Juillet, 1869. 
PAR lettre du 14 de ce mois votre wrédécesseur m’a fait part d’une nouvelle demande 
d’informations adressée par le Gouvernement Britannique 4 Londres au sujet du préjudice 
qu’auraient occasionnée d certains négociants Anglais du Rio Nunez des coups Xe canon 
tirés contre les indigénes par le commandant du poste de Deboké, es 
Je trouve dans une lettre du Gouverneur du Sénégal, qui s'est croisée avec ma 
communication da 23 Octybre dernier, et dans un rapport du commandant actuel du dit 
poste annexé a cette lettre, quelques indications qui me paraissent pouvoir suppléer a la 
réponse speciale que j’attendais de M. le Colonel Pinet Laprade. — ee 
Il résulte de la lettre de cet officier supérieur, dont je crois devoir joindre ici un 
extrait, et de Ja copie également ci-annexée du rapport de M. Bascans, que les plaintes dont 
il s‘agit sont réellement sans fendement. : 5 
Si votre Excellence ne jugeait pas ces explications suffisantes, j’écrirais de nouveau 
& M. le Colonel Pinet Laprade en le priant de me fournir un complément de renseigne.. _ 
ments i cet egard. eee re Ce eee atts aaa 


Agrees, &e. Sota 
(Signe) = RIGAULT DE GENOUILLY.. 





| FRANOE, 3 
Inclosure 3 in No. 37. 
Colonel Laprade to Admiral Rigault de Genouilly. 


(Extrait.) St. Louis, le 30 Octobre, 1868. 

DOUKA pees son séjour & Sierra Leone adressa au Consulat de France un 
mémoire destiné A Sa Majesté plan, igeeg Ce mémoire et la lettre qui l'accompagne sont 
annexés a la ——- dépéche sous le No. 4. Les documents ont été évidemment congus 
et écrits par des personnes intéressées A nous susciter des embarras dans le Rio Nunez, et 
peut-étre aussi pour étre mis a l’appui de la réclamation que le Gouvernement Anglais se 
propose, d’élever au sujet de prétendus dommages causés 4 ses nationaux par les deux ou 
trois coups de canon tirés par le poste de Boké pour protéger le commerce contre des 
bandes qui se disposaient 4 attaquer nos établissements. Votre Excellence trouvera dans 
le dossier ci-joint sous le No. 5 les explications précises fournies a ce sujet par le com- 
mandant actuel du poste de Boké; elles prouvent que les actes du Lieutenant Cauvin 
eurent pour but ef pour résultat de protéger le commerce eri général établi sous les murs 
du poste. et que si un traitant Anglais a éprouvé quelques dommages il a été produit par 
les bandes des Foulahs qui auraient tout détruit sans notre protection. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 37. 
Lieutenant Bascans to the Governor of Senegal. 


M. le, Gouverneur, Boké, le 13 Aodt, 1868. 

J’AI Vhonneur de porter a votre connaissance les renseignements que vous m‘avez 
demandés par votre lettre No. 80, que j’ai regue par le vapeur la “Tactique.” 

Lorsque M. le Lieutenant Cauvin, mon prédécesseur, fut obligé de tirer quelques coups 
de canon dans la direction du Mont St. Jean pour dissiper les rassemblements de Foulahs, 
il ne fut causé aucun dommage aux factoreries Anglaises. ‘Tous les traitants Wolofs et 
autres qui étaient présents 4 Boké 15 Mai, 1867, m’ont donné les renseignements suivants. 

* Lorsque M. le Commandant Cauvin jugea nécessaire d’employer lartillerie du poste 
pour dissiper les Foulahs qui s’étaient réunis en grand nombre sur le Mont St. Jean, et que 
Foulahs et Landoumahs réunis menacaient d’attaquer Je poste de Boké et de piller Jes 
factoreries, il fit préalablement prévenir tous les traitants Anglais et Francais qu'il allait 
tirer des coups de canon et qu'il leur offrait asile au poste pour eux et pour leurs 
marchandises. Les traitants Francais s’empressérent d'abandonner leurs factoreries et de 
se rendre a l'invitation du Commandant avec tout ce qu'ils purent enlever de leurs 

. es traitants Anglais jugérent & propos de ne pas se réfugier au poste, 
rtérent a la hite ce qu’ils avaient dans leurs magasins a bord de leurs embarcations 
et quittérent Boké au plus vite. 

“ Ils avaient déja got au large avant le commencement du feu, n’ayant pas mis 
longtemps a enlever le peu de marchandises ou de produits qu’ils avaient dans leurs 
magasins, la traite de l’année touchant a sa fin. 

Ainsi que je l’ai dit plus haut les six coups de canon qui ont été tirés le 15 Mai, 1867, 
rg tous dirigés sur la cime du Mont St. Jean, of n’existait aucune factorerie, ni Anglaise 
ni Francaise. 

“Un des traitants Anglais, qui était déja parti avec ses camarades au moment du fe 
n’ayant pu prendre avec lui tout ce qu'il avait dans sa factorerie, laissa,” ajoutent les 
témoins, “ quelques produits et quelques marchandises dans ses magasins, et sans en confier, 
la garde 4 personne. Les produits et ces, marchandises furent enlevés pendant la nuit 
du 16 au 16 Mai par les Landoumahs. i 7 
Je crois, M. le Gouverneur, que les détails que je donne sur cette derniére question 
po hg pour prouver que la réclamation dont vous avez eu connaissance n’est pe rn 
fondée, ou du mojns si les maisons de commerce de Sierra Leone ont eu a signaler un 
déficit dans les opérations de traite de leurs employés noits 4 Boké, elles ont eu tort de 
la mettre sur le compte des pu: de canon que M. Cauvin a tirés plutét que sur le 
compte o la négligence ct de l'indiserétion des noirs auxquels elles avaient confié leurs 

ndises. . is oy i 
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32 FRANCE. os 
é No. 88 : 
The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. West. 


v. 10.) 
Sah - Foreign Office, October 5, 1869. - 

I INCLOSE a copy of a letter from Messrs; Lucas, Brothers, of Bristol, merchants 
engaged in the African trade, complaining of the heavy charges recently levied upon two 
of their vessels by the French authorities at Grand Jacque and Half Jacque; ui wish 
you to communicate their letter to the French Government. 

If this statement is true, it would a) that the exactions of which they complain 
are at variance with the promise made by the French Government to Lord Cowley in 
1844, that trade with the possessions acquired by the French on the African coast should 
continue open to all nations, and that no attempt would be made to impose duties or 
restrictions upon vessels resorting to their ports for purposes of commerce; and you will 
state that Her Majesty’s Government are convinced that it is not the wish of the French 
Government to sanction any departure from an engagement which has been hitherto 
faithfully kept. 

Her Majesty’s Government disclaim any desire to obtain exclusive privileges for 
British trade on the African coast, but they have a fair right to expect tha. British 
traders should be allowed to resort freely to ports occupied by the French, and to share © 
on equal terms in a commerce which England has so greatly helped to establish -by 
sacrificing life and money in suppressing the Slave Trade. 

The effect of such heavy exactions as those complained of would be to drive away 
British trade from ports in the occupation of the French, and as Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are well aware that the Fre.ich Government would never sanction such a policy, they 
are convinced that the matter will be properly investigated, and that instructions in this 
sense will be sent to the French authorities; and you will state that He: Majesty’s 
Government will be gratified at receiving an early assurance to this effect. . 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON 





Inclosure in No. 38. 
Messrs. Lucas Brothers and Co. to the Karl of Clarendon. 


My Lord, Bristol, September 21, 1869. 

IN the year 1844, our then firm (Lucas, Gwyer, and Lucas) had a correspondence 
with the Earl of Aberdeen in reference to the occupation by the French of certain points 
on the Western Coast of Africa, and their interference with the trade carried on there by 
ourselves and other merchants of Bristol. 

This correspondence was printed among that for 1844 on the Slave Trade with 
foreign Powers (Class C), presented to both Houses of Parliament by command of Her 
Majesty in 1845. 

At page 88 of this publication is a letter, No. 149, from Lord Cowley to Lord 
Aberdeen, who states M. Guizot informed his Lordship the “ French had occupied these 
points for the convenience of their own trade, but not at all with the intention of 
interfering with or opposing any obstacle to that of other nations; that the trade would 
continue as heretofore free to all nations, and that I (Lord Cowley) might be assured that 
no attempt would be made by the French to impose duties or restrictions of any kind upon 
ships resorting to those stations.” ae ; 

ince the above period we have continued to carry on our trade with the West Coast 


for the honour of our C: 
Com: of the Fren é. 
« This,” and the other for 291. 12s. 8d. fer d 
these drafts are severall 
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‘Nhe circumstances under which these drafts were given are detailed in a letter 
wees to us by the Captain of the ‘‘ Fanny Chapman,” dated Half Jack, May 22, 1869, 
as follows :— 

' Yesterday, the Commander-in-chief for the French out here called on 
_ ° all ships here und made a demand for 16 francs per ton for all il received from this 
‘beach, and all ships here having no cash, were compelled to draw bills on-the owners for 

‘~ amounts demanded, and I have drawn a bill on you to the order of Collector and 
Comptroller of French Customs for the sum of 291. 12s. 8d. Captain Holder will explai 
to the reason my billis heavier than other-ships, and the drawback when ship is full I 

be allowed; they have also planted Custom-house officers at Grand Jacque (one also 
to be at Half Jacque in two weeks hence), who is to hold us to the following rates :— 
namely, permits to trade and land goods, | franc: permits to export oil and African 
produce, 100 francs; security to be paid on arrival and delivered on sailing for England, 
500 franes. rt duty on all palm-vil, 16 francs per ton of 250 gallons; anda duty 
ad valorem on all other African produce. Permits to transfer cargo of any sort from ship 
to ship not settled yet, but think 5 francs. They have mado no demand of any sort on 
the natives, but have promised them their good-will and friendship ; also guaranteed us 
protection, and, in case of bad debts, the Commandant promises to make them pey- Such 
@ duty levied on all ships will considerably increase the price of palm-oil, and will on this 
’ ship, taking a franc at 94d (which they demand) make 189/. 16s. 7$d., or nearly 13s. per 
ton, being another blight on my hopes of a cheap cargo. Will do my best to keep price 
down and relieve the blow.” 

As the imposition of these charges by the French authorities is entirely new, and may 
. be the forerunner of other restrictions and impositions to the serious prejudice of a trade 
valuable to this country, which has been carried on hitherto free from such exactions, we 
beg respectfully to your Lordship’s attention to the matter, and to request the favour 
of your informing us, either after investigation or otherwise, whether any protection can 
be given us and other merchants against claims of this character made and enforced by 
the French Government; or whether, on trading to Half Jacque, Grand Jacque, or else- 
where on the coast of Africa, we must submit to duties and restrictions, the intention to 
impose which the French Government, in the correspondence above referred to, formally 
disclaims. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) LUCAS BROS. AND Co. 





No. 39. 
"Mr. West to the Earl of Claregdon.—(Received November 3.) 


o. 8. 

ir oa. Paris, Cetever 29, 1869. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s No. 10 of the 5th instant, I have the 
honour to inclose herewith a copy of a note from the Prince de la Tour d’Auvergne, 
acknowledging the receipt of the communication I made to his Excellency on the 7th 
instant, relative to the complaints of Messrs. Lucas respecting charges levied on their 
vessels at Grand Jacque and Half Jacque by the rye authorities. 

ave, 


, » he. 
(Signed) L. 8. SACKVILLE WEST. 





Inclosure in No. 39. 
Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne to-Mr. West, 


Ministre de la Marine, et dés que sa réponse me sera parvenue je ne manquerai pas de 
la porter 4 votre connaissance. :; 


Agréez, &c. Pp Ree 
(Signé) PCE, DE LA TOUR D’AUVERGNE. 


No. 40. 


“ Lord Lyons to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 1.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Paris, November 29,-1869.+ 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of a note from the 
Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne, and its inclosure, which convey the answer of the French 
Government to the representation made by Mr. West, in obedience to the instruction 
contained in your. Lordship’s despatch No. 10 of the 5th. October, 1869, respecting 
export duties lévied at Grand Jacque and Half Jacque. 
The French authorities maintain that the levying of these duties affords no ground 
for complaint. ; m 
Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 
The Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne to Mr. West. 


Monsieur, Paris, le 23 Novembre, 1869. 

VOUS m’avez fait ’honneur de m’écrire, le 7 Octobre dernier, pour m’entretenir 
d’une réclamation a laquelle a donné lieu, de la part de négociants Anglais, la perception 
de certains droits prélevés par les autorités Frangaises de Half Jacques et de Grand 
Jacques sur la céte oocidentale d'Afrique. J’ai: communiqué cette réclamation a 
M. l’Amiral Ministre de la Marine, et je m’empresse de-:vous transmettre en copie 
la réponse qu’il vient de m'adresser. 

Il en résulte, comme vous le verrez, que la taxe pergue dans nos établissements, 
surtout si on les compare a certains droits en vigueur dans les comptoirs Anglais de la 
méme céte, est trés modérée, qu'elle n’altére en rien le régime de libre commerce, puis 
quelle s’applique indistinetement a tous les pavillons, frappe nos nationaux a l’égal des 
étrangers, et est destiné 4 fournir des ressources aux travaux publics, ainsi qu’a des 
dépenses de protection générale profitable aux habitants de tous Jes ‘pays qui fréquentent 
nos établissements. ' 

En ce qui concerne les engagements pris par la France en 1844, et sur lesquels se fonde 
particuliérement la réclamation de MM. Lucas Fréres, de Bristol, je me suis moi-méme 
reporté A ce qui s'est passé a cette époque; et je crois pouvoir.conclure des documents 
dont j’ai pris connaissance que la régularité de taxes décrétées le.12.Septembre, 1868, ne 
saurait étre valablement contestée. O’est ce que vous reconnattrez vous-méme, je n’en 
doute pas, si vous voulez bien vous faire représenter une dépéche adressé par M. Guizot a 
Lord Cowley, le 11 Novembre, 1844, et dont-voici le dernier paragraphe :— 

“ L'intention du Gouvernement du Roi est de ne rien changer sur ces points a l'état 
actuel des choses, et d’y maintenir la liberté de commerce. C'est bien la en effet notre 
intention, et elle réglera notre conduite. Mais il est bien entendu que l’assurance que je 
vous donne ne age aucune atteinte au droit de souveraineté que nous avons acquis sur 


ces points de la céte d’Afrique, et que si dans l’avenir nous nous tronvions la 
nécessité d’exercer ces droits en matiére commerciale nous serions libres de le faire,”’ 
' Agréez, &c. 
(Signé) PCE, DE LA TOUR D'AUVERGNE.. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 40... ; Slay 
Admiral Rigault de Genouilly to the Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne. ; 


M. le Prince et cher Collague, Paris, le 8 Novembre, 1869. 
VOTRE Excellence m’a fait Yhonneur de m’entretenir dans une lettre du 16 Octobre 
dernier, d'une réclamation a laquelle a donné lieu de lu part des négociants Anglais, la 


FRANCE. : 35 
tion’ du droit de 4 pour cent ad valorem, établi dans tous nos compt de la Cate 
ort cr aaa cee 


Cédte Occidentale d’Afrique)-sur les qui en sont exportées. 
A Vappui de leur récl les intéressés ont invoqué, et le Gouvernement Anglais 
@ rappelé, des assurances émanées de |’Administration Francaine en 1844, et en vertu 


est rien; la taxe atteint indistinctement les marchandises exportées par nos nationaux 
comme par les étrangers,:et si on les compare A celles qui sont percues & Sierra Leone 
et dans d’autres comptoirs Anglais de la Cite d’Afrique, elle doit étre considérée comme 
extrémement modérée. En effet, votre Excellence sait qu’a Sierra Leone nofamment 
nos vins sont frappés d’un droit de 1s. 6d. par gallon; soit 80 pour cent; et nos eaux de 
vie de 2s, par gallon, soit plus de 50 pour cent. 

J’ajoute que sur certains points de la céte occupés par |’Angleterre nous sommes 
tenus a la fois d’acquitier des droits 4 importation et des droits a l’exportation, indépen- 
damment de taxes d’ancrage et autres, tandis que dans nos comptoirs de la Céte d’Or et 
du Gabon, il n’est percu qu’un droit de 4 pour cent sur les marchandises exportées. 

D’autre part, M. le Contre-Amiral Dauriac m’a fait connaftre par une lettre du 
18 Juin dernier‘ que ce droit n’avait été considéré comme trop élevé ni par les chefs et 
traitants, ni par les capitaines de navires Anglais trafiquant sur cette céte. 

Voici comment il s'exprimait 4 cette occasion :— 

“ L’installation de la douane a eu lieu avec une certaine solemnité en présence des 
principaux chefs et traitants tacks et des capitaines de huit navires Anglais mouillés sur 
rade. Ces derniers ont méme signé un procés-verbal, et se sont empressés venir acquitter 
de suite les droits acquis depuis le 1 Mai, date fixée antérieurement pour la mise 
en vigueur. Tous se sont montrés satisfaits du nouveau régime, qui, moyennant le paye- 
ment des taxes qu’ils se sont accordes a trouver trés légéres, leur offre des garanties de 
protection, de sfreté d'affaires et de correspondances réguliéres par la poste Francaise de 
Grand : 
En résumé la taxe percue dans nos comptoirs est trés modérée et indistinctement 
appliquée aux produits de toute sorte exportés par tous pavillons, et la mesuge dont le 
Gouvernement Anglais se plaint n’a rien qui touche au régime du'libre commerce, puis- 

v’elle s’applique indistinctement 4 tous les pavillons, frappe nos nationaux a )’é 

ex étrangers, et est destinée 4 fournir des ressources aux travaux publics ainsi qu’a des 
dépenses de protection générale profitables aux négociants de tous les pays qui fréquentent 
nog établissements. 


. Agréez, &c. 
(Signed) | REIGAULT DE GENOUILLY. 


€: 36) : 





PORTUGAL. 
No. 41. 
Sir C. Murray to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received January.6,.1869.) 
(No. 1.) ; 
My Lord, Lisbon, December 26, 1868. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 





Inclosure in No. 41. 
The Marquis Sé da Bandeira to Mr. Doria. 


(Translation.) Foreign Department, Lisbon, December 19, 1868. 
IN accordance with what is laid down in the 2nd paragraph of the I[Ird Article of 
the Treaty of the 3rd July 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain for the complete 
abolition of the Slave Trade, 1 have the honour to inform you, in order that you may be 
pleased to acquaint your Gove-nment therewith, that the corvette “Sagres,” 300 horse- 
power, and armed with two pivot 56-pounder guns of Blakeley, two $2-pounders, and one 
rifled field-gun, left this port on the 16th instant, for the purpose of reinforcing the nayal 
station on the West Coast of Africa. She is aber by Captain Christiana Augusto 
da Costa Simas, who is also going to command the station. 
T avail, &c. 
(Signed) SA DA BANDEIRA. 
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The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doria.” 
(No..1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1869. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a of a note which I 
addressed, on the 17th May last, to the Portuguese Chargé d’ at this Court 


with reference to a claim preferred by the owners of the Portuguese barque “ Dahomey ” 
on account of the detention of their vessel by a British cruizer in the Congo River in the 
month of March 1866. 

From a further correspondence, copies of which are inclosed, you will see that 
M. Figaniére e Morfo has been instructed by his Government to make a 


_ to the effect that the Treaty for She preneniion of the Slave Trade concluded in 1842 ‘ 


between the two countries be annull 
overture has been met by Her Majesty's Government. 


. Lam, &e. Be 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 


1 





i 


and you will learn also the spirit in which this © 


i 


} \ 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 42. j 
_ The Earl of Clarendon to Senhor Figanitre e Moro. 
M. le Chargé d’Affaires, Foreign Office, May 17, 1869. 
WITH reference to the letter which I had the honour pegs st con on the 9th 


“altimo, I now beg leave to acquaint that the agents m this country of the owners of 
the Portuguese barque ‘‘ Dahomey ” have consented to accept the sum of 3,204/. 17s. 9d., 
with interest thereon amounting to 4531. 6s., in full discharge of the claims on Her 

esty’s Government of the owners of the “Dahomey,” on atcount of the detention of 
their vessel by a British criizer in the Congo River in the month of March 1866. 

“You will see, on referring to the letter addressed by Count Lavradio to my prede- 
cessor on the 16th November last, that the sum claimed in this case by the Government 
of His Most Faithful Majesty for the owners of the “ Dahomey,” amounted to 22,072 milreis, 
equivalent in English currency to 4,904/. 17s. 10d.; and as this amount had actually been 
awarded to the claimants by a decision of the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator, 
it will be right that I should explain to you, for the information of your Government, the 
circumstances under which Her Majesty’s Government have felt themselves justified in 
paying to the claimants a smaller sum than that awarded to them, and I will also avail 
myself of the opportunity to make a few observations respecting this case. 

The “ Dahomey,” a barque-rigged vessel of about 300 tons burthen, belonging to 
Messrs. Pereira and Medeiros, of Aghwey, having been detained by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Espoir” on thé 3rd March, 1866, on the ground that she was engaged in the Slave 
Trade, was sent to Loanda for adjudication, «and, on the case”being brought before the 
British and Portuguese Commission Court cstablisiied at that place, in conformity with 
the stipulations of the Treaty of July 1842, a difference arose between the British and 
Portuguese Commissioners, the former being of opinion that there were sufficient grounds 
for condemning the vessel, whilst the latter maintained an opposite opinion, and held that 
the vessel should be released. 

In this state of things recourse was had to an Arbitrator, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of Article IV of Annex B to the Treaty of 1842, and the lot having fallen on the 
Portuguese Arbitrator, that officer, in conjunction with the Portuguese Commissioner, 
on the 5th of June following pronounced a decree for the restitution of the vessel. 

A claim for compensation was thereupon preferred by the owners of the “ Dahomey,” 
amounting to no less a sum than 41,631,315 reis, equivalent in English money to about 
9,2511. 8s.. or nearly the full value of the vessel and her cargo. Api 

The British Commissioner objected to any claim for compensation being entertained 
by the Court for the following reasons :— eet “cae 

Ist. Because the captor had been led into error by the conduct of the master of the 
detained vessel ; .and, 

2ndly. Because the “‘ Dahomey ” had on board at the time of her detention some of 
the articles prohibited by the IXth Article of the Treaty of 1842; both of which grounds, 
under the terms of the Treaty, precluded the Court from entertaining. the claim; but 
Mr. Vredenburg’s objections having been again overruled by the casting voice of-the Portu- 

ese Arbitrator, the British Commissioner withdrew from the Court, and the Portuguese 
Comeninsonar and Arbitrator proceeded to; assess the damages in his absence, and ulti- 
mately, on the 30th July, 1866, awarded the sum of 22,072 milreis, or 4,904/. 17s. 10d., 
as compensation to the claimants. | eke segs dia Ante St 
Her Majesty’s Government hayé no intention of denying the competency of the Por- 
tuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator to proceed to adjndicate in this case in the absence. 
of. the British Commissioner, who acted under a mistaken notion of his duty in withdraw- 
ing from the Court; but I cannot help observing, -with regard to this claint, at not o 
i. have the losses occasioned to the owners of the “ Dahomey” by the a 







“duty to plat ontvand T canna donbt that the Government of His Most Faithful 
‘ i, on ee in seta 301 
‘that in regard to some of the charges, the P 
. exceeded the authority given to them by the Treaty. 
2 The following statement will show the-amounis 
the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator — 


Depreciatiun of Hull and Rigging. 
1. For cloth spoiled and deck geotryret by having the 


on it for t' months . ! 
2. bs Hd 3 jib-boom, 1 maintop-yard, 1 sopmtit ar 
ish burnt for want . bet ey | 

rere to Lawhe: ay 1 


Damage to Cargo. 


3. For 8 bales, 2,000 lbs. each. of Virginia tobacco, 

on the deck, and spoiled by delay in sale, 

price per lb., 380 reis é 6,C80 C00 Nil 

4. For waste in 200 pipes of oil, from the impossibility 

of tes ame them when the hatches were closed, 
‘68000 pe wr ee 

5. For leakage of 32 pipes of spirituous liquors, exposed 

to the weather on deck, being a loss and leakage : 

of 15 pipesiat 768000 each . AP 1,140 000 Nil 

6. For boxes of biscuits, also spoiled on deck . he 80 000 Nil. 


1,200 000 1,000 000 222 4 5 


Loss on Insurance. 


. For premium on the sum of 60,000$000 in which the 
ship and cargo has to be insured again, as the 
insurance effected by the owner from Costa da 
Nuna to pagers has become void, and of no 
effect . ei : ‘ 


bel 


1,200 000 266 13 4 


Loss of Profits. 
8. For the freight which the barque would have earned 
during the time of detention .. 
9. For the difference in the price of oil, according to the 
prices then and now . : sb 


3,000 000 66613 4 
2,000 000 444 811 


Extraordinary Expenses. 


10. Fee to the counsel for the defence 

11. Fee to the doctor, for his attendance on boat ; 

12. .For the stoppage of trade for the owners, during the 
detention, and until the barge arrived at Aqué, 
which is not less than one-third of a-year; and 
besides that, the intermission of employment of 
funds for Costa da Mina. if the barque hid arrived 
safely and in time in an rene port : 

18. Medicines,for use on board F ve 


450 000 100 0 0 
Nil 


4,000 000 888 17 10 


Ordinary Expenses 
14. For demurrage or indemnification for the ordinary 
expenses of the barque during the detention, at the 
- rate of the Table of Annex B of the Treaty of 
July (1842, according to the tonnage of the barque 
given in the Royal a asd 93 Harpe at 15/.. or 
7$500 per day 6,277 500 5,022 000 «|S ssi1,116 VU =O* 


Individu! Damages. 


15. For injuries to the claimant from his absence from 
home, and from his business, travelling, and other 
expenses .. ; se ; 2,000 000 444 8 11 


41.631 315 22,072 000° = aan 17 10 








‘ 


Dabney a fo ae of genet ett Sn Sino tin 
the Court Sabeally swapded fooe i the oe es ag ee 
ak he, “The, ies however, to ote I would particularly. gall your attention, ara.the 8th, 
scone” for “freight which the eane would shave earned during ,the :time. of 

Under this head a sum of 5,000 milreis is claimed, and the Portuguese Conn. 


* ‘Mlsiiag a tonnage of 244 tons for 93. days, at 12/, a-day. 
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r detention 
compensation for the loss of the services « 
cover not only all freight which the vessel mig 
any w the owners might pay to the crew durin 





compensation must be held, therefore, to be, as it bat, umpesaged is, smash more 
, by any possibility, have 


for “freight which the barque would have earned during the time of detention,” in 
addition to 1,116/, for demurrage, thus in fact allowing the same charge twice over. 

The agents, in this country, of the owners of the ‘‘ Dahomey” have, however, on 
the unjustifiable character of the award being pointed out to them, readily consented to 
withdraw the claim, and the sum of 666/. 13s. 4d. is therefore one of the items that has 
been deducted from the amount awarded by the Portuguese Commissioners. ° 

Item No. 12 is “for the stoppage of trade for the owners of the “Dahomey ” 
during the detention of the barque, and until she arrived at Aqué, which is not less than 
one-t of a year; and, besides that, the intermission of employment of funds for 
Costa da Nima if the barque had arrived safely and in time in an English port,” and on 
this account a sum of 6,000 milreis was claimed, and 4,000 milreis equivalent to about 
8881. 17s. 10d. in English money was awarded by the Portuguese Commissioners. 

In making this award the Commissioners were granting compensation for a purely 
imaginary loss, and one which could by nv possibility have had any real existence, and in 
this case also the agents of the owners of the “Dahomey,” on becoming aware of the 
objectionable nature of the claim, at once withdrew it. 

Item No. 16 jis for “injuries to the claimant from his absence from home and from 
his business, and travelling and other expenses ;—and the amount claimed was 4,500 
milreis; the sum awarded by the Portuguese Commissioners was 2,000 milreis or about 
4441. 8s, 1ld. in English money. ee 

_ Her Majesty’s Government readily prenoniean® that as the Commissioners are by 
phe suthstlesd to award a just and complete indemnification for all costs of suit, this 
would include the owner's travelling expenses and his maintenance whilst away from his 

iome, and some compensation is therefore due to the owner of the “ Dahomey ” under 
this head, but the amount awarded is clearly extravagant in amount, and Messrs. Knowles 
and Foster, acting on behalf of the owners of the “ Dahomey,” have consented to reduce 
this item from 444/. 8s. 11d. to 8001." 


The deductions then to be made from the award are the following, viz :— 


ie: Sy’ 
No, 8.—For loss of freight .. ‘ * . ++, 666 13 
‘No. 12.—-For stuppage'of trade. re re i) 988 17 10 
No. 15;—On account of absence of claimant fiom hme, Xc., reduced + gi 
from 444. 8 Tid 300. =.) wets 








40 ; PORTUGAL. 

It is to be biped, in the altered state of things, owing to the entire cessation fot 
some time past of the export trade in slaves from the West Coast of Africa, that the 
operations of a blockading squadron on that coast may, at no distant period, be di 
with, and that the case of the “ Dahomey” will be the last that come before the ed 
Commission Court at ‘Loatida foradjudication, but, whether these anticipations are 
realized or not, Her Majesty’s Government trust that the Government of His Most , 
Faithful Majesty will point out to the Po ese Commissioner and Arbitrator the ill 
character of their awards as regards the 8th and 12th items of claim in the case of the 


“ Dahomey,” with the view to prevent a recurrence of similar acts in any future case that 
may come before them for adjudication. 


1 am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON, 





ki Inclosure 2 in No. 42. : 
Senhor Figanitre e Mordo to the Earl of Clarendon. 4 


(‘Translation.) London, June 22, 1869. 

HIS Majesty’s Government having before it the not which -his Excellency the Earl 
of Clarendon, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, was pleased to address to the Undersigned on the 18th of May last, 
respecting the trial of the Portuguese barque ‘‘ Dahomey,” detained by a British cruizer 
in the River Zaire in March 1866, and the indemnification granted by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government to the owners of that barque, has just given instructions to the 
Undersigned, Chargé d’Affaires of Portugal, to address the following statement to his 
Excellency. hs ce se 

Lond Claréatlon’s observations in regard to the exaggeration of the sums claimed by 
those interested, and to the senienee of the Mixed Commission at Loanda, at that time 
consisting of the Portuguese Commissioner, as well as the Portuguese Arbitrator, being, 
as they are, exceedingly judicious, His Majesty’s Government cannot but give them its 
full adhesion. : 

That Government has at different times made similar observations to Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government, concerning the trials of Portuguese ships by the Mixed Commis- 
sions, when the British Commissioner and the British Arbitrator were acting together 
therein. tue, 

Facts of this kind must no doubt be attributed to the defec ive organization of the 
Mixed Commissions, a defect for which at present it would be superfluous to seek a 
remedy, inasmuch as in Lord Clarendon’s own note of the 18th of May, his Excellency 
says as follows :—“ It is to be hoped in the altered state of things, owing to the entire 
cessation for some time past of the export trade in slaves from the West Coast of Africa, 
that the operations of the blockading squadron on that coast may at no distant period be 
dispensed with, and that the casc of the ‘ Dahomey’ will be the last that will come before 
the Mixed Court at Loanda for adjudication.” ny 

This opinion of his Excellency Lord Clarendon is, in harmony with the official infor- 
mation contained in the printed documents relative to the Slave Trade, presented to the 
British Parliament in the course of this year 1869. ye 

In the reports of the Mixed Commissions at Sierra Leone, Loanda, Cape of Good 
Hope, and Havana, relating to the years 1867 and 1868, it is declared that in the 
_ course of those years, no case had been brought to those Mixed Commissions for trial. 

The Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, in a circular dated the month of 
December 1867, considers the trade in slaves coming from Africa as at an end for ever 
in that island. 

_ Commodore Hornby, Commander of the British naval station on the West*Coast of 
Africa, informed the Admiralty in the same month and year, that. it to him that 
the measures taken in Cuba to prevent the tie tation of slaves into that island had put 
‘an end to the exportation of them from the ran-O ¥ 

The British Consul at Porto Rico reported in the month of Jan 1868, that 
no attempt. to trade in slaves bad taken place in that island during the of the year 

1867. $ “ i , ’ } gets i wna 
Commander Randolph, Commander of the British naval station at the Cape of Good — 
Hope, wrote in June igs. that he was certain that for a considerable of time the aoe 
trade in slaves had been extinet within the limits of his station ; and within those limits 
is included all the coast of the province of Mozambique. eel ON? é Sob sed 

Commodore Dowell, Commander of the aforesaid station on the West Coast of 
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Africa, told the Admiralty in the month of July following. tha he bad mack satisfaction 
. in informing the Board that: it. was th opinion amongst the’ persons most compe- 
| bad conan’ 6s bexiek 6s ko Bauatiea Bamitoos 


tent to judge, that the Slave Trade had ceased to exist as an o: 
The British Commissioner of the Mixed Commission at Havana observes at 
the date of the 30th of September of the same year, 1868, that the trade in slaves between 


The Slave Trade, which was carried on for ages by Ohristian nations may then be 
considered as extinct, and among those nations the state of slavery is scarcely tolerated 
prt he by two of them, so that it is to be hoped that in a few years it will be entirely 
a fF 

In order to arrive at the satisfactory state in which matters are concerning the 
abolition of the trade, and the abolition of slavery, many efforts and much perseverance 
have been necessary on the part of Christian nations. _ 

It was the British nation that for the space of sixty years employed thsse two means 
to the greatest extent, and put itself at the head of that humanitarian crusade. 

Portugal, on her part, has contributed towards the same object in a very distinct 
manner, 

The first Treaty in which there was a stipulation respecting the abolition of the 
Slave Trade was signed at Rio de Janeiro, on the 19th February, 1810, between the 
Portuguese and British Plenipotentiaries, This was followed by the Treaty, with the same 
intent and between the same Powers, of the 22nd January, 1815, and the additional 
Convention of the 28th July, 1817, their stipulations being applicable solely to the 
trade which was carried on in the West Coast of Africa, situated to the North of the. 
Equator. 

So the Slave Trade remained lawful for the Portuguese in the ports of Western and 
Eastern Africa, situated to the-South of the Equinoctial Line. 

The last Treaty concluded between Portugal and Great Britain for the abolition of 
the Slave Trade was that of the 3rd July, 1842, which included also the seas situated 
to the South of the Equator. 

The Portuguese Government, on its part, did not fail to promulgate at fitting times 
various important measures. 

The first of those measures was the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, by whieh 
the importation and the exportation of slaves were prohibited in all the territories subject 
to the Crown of: Portugal. 

In order to be able to estimate the importance of that measure, it will be enough to 
observe that many thousands of negroes were exported every year from the Colonies of 
Angola and Mozambique, to Brazil and to the Antilla Islands; that that exportation 
formed the principle branch of the trade of those Colonies, and that the duties arising 
therefrom constituted the most important item of the public revenue. 

The provisions of that Decree therefore caused a great commercial crisis in those 
two Colonies—a crisis which lasted many years—which, however, has been overcome in 
latter times by the development of agriculture and lawful commerce. 

With the view of preparing the Colonies for the abolition of the state of slavery, 
the Decree of the 14th mber, 1854, was published, which ordered the registration of 
the slaves; the Law of the 24th of July, 1856, which declared as of free condition all the 
children of female slaves born after the publication of that Law; the Decree of the 
29th April, 1858, declaring that all slaves should be of free condition who should exist in 






The state of slavery was successi i of Macao, in the 
Island of 8. Vicente of Cape of Angola to the north 


of the River Lifune, w. 


\ Olen 
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As complement to this series of measures, the Decree of the 25th of February last was 
published, the first Article of which is conceived in these terms: “The state of slavery is 
abolished in all the territories of the Portuguese Monarchy, from the day of the publica- 
tion mane sob vag Talib aoe ale - 

us Portugal, in the period clapsed ‘from Fe 1810 till Feb 1869, that 
is, since she eontloded the frst neue with Great Britain for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, up to the day on which she abolished slavery in all her territories, was going pro- 
gressively onward, during that long period of fifty-nine years, to that end which the spirit 
of civilization indicated. And if her march was not rapid, nevertheless it was not the 
slowest, for she was not the last that reached the goal. 

In the presetit state of things, when the exportation.of slaves from Africa to Brazil 
is extinct ; when their importation into the Antilia Islands is also considered extinct ; 
when the withdrawing of the British squadrons from the African coasts is under consider. 
ation ; when the state of slavery is abolished in the Portuguese Colonies: the existence 
of the Mixed Commissioners becomes completely useless, and the expense which they 
occasion is superfluous. 

In that same present state of things the stipulations of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, which deviate from, or are opposed to, the general rules or international law, also 
become unnecessary. 

That Treaty, concluded for a special purpose, and of an exceptional and transitory 
nature, ought to cease to exist, since the purpose has been attained for which it was 
negotiated. 

And that the purpose is attained, is proved by the series of testimonials above 
referred to, furnished by the Mixed Commissions, by the Commanders of the British 
squadrons, and by his Excellency Lord Clarendon’s own note of 18th May last. 

In presence, then, of these circumstances, His Majesty’s Government thinks that the 
opportunity has arrived to address Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, and to propose, 
as the Undersigned, in obedience to the instructions which he has received, has the honour 
to do to Lord Clarendon, that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government may be pleased to 
consider whether it would not now be fitting that the two Governments should, by 
common consent, declare the stipulations of the aforesaid Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, 
for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade, annulled. 

The Undersigned will not omit to observe to his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, 
that when the said Treaty is declared of no effect, even if there should afterwards occur 
~ any case of that hateful Traffic, the ordinary penal laws of Portugal and England would 
certainly afford the means of punishing it. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) FIGANIERE E MORAO. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 42. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Senhor Figaniére e Morao. 


Foreign Office, August 3, 1869. 

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which 
M, Figaniére e Morfo, &c., addressed to him on the 22nd of June last, informing him 
that the Govérnment of His Most Faithful Majesty give their full adhesion to the obser- 
vations which the Undersigned, in his note of the 18th May last, felt it his duty to 
address to M. Figaniére upon the subject of the exaggerated amounts claimed by the 
owners of the Portuguese barque “ Dahomey,” on account of the detention of their vessel 
by a Eritish cruizer on the African coast, and awarded by the Portuguese Commissioner 
and Arbitrator to the claimants when the case came for adjudication before the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda; and the Undersigned begs leave to request that 
M. Figaniére will convey to his Government the agg adalaye. tear of Her Majesty's 
Government for the communication which he has been di to make in this matter. 

The Undersigned will now proceed to make known to M. Figanfére the views of Her, 
Majesty's Government upon the very important pro which M., Figaniére, has been 
instructed to submit for the consideration of Her Majesty,s Government, viz.; that the 
British and vaghee rege Governments should, by common consent, declare the stipulations 
of the Treaty which was concluded in July 1842 between the two countries for the 
complete abolition of the Slave Trade, as annulled. re : 
- . While fully admitting the correctness of all the authorities quoted by Mt Figsniies 
in his note of ae a ne ee oe ng sig nee show that the ssion of the 


’ : 


Slave Trade on the West Coast of Africa become an i fact, and it is 
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Secor -aetitying to the Undersigned to be able to make this admission; yet the 
Undersi is not prepared to admit that the time has arrived when it would be’safe 
to do away entirely with the provisions of the Treaty of 1842. 

It is only within the last few months that a large number of slaves who had been 
collected for exportation at a point on the West Coast, not far distant from the Con 
River, have been dispersed, in consequence of the failure of the repeated attempts 
by their owner to export them; and although it is believed that the party who owned 

em has now left Africa altogether, and is engagd in lawful pursuits, yet the fact that 
the idea of shipping slaves has been entertained up to a very recent period, although no 
slaves have been actually shipped, would seem to prove that, even as regards the West 
Coast, it would be prematare, for the present at least, to do away entirely with the stipu- 
lations of a Treaty which provides such ready means for dealing with slavers, and which 
would be sorely missed in the event, but which, it is to be hoped, is a highly improbable 
one, of the Traffic in Slaves again breaking out on the West Coast of Africa. 

While, however, there is every reason to hope and believe that the last has been seen _ 
of the Slave Traffic on the West Coast, and in proof of the sincerity of this belief on the 
part of Her Majesty's Government, it may be mentioned that their naval force on that 
coast has been considerably diminished, and no longer exists as a blockading squadron ; 
yet, on the East Coast of Africa the state of things is very different, and the exportation 
of slaves from that coast still continues in very large numbers, not only from the ter- 
ritories of the Sultan of Zanzibar, but also, though to a less extent (and Her Majesty's 
Government regret to have to make this statement), from the Portuguese possessions. 

M. Figaniére, in his note of the 22nd June last, now under consideration, quotes 
a report from Commodore Randolph, the officer in command of Her Majesty's Naval 
Forces on the Cape of Good Hope Station, written in June 1868, in which that officer 
states that, for a considerable space of time, the trade in slaves had been extinct within 
the limits of his station; and M. Figaniére adds, that within those limits is included all 
the coast of the Province of Mozambique ; and the Undersigned presumes, therefore, that 
M. Figaniére would have it to be inferred from this report that no slaves are exported 
from the Portuguese possessions on the East Coast of Africa. 

M. Figaniere, however, is mistaken in assuming that the limits of the naval command 
on the Cape Station include the coast line of the whole of the Portuguese possessions on 
the East Coast of Africa, the fact being that the limits of the Cape Station extend only 
to the Tropic of Capricorn in the parallel of 23° 30’ south latitude, whilst the limits of 
the Portuguese possessions lie between the paralleis of 10° and 26° south latitude. 
Speaking in round numbers, therefore, there is a Portuguese coast line of thirteen 
degrees, or about 900 miles, beyond the supervision of the Commodore on the Cape 
Station, and from this part of the coast a considerable Traffic in Slaves is carried on both 
to Madagascar and to the ports to the north of the Portuguese possessions. 

Although this traffic is carried un in nativé vessels which hoist no colours, yet if the 
Treaty with Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade were annulled, these native 
craft would only have to hoist Portuguese colours to be beyond the action of British 
cruizers. 

Her Majesty’s Government feel convinced that the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty, equally with that of Her Majesty, are sincerely desirous to see the 
export Traffic in Slaves, whether from the West or from the East Coast of Africa, finally 
extinguished ; but there can be no doubt that this object would not be attained if Her 
Majesty’s Government were to accede to the proposal of the Government of Portugal for 

mutting an end to the Treaty engagements of the two countries for the suppression of the 


The Undersigned must therefore request M. Figaniére to appeal to his Government 
not to persist in a proposal which, on deliberate reflection, they will no doubt concur with 
Her Majesty’s Government in thinking is premature ; but while requesting! the Portuguese 
Ohargé d’Affaires to make this aj to his Government, the bie aee. oagacic proof of 
the desire of Her pane: ’s Government to meet as far as possible the wishes of the 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty in this matter, will make ‘a counter proposal 
for their consideration. . k ELS 

As the Traffic in Slaves is now carried on entirely in native craft, and as the Under- 


Commission Court for adjudication, Her Majesiy’s Government will be quite ready to 
Getpetbahe th Aaressanbir its oa tlbvetanvent of Hie Moss Westsfol Mataats tes see 
igh the "Treaty. ie two countries for the suppression of the 
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Such an arrangement, while on the one hand it would relieve the Pi ese 
Govérnment from the expense attaching to the maintenance of the vores officets 
in the Mixed Courts at the Cape of Good Hope and at Luanda, would at the same time 
leave intact the remaining: provisions: of the ‘Treaty. The agreement would be made to 
provide for the mutual surrender to the authorities of the respective countries of the 
vessels belonging to them which might be detained by the -cruizer of the other country 
for being engaged in, or on suspicion of being about to engage in, the Traffic in Slaves. 

Her Majesty’s Government, at the request of the Government of the United States, 
are prepating a Ocnvention for giving effect to an arrangement of this nature, and if. the 
Governmetit of His. Most Faithful Majesty will consent to a similar arrangement, the 
Undersigned will have much pleasure in forwarding to M. Figaniére the draft of the 
proposed Convention. 

Tpe Undersigned, in conclusion, will only add that nothing would-give Her Majesty's 
Government greater pleasure than to be able to do away entirely with..all the Treaties 
. Which they have at various times coneluded with foreign Governments for the suppression 
of the Slave 'Prade ; and the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty may rest assured 
-~ Her Majesty’s Government will not ask for the continuance of. those Treaties a 
single month longer than may, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, be necessary 
for giving effect to the objects for which they were concluded. 

The Undersigned, &c. _ ° @Bigned) CLARENDON. 





No. 43. 


The Eurl of Clarendon to Mr. Doria. 

(No. 2.) . 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 7, 1869 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch which I have recei:ed from 

Mr. Vredenburg, Her Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Commission Court at Loanda,* 

containing some observations upon the subject of the Portuguese Decree of the 25th 
February last, abolishing the state of slavery in the Portuguese dominions, 

Mr. Vredenburg, you will perceive, states that the effect of the Decree in question is 
to change the name of slave into that of ‘‘liberto,” but that it does no more, inasmuch 
as there is, in reality, no difference between the condition of the slave and that of the 
‘* liberto.” 

It is true that by the 7th Article of the Decree of the 14th March, 1854, which 
confirms the Regulation of the 25th October, 1853, all slaves imported by land into the 
Portuguese Possessions are te.be considered in the position of “ libertos,” but this apparent 
boon is coupled with the obligation that the “ libertos ;” are to serve for ten years, and with 
the further condition that their services may be sold for the whole or for a portion of that 

riod. 
aa For ten years at least, therefore, according to the provisions of Portuguese law, there 
would seem to be no appreciable difference between the condition of the “ liberto”’ and 
that of the slave ; but Mr. Vredenburg adds that, except in the case of some few “ fibertos ” 
who live in the towns, and have acquired sufficient intelligence to understand their condition, 
by far the greater majority of them, who live in the country, are detained in forced servitude 
long after the period has arrived when they ave entitled to their full freedom. 

Her Majesty’s Government do not for a moment doubt that it is the earnest desire of the — 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty to give full effect to the Decree of the 25th February 
last, abolishing the state of slavery in the Portuguese dominions ; but you will see from 
Mr. Vredenburg’s Report that there can be little doubt that their benevolent intentions are 
from one cause or salier not carried out as they should be, and it will be desirable, there- 
fore, that you should communicate the substance of Mr. Vredenburg’s despatch to the 

Portuguese Government, pointing out, at the same time, that if they wish to have 
honourable credit for the ition of slavery in the Portuguese dominions it is necessary 
that the provisions of the Decree in question should be carried out effectively, and that — 
slaves should be freed in reality and not in name only. * caiae ACh y 
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No. 44. 
Mr. Doria to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 29.) 


Hale 1.) 
: Lisbon, August 25, 1869. 
HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a copy of the note I addressed to 


Senhor Mendes Leal, in fulfilment of your Lordship’s i contained in 
Lordship’s d No. 2 of the 7th instant, “the abolition of slavery in’ the 
dominions of Portugal. 

have, &c. 


I 
(Signed) | WM, DORIA. 





Inclosure in No. 44, 


Mr. Doria to Senhor Leal. 
M. le Ministre, Lishon, August 14, 1869. 

UNDER instructions from Her Majesty’s Government I have the honour to address 
to your Excellency, for the consideration of the Portuguese Government, the following 
observations regarding the abolition of slavery in the dominions of Po ’ 

From information transmitted from Loanda to Her Majesty's Government, it ap 
that the provisions by Decrees of the Portuguese Government, and particularly by that of 
the 25th February last for the abolition.of slavery, are far from attaining that benevo- 
lent end for which they were framed. The slave under the new name of “liberto” is 
virtually kept in the same state of slavery as formerly, and may have the period of ten 
years’ servitude prolonged to the end of his existence—a period of slavery to which he is 
still condemned by the law ; the law also sanctioning, or at least affording the facility of 
perpetuating slavery. ‘The position of the slave is by no means altered under the name 
of liberto, as during the period of ten years he may be sold for the whole or a portion 
of that time, the provisions of the Decree that the liberto should obtain his liberty at the 
end of ten years being totally disregarded; many thousands who ought now to be free 
men are still slaves, the number of those who really are free is exceedingly small, and 
those principally inhabitants of Loanda, who possess more intelligence, and consequently 
have succeeded in obtaining their freedom. The negroes generally are ignorant and 
stupid, and having no one to protect them, they will remain, under the present adminis- 
tration, condemned to forced service all their lives. 

In support of the above assertions I have the honour to inclose to your Excellency 
further details on the subject ; and I wish to state that Her Majesty’s Government do 
not fora moment doubt the earnest desire of the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty to give full effect to the Decree of the 25th February last, but from the 
observations contained in the inclosure to my note, your Excellency will perceive that 
there can be little doubt that the benevolent intentions of the Portuguese Government 
with regard to the abolition of slavery are not carried out, and that if they wish to have 
the honour and credit for the abolition of slavery in the Portuguese dominions, it is 
necessary that the provisions of the Decree in question should be effectively carried out, 
and that slaves -hould be freed in reality and not in name only. 


I avail, &c. 
(Signed) WM. DORIA. 





No. 45. ; 
Mr. Doria to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 10.) 


0. 2.) 
vy rd, Lisbon, September 8, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to infrom your Lordship with reference to;the instructions 
contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. % of the 7th of August last, that Senhor 
Mendes Leal writes to me on the 3rd oat giro See; he has referred your Lordship’s 
eis eee Minister of Marine, and that he will as soon as possible send me a 

7 have the honour to inclose translation of his Excellency’s note. 


have, &c, 
(Signed) WM. DORIA. 
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PORTUGAL, ; i 
Inclosure in No. 45. : 
|. Benhor Leal to Mr. Doria. 


(Translation. | Forei rtment, Lisbon, September 3, 1869. 
I HAVE before me the note Hebi pos bewcie to me eae 14th August 


last, communicating to me, by order of your Government, the information transmitted 
from Loanda relative to the of the 25th February last, which abolished slavery 
in the Portuguese dominions. . ; 

Having read your note with due attention, as well as its inclosure, I have the honour 
to state to you that I write this day to the Minister of Marine, in order that his Excel- 
lency, in view of, what you have sfated in accordance with your instructions, may inform 
me of what he has to say in the matter. I shall not fail, therefore, to address a reply to 
you upon the matter in question as soon as I shall be able. 

‘ * Tavail, &. 1 as 
(Signed) MENDES LBAL.. 





& 48") 





SPAIN 2 
No. 46. 
The Eurl of Clarendon to Sir J. Crampton. 
(No. 2) 
Sir, . Foreign Office, January 8; 1869. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of a despatch and its 
inclosures from the Acting British Consul at Fernando Po,* reporting the grey weg in 
ny island on the receipt of intelligence of the Revolution that has recently taken place 
in Spain. 





T am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 
* No. 47. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ffrench. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 7. 1869. 


I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from the 
Acting British Consul at Fernando Po, reporting the arrival at that island of the Spanish 
transport-steamer “ San Francisco de Borja” with 250 political prisoners from Cuba, 
among whom is the British Vice-Consul for Cardenas, “ae inclosing also a copy of the 
Governor's English version of his Proclamation placing the island of Fernando Po under 
martial law. 

T am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 








No. 48. 
Tl. Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Ffrench. 


Foreign O, October 2, 1869. 
I INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of a deanatah d ron Her Majesty's Consul 
permission has been 


(No. 973) 


Sir, 


at Fernando Po,} reporting, among other matters of interest, that 
given to build a Protestant Church in that Colony, and I have to instruct you to convey 
to the Spanish Government the cordial thanks of Her Majesty's Government for this 
concession. 
lam, &c.. . 
(Signed) CLARENDON, 
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SWITZERLAND. 
No. 49, . 
Mr. Bonar to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 4.) 
(No. 101.) ; 
My Lord, . tember 26, 1869. 


Berne, 

M. ADOLPHUS CHRIST, Counsellor of State of Basle, ind President of the 
Basle Missionary Society, deputed M. Theodore Sarasin to call upon me here in the 
name of that Society, and to request me to lay before your Lordship the accompanying 

pers, with a view to soliciting the aid of Her Majesty’s Government, so far as that can 

e afforded by the good offices and influence of the Governors of the British possessions, 

and by our Consular —* in those parts of Africa, in behalf of certain missionaries, 

members of the Basle Society, who have fallen into the hands of some of the neighbour- 
ing negro tribes and are retained prisoners by them. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the inclosed statement applies especially to two of 
those gentlemen, M. Ramseyer, a citizen of Berne, and M. Kiilme, a native of Prussia, 
who, after several years devoted to the labours of their office amongst the people of Anum, 
have fallen into the power of and are held, with the family of one of them, in captivity by 
the King of Ashantee. The document is accompanied by detailed maps of the country, 
and reports of the establishment, and proceedings of the Society. 

I inclose further a letter addressed to me by the President of the Confederation 
introducing M. Sarasin to me. ‘ 

I promised M. Sarasin that I should forward these’several papers to Her Majesty’s 
Government. ; 


pave, &e. 
(Signed)” \ AWG, G. BONAR. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 49. 


M..-Welti to Mr. Bonar. 


M. le Ministre, © Berne, le 10 Septembre, 1869. 
JE prends la liberté d’introduire auprés de votre Excellence et de lui r 
tout particuliérement, M. ‘Theodore Sarasin, neveu de M. Christ, s, du Gouverne- 


ment du, Canton de Bale-Ville, qui désire vivement solliciter vos bons offices et votre 
intervention auprés de qui de droit, en faveur de quelque missionnaires-Huropéens, 
retenus en captivité par une tribu Africaine. Lae hae : 
Je vous serai personnellément trés reconnaissant de l’accueil ve yous: youdrer bien 
pee Sarasin, qui m’est chaudement recommandé par le Président du Gouyernement 
e .Bale-Ville; et en vous en présentant d’avance mes vifs remerc 


welle, &€: | onf 
renouvelle, Le Président de la-Oor 





re SWITZERLAND. ; 
now under British, Dominion, and establishing seven missionary stations within the 
Protectorate, in 1864 crossed the River Wolta, which forms the border of the Protectorate, 
and established a station in Anum, a town belo: to a Chief of the same name, in the 
nay faces territory on the left side of the river, with the intention of opening the my 
for Christianity and civilization to the independent tribes on the slave coast both towar 
Dahomey and the interior of Ashantee. - 

Heré the missionaries laboured during five years in peace and friendship with the 
natives and the Chief of Anim. Tately, however, a dispute arose among the Chiefs of the 
tribes beyond the English Protectorate as to whether the Chiefs of Anum and Pekyi 
should acknowledge the supremacy of the Chief of Aquambu or not. . In the course of 
these disputes, the King of Aquambu requested help of the King of Ashantee. 

In consequence, an Ashantee army crossed the Wolta in two divisions, and advancing, 
one from the north, the other from the south, eastward upon Anum and Pekyi, endeavoured 
to surround these tribes, which, however, retired to the east and escaped. The 
missionaries alone remained in their station Anum, hoping, as unconcerned in the war, 
to remain unmolested, and after the dispute should be settled, to continue their labours 
among the population, whoever might obtain possession of the country, as they had 
reason to believe, that the King of Aquambu would be glad to have a ,missionary 
settlement in his territory, for he had frequently invited the: Society to establish a 
station in his country, and also that the Ashantee.General would show -his gratitude to 
the missionaries, who with much personal danger, had formerly obtained the release ,of 
several Ashantees from captivity and death. Instead of this, when the Aquambus and 
Ashantees entered the deserted territory and town of: Anum, the missionaries were made 
prisoners, and the property of the Society plundered or sequestered. 

The imprisoned missivunaries are :— wioitiunt Lontas iG. I se ee 

1. F. A. L. Ramseyer, citizen of Berne in Switzerland, .and his wife-with their child 
of one year old ; ae ' 

2. John Kiihne, Citizen of Gnadenburg in Prussia. r 

The first reports were, that the prisoners were allowed to remain at their station, 
guarded indeed, but otherwise at liberty, and served by their own attendants. But 
according to the last report from the Agents of the Society residing on the Gold Coast, 
dated 4th August, an embassy, despatched by the Chief of East and West Krobo to the 
commander of the Ashantees and the King of Aquambu, to demand the liberation of the 
captives, brought back the news, that the captives had been removed from Anum to the 
camp of the Ashantees, and on the King of Aquambu’s interceding with the Ashantee 
commander for their liberation, had been sent back to Nsuta on the Wolta, on the road’ 
to Kumassee, the Ashantee capital, to separate them from the King of Aquambu, and’ 
in case the King of Ashantee should wish it, to send them to him in his capital. ‘ 

It is, therefore, possible, that the prisoners will be taken to Kumassee, ill-treated and ' 
even killed, as in the camp at Nyankpogoo, prisoners were, according to the old Ashantee 
custom, beheaded, and many women and children killed. Even if this is not the case, 
it is to be feared, that the prisoners, especially Mrs. Ramseyer and her chiid, will sink 
under the privations and i!l-treatment they will meet with, and the constant marching 
under a tropical sun. ; 

The Committee of the Evangelical Missionary Society ‘are, therefore, constrained 
most respectfully to beg the English’ Government will be pleased to send orders to Her 
Majesty’s Governor-General in Sierra Leone, and also to the Governor at Cape Coast, 
to exert their utmost influence, and especially with the King of Ashantee, for the 
immediate liberation of the four prisoners, : 

The acknowledgment which the anthorities of the | Protectorate have more’ than 
once officially made of the services rendered by the niissignaries of the Society aie | 
the various negro tribes of the English Protectorate, and the benevolent interest wh 
the Evangeli Governments of Europe have ever shown in the -diffusion of Christianity 
and civilization in ‘all the world, and especially in the interior of Africa, encourage us 
confidently to hope that our respectful request will meet the fullest. and promptest 


“Basle, September 5, 1869. 
For the i 






uiltee of the Basle:Evangelical Missionary Society, 
Sige) ADOLPHUS CHRIST. 
‘ Ttaedlloe of State, President of the Committee of the 
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SWITZERLAND. | 49 
Inclosure 3 in No. 49. 


M. Christ to Mr. Bonar. : 


Honoured Bir, ; Basle, September 8, 1869. 
BEING in the impossibility to present you myself the memorandum of the Basle. 

Missionary Society, I beg leave to introduce to you M. Theodore Sarasin, a member of the: 

Committee of the Evangelical Basle Misbionary Sotiety, who will bring before you our 


petition. 


espectfully, &c. 
(Signed) ADOLPHUS CHRIST, 
Counsellor of State, President of the Basle Missionary Society. 





No. 50. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Bonar. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1869. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 101 of the 26th ultimo, I inclose for your 
information, and for communication to the Swiss Government, a copy of a letter which 
has been addressed to the Swiss Consul-General at this Court, containing the information 
lately received from the British authorities at the Gold Coast, regarding the capture of 
two missionaries belonging to the Evangelical Mission Society of Basle ; and you should 
call the special attention of the Swiss Government to the warning given to the 
missionaries respecting the risk of extending their operations beyond the limits of British 
‘protection. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) | E, HAMMOND. 





Inclosure in No. 50. 

Mr. Hammond to the Swiss Consul-General in London. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1869. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you. that despatches have been: 
lately received from the British authorities on the Gold Coast confirming the réport, 
which formed the subject of your létter of the 11th. ultimo, of the capture by the 
Ashantees at Anum of two missionaries belonging to the Evangelical Mission Society 
of Basle, and of the wife and child of one/of them. : 

It appears that this unfortunate oeeurrence took place beyond the River Volta, which- 
forms the limits of the British Protectorate, and that Her Majesty’s Government 
therefore have no power to insist. upon the surrender of the missionaries, but the British. 
authorities in the neighbourhood have been instructed to use their best endeavours, 
to obtain their release. 

Lord Clarendon is glad to be able to inform you, at the same time, that the Governor 
of Sierra Leone epprehends no danger to the lives of the captives, and he considers 


a 
I am farther to point out to you that the zeal of these missionaries has led them 
exten’ their satablistienants be aad the limits within which British influence can’ 

ible to afford protection to Europeans who venture so far 


from the seat of Government, The British authorities have been desired to warn the 
missionaries that such proceedings must be taken at their own risk; and Tam to 
suggest that a similar warning should be given by your Government to the heads of 
the: Missionaty Rogiety at Basle, = A eee eae 


| (Bignea) “”"H, HANOMOND, 
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No. 61. 
Mr. Bonar to the Barl of Clarendon.—\(Received December 6.) 


0, 1.) ; 

Myer ere ee ats ng ve . Berne, November 20, 1869. - 

I DID. not fail to communicate at once to the High Federal Government.a copy of 
the letter addressed, at your Pry on desire, by Mr, Hammond to the Swiss Consul- 
General in London on the subject of thé two missionaries belonging to the Evangelical 
Missionary Society of Basle, held captive by the Ashantees at Anum, on the (old 
Coast, and copy :of which was inclosed to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 1 
of the 6th ultimo; and I ‘haye now the honour to transmit to your Lordship, in 
reply, copy of a note (together with an annex in original and translation) which has 
been addressed to me by the President of the Confederation, stating that the High 
Federal Council will guarantee the payment of any ransom-money which, through the 
kind offices of Her Majesty’s Government, may be agreed to be paid for the liberation of 
the captives. . 

'T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. G. G. BONAR. 


a A ne en tna ae NR OR . 


‘Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 


M. Welti to Mr. Bonar. 
; ‘Berne, le %Qctre., 1869. 

___ LE Conseil Fédéral s est empressé de, communiquer au Gouvernement du Canton de 
Bale-Ville, pour en faire part & la Société des Missions Evangéliques ‘a ‘Bale, le contenu de 
la note que M. le Ministre.de Sa Majesté Britannique lui a adressée le 10 Octobre dernier, 
avec eunex¢, concernant la capture par les Ashantees 4 Anum de deux missionnaires de 
la Société des Missions Evangéliques de Bale, ainsi que de la femme et de l’enfant de 
l'un d’entr’eux 

Par office du 20 Octobre le Gouvernement de Bale-Ville, en témoignant sa recon- 
naissance pour cette communication, transmet au Conseil Fédéral l’original d’une lettre 
que lui a adressée, le 18 du méme mois, la Société des Missions Evangéliques de Bale, lettre 

ue le Conséil Fédéral a [honneur de transmettre ci-jointe en copie son Excellence, et 
de laquelle il ressort que l’on peut donner au Gouvernement Royal de la Grande Bretagne 
Vassurance la ‘plus positive que ‘la rangon qui devra étre payée pour obtenir Ja mise en 
liberté des missionnaires retenus prisonniers sera remboursée, 

Le Conseil Fédéral déclare en ‘conséquence répondre dw paiement de'la-rancon dont. il 
s’agit. Tl exprime ici sa’ pins vive gratitude AM. le Ministre de Sa’ Majesté’Britannique, 
ainsi qu’au Gouvernement Royal, pour tes démarches déja faites en faveur des missionnaires 
prisonniers, en priant son Excellence de vouloir bien employer ultérieuremenit ses’ bons 
offices dans le sens de la lettre de la Société des Missions; et il saisit, &c, 
aE (Signié) WELTI. | 
(Signé) “Scuress. 





Inclogure 2 in No. 51. 
:M, Christ to:the Burgomaster and the Little Council of the Canton of Basle. 


: sage tion.) 
ir, ; ‘Basle, October’ 18, 1669. 
BY your friendly mediation a communication of the Swiss Federal Council, dated 


October 9, relating to the missionaries of the Evangelical Mission Society now in rece 
amongst the Ashantees, has. been received by the Committee of the Evangelical Mission 


Societ * t . ¢ i. 
_ ‘“ThisCommunication informs the Committee of the favourable reception, on the patt of 
__Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, of the application made by the at 
Federal authority in behalf of the: captives, as likewise of popes made by 
English Governor-General. of Sierra Leone to Lord Clarendon for the liberation of the 
i A wel is desired from the Committee whether it be their wish that the 
High Federal unci. shall empower the English Ministry to offer a ransom for the 
prisoners, and at the same time warns the. ical. Mission Society in a friendly 
manner against extending missionary stations beyond the limits of the English Protecto- 
rate on the Gold or Slave Coast. es 


in respectful newer to ‘this commun ‘Committee of the 
oer pares to: ‘the ‘following explanation to the High | 

‘The Committee of the Mission Society has, ‘before all, the agrecable 
duty of humbly thanking the | cries Bellon Ooustal acts thaough he sates, Mer 
Britannic Government, for the humane sy shown ‘in ‘the fate of the 
captives, and particularly for the measures for their release. _ 

h Federal Council again to request the 

British ‘Government to’ ‘in‘the way which may seem most expedient for the« 
rélease of the: ; 


res. 

As to the course to be pursued, and the determination of the amount of:ransom, the - 
Committee desire to request the Minister for Foreign Affairs in London to direct the 
Governor-General of Sierra Leone to communicate with the Evangelical Mission Society’s 
two Pl ntiaties in Africa, the Rev. T..G. Widemann at Akropong, senior missionary 
on the Gold Coast, and Mr. H. L. Rottmaun at Christiansburg, Director of the Mission’s 
Affairs on the Gold Coast, and to act in concert with them for the following reasons :— 
1. Because there have been already some negotiations opened between the missionaries 
of the Evangelical Mission Society and the Ashantees for the release and ransom of the 
prisoners, and a letter has been written by the Dutch Governor of Elmina to the King of 
Ashantee. 2. Because, if it should be necessary to send a deputation to the King of 
Ashantce, it might be desirable that a Basle Missionary should be attached to the British 
Government Officer. 3. Because the Plenipotentiaries of the Basle Mission Society are 
able to judge what sum the Society, according to Continental views, and to its means, 
can devote to the present object:* 

With regard to the ransom, the Committee humbly beg the Federal Oouncil to give 
the British Foreign Office, if it shall have graciously approved the foregoing proposition, 
full powers to act, making the remark that the Committee binds itself to refund without 
delay whatever costs may be incurred in releasing the captives, either through its agent 
in London or through the chief treasurer of their mission at Christiansburg. 

As to the warning given to the missionaries and the Committee against new 
missionary expeditions beyond the boundaries of the British Protectorate, the Committee 
holds it necessary respectfully to beg the High Federal Council to transmit the following 
observations to the British Foreign Office :— 

1. The Basle missionaries in Africa overstepped the boundaries of the British 
Protectorate not on their own responsibility, but set up the Anum ctation by order of 
Committee. 

2. The Evangelical Missionary Society has kept for thirty years within the limits of 
the Protectorate, and ordered the establishment at Anum, the only station beyond the 
limits, in 1864, long after the North German Missionary Society had occupied the slave 
coast, and had in peace and undisturbed tranquility, during twenty years, pushed on their 
stations nearly to Anum. 

Further, that the Basle Committee did not cross the Wolta against the will of the 
Chiefs of the opposite bank, but on the express invitation of those Chiefs repeated for 
more than ten years: that is, of the Chief of Aquambu. 

The town of Anum had been chosen as a station partly because it was near the 
frontier, partly because the Anumites and Krepites were on friendly terms, and allied 
with the trihes of the Protectorate. 

8. That the Evangelical Missionary Society took into consideration the fact that the 
stations beyond the frontier were not seiskested from the hostilities of the natives in the 
same way as those within it; but missionary societies have in the course of history had 
quite as often to precede as to follow the civilizing exertions of Christian |’owers. This 
been all the more so in Africa, because, as is well known, the Kuropean Powers 
hesitate to extend their territories on that continent beyond their present limits. If, 
pee peomcne. ihe E cal Missionary Society has called on the British’ Govern- 
ego for he the m of the Anumite missionaries, as well as for its tion 


E 


co-operation, and as to the latter, with the consciousness that it isthe interest of the’ 
British Government to defend the results, now each \ ear becoming more evident, cf more ; 
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‘While the Evangelical gir gpa Boson believes it:can demand as a right England’s 
protection within the limits of the Protectorate, on the ground that it owns property 
worth above 1,000,000 francs, and pays taxes fo the amount of several hundred pounds ; 
it, on the other hand, regards the co-operation of the “ritish Government in libera i 
the captives, as a pure. act of friendship which it has to acknowledge, and always wi 
acknowledge, with the most-profound gratitude. is 
The Committee, in requesting you, highly ted Mr. Burgomaster and gentlemen, 
to lay this statement before the High Federal Council, with a recommendation to their 
atttention, has further to petition that you will give the High Federal Authorities the 
assurance that the finances of the Evangelical. Mission Society can offer sufficient 
guarantees that the Committee of the same will be in a position to refund at an early 
date the expenses incurred by the British ae - ransoming the captives. 
ith, &c. ’ 
In the name of the Evangelical Mission Society Committee, 
by commission from its President, 
(Signed) ADOLF CHRIST, Tosenhaus (Inspector). 
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WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 


No. 52. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


** Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 4’ N., Long. 6° 57’ W., 
Sir, December 5, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, with reference to your letter of the 9th October, Memorandum No. 335, 
that, with the view of ascertaining whether the reported cession of the Settra Krow 
country to Liberia had actually taken place, and whether the interests of British bag, st 
bine suffer thereby, I anchored yesterday off Settra Krow on my way to Cape Coast 

astle. 

2. The Liberian flag was flying at the village, and the information I obtained from 
the Chief or Headman confirmed the announcement made by the Liberian Government 
that this slip of territory had been ceded to it some five or six months ago. 

3. The Headman complained that the Liberians, who had in the “fret place been 
invited to come to Setira Krow for trading purposes, had now placed restrictions on his 
trade, preventing all exports excepting by canoes to Sinon. I explained to him that 
this was a question between himse ane the Liberian Government, and with which I had 
nothing whatever to do. It would appear, from the information I could gather, that 
although Settra Krow was formally ceded to Liberia only in June last, there has been no 
direct export trade from it for the last five years, in fact since the Liberian Government * 
sx ob ac foreign trade to four ports of entry, viz.: Monrovia, Bassa, Sinon, and Cape 

almas. | 

4. I am not of opinion that British subjects or interests will be affected in the 
smallest degree by the transfer of territory, and.I would remark that the whole of the 
seaboard of Settra Krow is only about one mile and a half in extent. 

I have, &c. i 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. | 





No, 53, 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
(Extract, 





feed come gang 
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Lisr of din inid furnished with Slave ve Cieeeket On the Number of Guns, a and Ranks of- their 
Officers. 


North America and West Indies. 










Royal Alfred co the Hon. Walter vali Carpenter. 
— a m D. M‘C mis : 
108 ' * ee hn B Pr V.C. 
Doris . . : i b 
Jason » Chas. M. Aynsley 
Eclipse 6 » Henry Harvey. 
Barracouta 6 Commander George D. Bevan. 
Niobe ’ oe 4 ” R. G. 8. Pasley. 
Vestal 4 ” James E. Hunter. 
Royalist 3. ” Loftus F. Jones. 
Philomel 3 ” Jas. H. Coxon. 
Mullet P 5 . ee Edward Kelly. 
Dart . és 5 ” The Hon. J Carnegie. 
Britomart 2 ‘Kieesipat Arthur H. A iDgtons 
Heron 2 » Lewis B. Bol 
Cherub . 2 ms Spencer R. mantle. 
Minstrel oe 2 ” . B. Medlycott. 
South-East Coast of America. 
Narcissus ee ee si 35 Captain John C. Wilson. 
Greyhound ., oe i 5 » Charles Stirling. Fh os 
Beacon oe ie és 4 Commander Edward T. Parsons., 
Cracker oie ee ae 4 Hawksworth Fawkes. 
Oberon ‘ ee ee 3 Lieutenant John Shortt. 
; East India Station. 
Forte . ae ee “é 28 Captain Basil S. De R. Hall. » 
Spiteful PA $6 °e 6 Commander Arthur Morrell. 
Dryad oe i ve t ” Philip H. Colomb. 
Daphne ate os “ ” G L. Sulivan. 
Nymphe = ve és 4 »! E. S. Meara. 
Star ee ro : 4 ” W. 8. De Kantzow. 
Bullfinch os : se 3 | ” Edward F. Lodder. 
West Coast of Africa Station. 
Rattlesnake .. be .»| 17 | Captain W. M. Dowell, C.B. 
Danaé o@ ue ee 6 » William Graham. 
Plover a 3 Commander J. A. Poland. 
Myrmidon - 4 + H. B. Johnstone. 
Lee .. 5 - Chas. W. Andrew. 
Speedwell os ee 5 9 J. P. J. Parry;. 
Jaseur we ee 5 ” C. F. — 
Pandora 5 John Bu 
Pioneer (tender | to Rattlesnake) | oe Lieutenant Harry FF. patie 
Cape of Good Hope Station. 
Racoon as ee ve | 22 Captain R. Purvis. 
Peterel ae ie ve 3 Commander Hon. E. Cochrasié, 
No. 55. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to'the Admiralty. 
(Extract.) December 19, 1869. 
I AM informed by his Becailees. Sir Arthur Kennedy, the*Governor-in-chief, that 
during his recent visit to the Gold Coast Protectorate, he proceeded into the River Volta 
(accom by Commander Glover, the Administrator of and Commander 


Andrew, of the *Leo*) in the “ Honesty,” a small steamer belonging to the Colonial 
Government of, Lagos. Twelve of water was found on the bar, with deep water 
inside. Commander Glover succeeded in earnest survey of the bar and entrance of 


the sive copy of which he informs me he will ranma et © oss glenlian! 
Navy. 

Itia reported that the appearance of the “ E o Honest in the river most 
salutary effect on the natives, who believed, fat Sc tant cotta Sue rg ag ile. 


\ 
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Governor-in-chief succeeded in making peace between the Chiefs on either bank of the 
river who had been at feud since 1865, : 





; ‘ No. 56. Si: 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. ; 


(Extract.) Fernando Po, December 30, 1868. 
-. THE “Speedwell” proceeded on the 23rd instant, with Her pag 8 Acting Consul 
to visit the Cameroons River, and returned to Fernando Po on the 26th, ing Consul 
being: ill. Commander Parry reports that a “palaver,” or general meetin Chiefs 
and traders was held on the 24th, and the affairs of the river settled amicably and satis- 
factorily; but I have just received a report from, the master of the English cutter 
@ Marquis,”. belonging to the African Steam-ship Peer and employed in the river, 
that,: on the 26th.instant, his vessel was boarded and pillaged by a large party of natives 
under Charley Dido, a Cameroons Chief. I have not yet been able to investigate the 
 kapinong the all outrage, but I purpose sending the “ Speedwell *’ to-morrow to the 

meroons River with the Consul, if he is well enough, and proceeding thither myself in 
the “ Rattlesnake ” the following day. 





No. 57. 
Commodore Dowell to the Sccretary to the Admiralty. 


ir, “* Rattlesnake,” at Sea, off Fernando Po, January 7, 1869. 
SHORITLY after my arrival at Fernando Po, | received from the master of the 
gutter “ Marquis,” belonging to the African Steam-ship Company, and employed in the 
River Cameroons, a complaint that his vessel had, on the 26th ultimo, been boarded and 
plundered of fifteen pieces of ivory, besides other articles, by Charley Dido, one of the 
Cameroons Chiefs, copy of the master’s letter of complaint, and its inclosures, is forwarded 
herewith. 

_ 2, It appeared to me that, before taking any steps in the matter, it should be thorough] 
investigated by Her, Majesty's Consul, and I therefore communicated with .Mr. Fran 
Wilson, the Acting Consul.for the Bights of Biafra and Benin, on the subject. That 
gentleman coinciding in my view of the case, we arranged that he should proceed up the 
iRiver Cameroon in the “ Speedwell ” to insti:ute the necessary inquiries, and, if possible, 
‘to settle the matter; and I decided on proceeding myself in the “ Rattlesnake” to the 
mouth, of the river. ake 
» . 3. The “Speedwell” left for the river on the morning of the 4th instant, and I 
followed in tze course of the day, anchoring in the evening at Green Patch. The next 
day Mr. Wilson came down the river in the “ Speedwell,” and informed me of the result 
of his inquiry. Copy of the minutes of the evidence taken by him is forwarded herewith, 
and it will be perceived that Charley Dido admits having boarded the “ Marquis,” and 
taken from her the fifteen pieces of ivory, but pleads in justification of his proceedings 
that the ivory was the property of himself and people, and had been pawned to Mr. Lawson, 
the master and supercargo of the barque “ Mary Black,” belonging to the firm of Messrs. 
Ashwall, of. Liverpool, in security for goods received from him, but to be redeemed by 
oil which would form part of cargo of the “Mary Black,” and that Mr. Lawson 
was shipping this ivory in the mail-steamer contrary to the established custom of the 
river. : 


A vessel’ arriving from England for a cargo of oil has frequently to remain in the 
) complete her catgos dur —— : 
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days, and that in default of doing so it would be shi Dido knowing that the “ Mary 
Black ” was not nearly full, Sid wee eval himself of the notice, and on discovering that the 
ivory had been shipped in the “ Marquis ” for conveyance to the mail-steamer, he resorted 
to force to prevent it being taken out of the river, 

6. The Consul having requested me to settle the matter, I consented to do so, as I 
had intended proceeding up the river the following day to endeavour to establish the 
Equity Court, which had been allowed to fall into disuse; and accordingly, havi 
assembled the Kings and principal Chiefs, and all the supercargoes on board the “ Speed- 
well,” I pointed out to Charley Dido, in their presence, that however wrong Mr. Lawson 
might have been in Shipping the ivory, nothing could justify his (Dido’s) proceedings on 
board the “ Marquis,” the consequences of which might have been extremely serious for 
him ; but that, having taken the whole circumstances of the case into my consideration, I 
should only adjudge him to pay only a small fine of two puncheons of oil, together with 
the expenses incurred in making good the damage done by his followers to the “ quis,” 
and in indemnifying the crew and engers for their losses, amounting in all to ten 
puncheons of oil, the whole to be paid in three months’ time. I also expressed my opinion 
of the extreme impropriety of Mr. Lawson’s conduct in acting so ome? to the 
of the trade, and, in a measure, breaking faith with the natives, thus affording them a 
plausible pretext for committing an act of violence. 

7. The claims to compensation for loss of money and clothes made by the master, 
crew, and pemenaets of the “Marquis,” being excessive, I have, after consulting with 
the Consul, reduced the amounts in each case to what is in our opinion just and 
equitable. ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 
Mr. O'Brien to Commodore Dowell. 


Sir, Fernando Po, December 30, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour respectfully to inform you, that on my passage down the 
Cameroons River in command of the cutter “ Marquis,” belonging to the African Steamship 
Company, working asa tender for the steamers to that river, that on the 26th December, at 
5 p.m., off Malimba Point, the vessel was boarded by about 400 people, under the leadership 
of Charles Dido, run on shore, all cargo, stores, crew’s and passengers’ effects taken from her. 
T was myself held to the rigging, a man holding a cutlass over my head, threatening to kill 
me if I maved ; all my krooboys were driven overboard—fortunately the boat was down and 
by that means were saved The passengers had their money taken from their pockets. 

After the natives left the vessel I proceeded in my boat back to Cameroons, 
to get parties to come and survey her, which survey, together with the log, I beg to hand 
you. 

I also beg respectfully to lay before you lists of the losses sustained by myself, 
passengers, crew, and owners of the vessel. 

Trusting that you will demand satisfaction from the Kings of Cameroons for this 
piratical outrage, I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. O'BRIEN, Master of cutter “ Marquis,” 





Inclosure 2 in No, 87. 
Report of Survey of the Cutter “ Marquis.” 






here on the instant, putting her ashore, ro and completely g 
We ie he ee we have held a survey of the cutter “ Marc 
ashoré near Malimbo Point, in this river, her cabin furniture complete 
everything moveable taken out and broken, also the bulkhead dividing the 1 
_forecastle broken down, water casks and everything moveable on deck thrown ov 


4 
- 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. | 57° 


gto the evidence of Captain OBrien of esa psd: rs, found ¢ ‘that the 
natives of Cameroons had seized the ship, maki Xt 
part of the krooboys having jumped overboard wen ; ‘froth her 
_ pieces of ivory, weighing, according to.the bill of lading, 667 thecae S tenecbet tects of 
the said Captain O’Brien, officers, crew, and passengers, to the 
to the bills and claims annexed hereto; also ship’s stores and goods Salant to the sai 
cutter taken away and destroyed to the amount of 1001. 
The ship was striking Seary on a hard, sandy beach, and the carpenter reported that 
her copper would be damaged. We found that the said cutter was making water. 
At 2 a.m. we succeeded in getting her afloat, an tc her in deep water. 
(Signed) AUGUST ALBRECH Captain, North German. barque 
“*Titania.” 
RICHD. HOOPER, Master, British barque ‘* Medea.” 
HENRY PRICHARD, Agent for Messrs. C. Horsfall | 
and Sons, Liverpool. 
- GEORGE WALKER, Carpenter, barque “ Medea.” 








Inclosure 3 in No. 57. 
Extract from Log Book of Cutter ** Marquis.” 

Saturday, December 26.—Wind south-west. Fine weather throughout. 

6 a.m.—Took on board fifteen pieces of ivory. 

7 a.M.—Got under weigh, proceeded down the river. 

11 a.m.—Came to an anchor abreast Doctor’s Creek, there being no wind, the tide 
being against us. 

1 p.m.—Got under weigh. 

5 p.m.—Saw four canoes coming down the river. Captain ordered the ship to be 
hove to, thinking they were passengers ; the ship still forged a-head, to shoal water, On 
finding ‘there was only one fathom of water, put the helm up, and attempted to wear her 
round ; sent the boat a-head to see if there was deeper water; just at this time the above- 
mentioned war canoes came alongside and boarded in the most warlike sort of manner, 
although the Captain begged of Charley Dido, their Chief, not to allow his boys to come 
aboard until the cutter was on the other tack. He took no notice, but had him, the Captain, 
held by two of his men, at the same time allowi ‘ing his men to rifle the cutter, com Tetely 

tting the cabin and begat A cabin fixings, They algo passed the , o out of hold. 
ey dove” ‘the krooboys overboard at point of the sword and arrested two passengers 
ind Tifled their pockets, and broke open chest belonging to the ship's company, even so 
far as to start our fresh water into the scuppers, and hove.some of the ‘casks overboard ; 
took all our provisions and cooking utensils, and then left us without anything to eat. but 
a little rice; ran a kedge out ; the Captain went up to Cameroons for the purpose of 
getting some Captains for to hold a survey on the cutter. . 

Midnig ht.—Returned accompanied by Mr. Prichard, Captain Hooper, and Captain 
Albrecht, of the barque ‘‘ Titania,” also a carpenter from the “ Medea,” the result of 
which is not at present known. 

People employed holystoning decks. Pumps attended to roy twenty-four hours. 

(Signed) 'HORP, Mate. 
Witnesses : su Kiacaimia s 
(Signed) A O'Brien, Master. 
Txos. Ketuy, Passenger. 
Rosert Samvxt, Passenger. 





Inclosure 4 in N 0. 87. 
reperecen of Losses, and Receipte, dy the-Magter and Crew of the Custer: “ Marquis.” ” 


CLAIM 861, sterling for loss of watek eee Fs one oaaekone 
088 an one tom 

pag id mc tg he boarded the cutter ‘ Marquis” on her way down Cameroons River 

on above 


(Signed) sid. O'BRIEN, “Master, Cutter “ Marquis,” 
CAvarded 204 nfl compensation for the above loss, &e.} 


Crass A. eater Were Qs 





cabin, breaking fixtures, fifteen pieces of ivory cargo were shipped for the niail, also 
st arting f mn heaving @ casks y ‘board “y 2 * . = 
sions and our seoking utensils. For my dale sak watch sad yew I Y ae 


Witness to signature: 
: (Signed) oo Saker. 


{Awarded 101. in full, compensation for the above-mentioned losses. | 





December 26, 1869. 
John C. Chambers, sailor on board the cutter “Marquis” of London. Left Came- 
roons; going down the bar four canoes came alongside of us, when the Captain ask them 
what they want; they gave him no answer, all of the natives fill the deck. Some of them 
go down the cabin, begins to take out all things and pass it in their canoe. Some of them 
go down the forecastle, hroke open my box, and take all my money. 





& s. d. 
Cush és #% or tie ». 50 0 
Clothes ae ite oe . % 0D 
12 0 0 
(Signed) JOHN 6. CHAMBERS. 
Witness to signature < 


(Bigned) ALFRED Saker. 
{Awarded 7/. in full, compensation for the above-mentioned claim.] 


December 26, 1868. 

I Thomas Kelly being on board the “ Marquis," London, as passenger upot this sa 
date, we were boarded by men, in their appearance seemed like pirates. I was caught by 
my hands and a cutlass held over my head, whilst m Pockets irere Johbed of 5}. 2s. or $s., 
likewise my discharge character, which I value at 5i., i ewise a parcel of clothes containing 
some two ‘or three Duirta, which I value at 18s. . 

& s. 

2 

0 
18 
0 





(Signed) THOMAS KELLY. 
38 to signature : 
igned) ALFRED SAKER. 


(Awarded 5/. in full, compensation for the above specified claim. ] 


Wit 
( 





December 26, 1868. 
Left Cameroons for the bar in the cutter “ Marquis ;” we were boarded by Cameroons 
natives whilst on our way down the river; they come arene and got on seized 
Captain and myself, andthe other man that was on board, then plundered cabin forecastle 
and.went down the hold, took fifteen ivory and part of clothing, and money the worth of 


ig Gigped) ROBERT SAMUEL. 
Witness to signature : 
(Signed) Aurrep Saxge. 


{Awarded 5/. in full, compensation for the above-mentioned losses.) 
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 ‘Bernando Po; December 80, 1868. 


"Gress of the eater Marquis” to ownety of steamship "Biafra." Br. 
76 ies of on i ow ies 1 Fersindo Po, od Chap. 1 # 99 





og pica BR pol board sg ie Pounds o 4 


(Signed) RICHARD E. HOOPER, Bergue « Medea 
[This amount was reduced to 21. by Commodore Dowell. | 








ceive from Captain O’Brien, cutter. “ uis,” an onder f i Five Po ae on 
a feoe Company, for survey held on oard said cu m 
“Cameroong, December 27. 1868. 
thignet ed) AUGUST ALBRECHT, ein mH North 
German Barque “ 


the 


[This amount was reduced to 2/. by Commodore Dowell. 





Received from Cap O'Brien, cutter ‘ Marquis,” an order for Five Pounds on 
the African Steam-ship Company, for survey held on Apeal said cutter. 
Camergons, December 27, 1868. 
£6 Q 0. — 
(Signed) H. PRIOHARD. 


[This amount was reduced to 2/. by Commodore Dowell. ] 
Received from Captain O’Brien, cutter “Marquis,” an order for Three Pounds 
on the African Steam-ship Company, for suryey held on board said cutter. 
meroons, December 27, 1868 
£3 0 0. 
(Signed) GEORGE WALKER, Carpenter, Barque “ Medea.” 


(This amount was reduced to 2/. by Commodore Dowell.] 





Inclosure 5 in No. 57. 
Minutes of Evidence taken in Cameroons, January 5, 1869, by Acting Consul Wilson. 


CAPTAIN O'BRIEN, Master of the cutter “Marquis,” belonging to the African 
Steam-ship Company, states that, when proceeding down the river on the 26th of 
December, 1868, to meet the mail-steamer, the cutter was set upon by four armed 
canoes, led on by Charley Dido. 

- ‘The vesibes. took forcible Asgoreugee of he sree on pana, and robbed the cabin 
of ev Tae Be portable, destro what they could not carry away. 

- Lawson, want ed Messrs. Ashmall, of Liverpool :—Took fifteen _— 
ivory in p eg on condition that I received trade, and to be redeemed when I 
‘2 Tail ot receive the promised trade. Gave thirty frail notice in writing to C 
Dido to redéém the ivory, otherwise it would be shi hence. ‘ After: twenty 
Charley Dido and followers came on board tas One. [ told him there were ten. 
left in-which to redeem the ivory, and that if not redeemed I would certainly ship't 


: The i not redeemed, d I consequently shipped it b the ¢ ‘Marquis; to be 
vory was ani it by the “. , 
Bn ‘to the mail-steamer. 


60 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The ivory did not belong to Charley Dido personally, but to his and two of 
the tasks did not even bale to them, é eap 

Captain Ellis.—The custom is to give about three months’ notice fo’redeem ivory in 

wn. At the expiration of the notice, which is usually given when a ship is shortly to 
eave, the ivory, if not redeemed, may be taken home in the ship. eas 

It is not customary to send ivory home before the conclusion of the voyage. 

Captain William Peacock, “ Mohican,” confirms this. ‘ 

‘Henry Pritchard.—The custom; so far‘as known to me, is, that I would give 
vay wi and at the expiration of the ‘time, if the pawns were not redeemed, would ship 
it home. 

Q. Have you ever done so?—A. No; I am a resident agent. ie 

Captain Townsend.—The custom is not to ship pawned ivory home except at the 
expiration of a voyage, or when the agent goes home ; and even in these cases it is very 
general to transfer the pawns to the next ship or succeeding agent. I consider it "ey 
imprudent to ship home pawned ivory unless there is the very clearest understanding wit 
the man who has aened it. 

Charley Dido.---I was in town, and received a letter from Mr. Lawson about the 
ivory. Iwas on board Mr. Lawson's ship afterwards, and he told me that 1 had only ten 
days to redeem it, as, if it was not redeemed in that time, he would ship it. I repre- 
sented that his ship was not full yet, and begged him not to send the ivory to Liverpool. 
On Christmas, when the mail carie, Mr. Lawson put the ivory on board the cutter, to be 
shipped home by the mail-steamer. [ went to him and protested against his sending the 
ivory home before the ship was ready to go, and begged him to alter his decision, saying 
that I could not allow the ivory to go. 

I went with my people, and we took the ivory out of the cutter and carried it to my 
town. It is there now, and belongs to Mr. Lawson, but I shall redeem it by-and-by 
when I have oil. 

When I gave the ivory to Mr. Lawson I understood that I should have every oppor- 
tunity of redeeming it, and did not believe it would be sent home, especially as the ship 
was not full. 

King Bell—In pawning ivory I never expect that it will be sent home by mail- 
Pati If it is not redeemed at the end of the voyage it may be sent home with the 
ship. 

King Acqua concurs. 


Charley Dido re-examined.—After taking the ivory, my boys took some things out 
of the cabin, but I recovered them and sent them to Captain Peacock. 

. _ As for the damage done on board the cutter, Ned Dido and my other boys were 
below. I did not see what they did. 

The cutter was aground when I went alongside. 

Captain Q’Byien.—The cutter was not aground when the canoes came alongside, but 
struck immediately afterwards, Charley had reason to suppose that the “Marquis ” was 
ashore when he came alongside. Charley Dido lent no influence to have the things that 
his people plundered returned, and even seemed annoyed at the exertions of his nephew, 
Ned Dido, who did all he could to recover and return my effects and those of the crew, 
which had been thrown into the canoes. . I hand in a note of loss, damage, and expenses 
occasioned by the attack on the cutter, amounting to 212/. 2s. 8d. 


a  , 


No. 58, 

Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 

(Extract.) dats - January 12, 1869. 
A COMPLAINT having been made to me that a Mr. Gunnell, the Agent at Whydah 
for Messrs. Swanzy, merchants, had been maltreated by. the Whydah authorities, I _ 

dispatched the “ Jaseur” thither on the 17th ultimo to inquire into the circumstances of 
the case, and to remonstrate with the authorities for their conduct. Commander Hotham 
reports that the authorities most emphatically denied the truth of Mr. Gunnell’s statement 
of the ill-treatment he had received at their hands, asserting that he had only been cons. 
fined in a shed for a few hours on refusing to pay a fine inflicted on him for a breach of 
' their Customs laws. ae: : é 
With these conflicting ex parte statements it is hardly le to arrive at the truth 
of what really occurred ; but it would appear that Mr. Gunnell has made himself personally 
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«obnoxious to the authorities, and from the evidence Commander Hotham, was able bo 


fine imposed by the authorities had been remitted by the King of Dahomey, and of 
were in their usual state. Mr. Gunnell had left Whydah, and I have recommended 





No. 59. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
ir, “* Rattlesnake,” at Fernando Po, January 10, 1869. 

AT’ the General Meeting of the Kings and Chiefs of the River Cameroons, assembled 
by me on the 6th instant, as reported in my letter No. 3 of the 7th July, I received from 
King Beli, one of the principal Chiefs, an earnest request that his son, now in England, 
in ate Messrs. King, merchants, of Bristol, being educated, might be permitted to 
see Her Majesty. 

2. King Bell is an hereditary and influential Chief. He has invariably shown him- 
self favourably disposed toward ourselves, and I am of opinion that if Her Majesty would 
be graciously pleased to permit his son to be presented to her, it would have a very 
desirable effect in increasing the good feeling which exists between ourselves and King 
Bell, and also in increasing our friendly relations with the natives generally. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





No. 60. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, January 9, 1869. 

OUR trade with the oil rivers on this Coast is increasing so rapidly and becoming ¢ 
such importance, that I venture to bring to their Lordships’ notice the inefficiency of 
the Consular Establishment at Fernando Po to perform satisfactorily the Consular duties 
required in its extensive jurisdiction 

2. The Consulate now extend from Biafra to Cape St. Paul, and includes the whole 
the Oil Rivers in the Bights of the Biafra and Benin; with the exception of the Old 
Calabar and the Benin, none of these rivers have been visited for twelve months. 

3. About April last, Mr. Livingstone, the Consul, proceeded to England, and 
Mr. Wilson, the gentleman supposed, I believe, to eed the Consular duties in 
Mr. Livingstone’s absence, being also in England, the duties were left in charge of 
Mr. Holt, a mercantile Agent at Fernando Po; Mr. Wilson only returning in October. 

4. It is, I conceive, of the greatest consequence for the proper performance of the 
Consular duties and the River that the English Representative should be entirely uncon- 
nected with casi matters, as otherwise his authority amongst the lish traders is 
very materially weakened, whilst his decisions, in disputed cases, between English traders 
and natives are naturally attributed by the latter to interested motives. 

5. I would respectfully suggest that both a Consul and a Vice-Consul should be 
appointed, neither of whom should, in any way be connected with trade, so that in the 
event of one of these officers being compelled to leave the Consulate, in consequence of 
ill health, or for any other reason, the Consular duties would not fall into the hands of 
any one whe may be simply a mercantile agent. ! 
~~ 6. I would also propose that the-Consul should ‘have specific directions to-visit: all] 
the rivers periodically, at least once in six months, and I would arrange that he should 








have @ eruizer to enable him to do so. 

7. Sbould these measures be adopted, I believe that the uent disputes and 
difficulti eh occur in the oil rivers to the detriment of » Would in a great 
measure be a a The i 

. > 2 ; ve, &c, 
ieee (Signed) 


Signed) | -W. DOWELL. 





(62 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 
No, 61. : 
Comunale Bevwsll tothe Bleereldry.th the:Admiivalty. 
“Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat,\5° 40’ \8., Long. 1°,93° df, 
Sir 7, 1869 ive ae 


> February, 4 Fy RA ny . " 
IT is with much satisfaction ‘that. I adm able to ‘for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, ‘that during the year ended 31st. December 
last, no attempt has been made to revive the Slave Trade in any part of the station under 
my command; and I now feel myself in a position to assure their Lordships of my 
confident opinion that the slave blockade so long maintained by Her Majesty’s ships may ~~ 
now be safely abolished. : : 

2. In my letter of ‘the 4th July, 1868, I reported that-the last slave .dealer 
‘on this coast, a Portuguese named -Leivas, had retired to Rio. de Janeiro, after having 
been foiled .in.an attempt to ship a.cargo of slaves near. Manque Grande in October 
1867; ‘and-I now learn from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at St. Paulo de, Loanda that 
the whole of the slaving establishments belonging to this man have been recently seld or 
broken.up by his agent,. who-has quitted:the eoast for Portugal. ot 

3. ‘The \petty ‘Traffic in Slaves which was said ‘to be carried on between Cape 
‘Lopez andi the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, has, I: believe, ceased to. exist. 

4. The native slave dealers,.as well as the ee. omg remaining in the ‘country, who 
were formerly engaged in the Slave Traffic, have, I believe, without an exception, embarked 
in legitimate trade, in whicn they find ample employment ‘for their slaves, and realize 
large profits, ‘Nevertheless, I-have no doubt that, if a vessel were to arrive off the coast 
and attempt to procure slaves for shipment, but little difficulty would be found in obtain- 
ing ‘a cargo, by inducing ~the ~Kings~and- Chiefs-to sell -the-slaves:- they-now-employ so 
profitably ; and this state of affairs will, I fear, continue for some years to come. 

5. Legal trade continues to increase rapidly, both in the Bights and to the southward, 
but especially at Kabcnda, Kinsembo, and in the Congo on.the south coast, where the 
exports of palm-oil, ground-nuts, india-rabber, ivory, and ebony, are considerable, and 
the trade is still capable of much:greater development. 

‘In the Bights,.Lagos, under. the able government f.Captain Glover, has Jargely 

‘increased: its trade ;.the neighbourhood being a. cotton-producing country, the growth of 
that. article. .has ‘been. encouraged amongst the natives, and it promises: to. become an 
important item in the export trade. Sak ea ae 

In’ November ‘last :Sir:Arthur Kennedy, the Governor-in-Chief of the West African 
Settlement, accompanied by Captain: Glover, proceeded into the River Volta, inthe 
Colonial-steamer “ Eyo Honesty;” 12 feet of water was. found on the: Bar, and i iwan 
Glover. sueceeded in making a survey of the entrance of. the. river. ‘There can be but 
little doubt: that, situated as this river is, it will eventually become the centre ofan 
important trade. 

“6. The losses to the squadron (excluding the “(Bristol ’ and “ Ranger ’’) from: deaths 

-and . invaliding, between’ the Ist October, 1867,.and the 30th September, 1868, have 
been :— 


> 


Invalided. 





‘healthy dartag the. past year. ne 
! . : -— @igned)." W. DOWELL, 


' Lhaye, 





Taiclosure ‘i in No: 61. 


dt of Verséle Ciptured on the ground of Slave ‘Trade or Piracy, by the British Squadron employed on thio’ West Coast of Africa, for the Stippression of te as Trade, between 
She December 1, 1867, and sai $1, ‘1868. , 
Es ae He f Pe F 


> US Numbet of : 1 f 












Slaves, 
Date « Name and Rank of Captor 3 |... Tonnage, i "Before what Couit tS, Pte cope a 
of _ | Where Captured. and Name of isda Adjgdicated, .. Remaris. 
Seizure. Capturing Ship. M on what Charge} — - — ¥ Hiapboad of 
es ae h 1867 ve ares a RES 
}] Voknown ..) Unknown ../ .. | Dec. 10/2 miles- north of | John P. J, Parry, Commander, | .. S49 tons | St. Helena. Slave | NoSaformatién ; be- te ee 
$ “| Ee _ | _ Blackwater Point |“ Speedwell” ca lieved to hate been ix ron on 
measurement’ @arly 2 A 
d baal ratty 
a 
: | == 
+2 *3 F h . ~) o | a “sug al i . 7 - 
Boo xa ; (Signed) w. «>We: ages 
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No. 62. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
“ Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 52’ 8. Long. 0° 46’ W. 


February 8, 1869. 
IN the event of the Lords Commissions of the Admiralty deciding to abolish the slave 
blockade on this coast, in consequence of the total cessation of the Slave Trade, as 
reported in my letter of the 7th instant, I think it my duty to state, for their information, 
my opinion that the squadron under my command might be considerably reduced. 

2. It now consists of the “ Rattlesnake” and seven cruizers, a steam store-ship, the 
“Investigator” and “ Pioneer,” and the stationary store-ships “ Flora” and “ Vindictive,” 
at Ascension and Jellah Coffee. I consider that four cruizers, in addition to the flag-ship, 
would be sufficient, if the blockade is raised, to meet all the requirements of the station, 
viz., the protection of our’settlements from the Gambia to Lagos, and the guarding of our 
commerce and the interests of British merchants and traders in the Bights, the oil rivers, 
and on the south coast. 

3. I would propose to station and employ this force in the following manner. 

One vessel would be required for duties connected with ou settlements, principally on 
the Gold Coast, where the country is still in an unsettled state. 

When not required at Cape Coast, she would be available for the Gambia once or 
twice a year. 

Two vessels (which might with advantage be of the composite class of gun-vessel, 
on account of their light draught of water), would be required, one for occasional 
service in the oil rivers, in the Bights of Biafra and Benin,—the other as a relief. 

One of these might be employed in the annual Niger Expedition during the months 
of August and September. 

One vessel should be constantly in the neighbourhood of the Congo River, for the 
protection of the cargo and increasing trade existing there, which would probably be again 
subjected to piratical attacks, as in former years, if our cruizers were entirely withdrawn. 
This vessel should also visif oécdsionally the other places om the South Coast: at which: 
factories have been established. . —— 

_ 4. These four cruizérs, with the periddical visits of the flag-ship to every part of the 
station, two or three times in each year, would suffice to perform all the duties which would 
in ordinary times be required of our squadron on the West Coast of Africa, and still admit 
of each vessel visiting St. Helena once in twelve months for recreation. 

5. It would, however, be advantageous for purposes of discipline that one of the 
cruizers should be commanded by a captain, in. order that Courts Martial might be 
assembled when necessary. 

6. With a steam store-ship on the station, such as the ‘‘ Supply,” I should be 
prepared to maintain the squadron in an efficient condition without the “Vindictive” at 
J ellah Coffee ; and I would also dispense with the depSt at St. Paul de Loanda, making 
an arrangement with 'the coal contractors at Banana Point for the shelter and security of 
the small reserve of provisions we shall be likely to requite,—about ninety days’ consump- 
tion for eighty men. 

7. I should wish to retain the “ Pivneer ;” she will be useful to accompany the gun- 
vesscl proceeding up the Niger, and also in the Lagos Lagoons. The “ Investigator” is 
unserviceable. 

8. The reductions therein contemplated are— 
Three gun-vessels ; 

One depot ship, “ Vindictive ;” 

* Investigator,” | 

And the depét ai St. Paul de Loanda. 


( 


Sir, 


: I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





No. 68. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
“ Rattleenake,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 28’ 8., Long. 10° 58’ W., 
Sir, ee ae 12, 1869. 
I FORWARD herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a letter from Commander Johnstone of the “Myrmidon,” the senior of the 


1 


REPORTS piowgen NAVAL OFFICERS, 65 


in the Congo for u; Bae ge rin ne oh ro Gauge teat the 
punishment should not be delayed ; I have pereiry chew 2 a of Commander Johnston's 
proceedings which were happily condueted without loss ma 

&e. 


have, 
Gigned) "WwW. DOWELL. 





Inclosure | in No. 63. 
Commander Johnstone to Commodore Dowell, 


Bir, “ Myrmidon,” River Congo, December 9, 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Tafortanton: that on my arrival here on the 
30th ultimo, it was represented to me by Mr. Kurz, the Dutch Agent at Banana Creek, 
that some days previously a launch with a cargo of gunpowder belonging to him had been 
seized by the natives on its way to Punta do Seque, when at the mouth of the Creek 
near the French factory at Menala, about ten miles below Punta do Seque. 

The launch was detained and carried up the Creek, the cargo taken out and carried 
off, and the crew (Kabenda men) made prisoners. 

Being then on my way to Loango to keep a rendezvous with the “ Pandora” on the 2nd 
instant, I was unable to investigate the matter thoroughly, but ou my return here on the 
7th instant, in company with the “ Pandora,” I did so, and found the facts as stated. 

This being the first case of the kind that has occurred for the last two years, and 
apparently an attempt to renew the old system of robbery that used to exist, I deemed I 
should be acting in accordance with Article VIII of the Addenda to the senior officer’s 
instructions by administering a summary punishment on the offenders, and thereby check 
any further attempts of the same kind for some time to come. 

I consulted the agers of the French factory at Mellala as to whether any risk would 
occur to his factory there 25 retaliation on the part of the natives, but he, in common with 
all the other European traders on Banana Point, seemed very desirous that these people 
should be punished. 

Having been joined by the “ Plover,” and ‘taking with me the French Agent, Signor 
Netto, the Portuguese owner of the launch, Captain Frederick, the Dutch master of 
the “ 8ter, and two of the Kabenda men who had been captured ia-the launch (they 
had all been ransomed), I proceeded in the “ Plover.” with the boats of “‘ Myrmidon ” and 
* Pandora ” in tow, soon after daylight on the'morning of the 9th (this day) and anchored - 
off the mouth of Mellala Creek. 

I landed at the French Factory for the purpose of communicating with the natives, 
but they took to the bush in alarm and’ refused to come near; I therefore made no 
further delay, not wishing to give them time either to remove their goods or organize 
any resistance. I therefore left the “Plover,” and, with three boats from each shi 
proceeded up the creek for about three miles, and then reached a smaller.creek, whic 4 
'the Kabenda men said led to the town, 

This creek was too narrow to admit of our rising our oars, but we hauled the boats 
in by the branches of the trees overhead and the roots of the man I ordered the 
ike cas 4 Lic beg oo _ the rocket ke te lead in, yar llowed i Sie my whaler. 

t pushing in about yards we reached a nding-place wi an canoes, 
and sie above it was the town. We had heard great firing, and fimteeh beating, for 
some time previously, but having directed the “ Pandora's” boat to fire a rocket into the 
town, landed and set fire to the town, which covered a considerable extent of 


We also destroyed their crops of Indian corn, and broke their canoes, f 
which was lasge enough to cary twenty-ive or thirty aie No dei sano, oe. of 
without Mave’ cosh idnghe witive, DAK the: hates bad GAMNbGMty’ Maly Jeet toon 
a es Oe er 

Ce ne Oe ie eee 

LASS A. 


/ , / 
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return, they fired from the bush, and wounded Lieutenant Alleyne slightly, and five nen 
belon to the cutter of this a Ph slightly and three severely. 

he fire was returned by the ines and the “ Pandora’s” rocket-boat, but no 
one was visible, and the bush too thick to allow of landing, even if desired. We then 
returned on board the “Plover,” and to this anchorage, and the boats rejoined their 
respective ships. 

__ The officers and men employed on this service conducted themselves to my satisfac- 
tion, and Lieutenant Alleyne eo fakes very favourably of the conduct of the men in the 
“ Myrmidon’s” cutter ; that although five out of the ten men were, wounded at one 
- ge, no confusion took place ; that the wounded men pulled as long as they were 
able. : 

Commander Poland accompanied me in my whaler, and from first to last afforded 
me the most cordial and zealous assistance in the management of the affair, his Chinese 
experience in similar cases proving invaluable. 

" I have subjoined a list of the boats, and of the officers and men employed in 
em. 

Trusting that my proceedings in this matter will meet. with your approval, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. B. JOHNSTONE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 63, 
List of Boats composing the Expedition — 


“ Myrmidon.” Ist Whaler— Navigating Sub-Lieutenant Wm. Savage. 





Whaler—Commander H. B. Johnstone. 5 seamen. 
Commander J. A. Poland, “ Piover.” 1 marine. : - 8 
5 seamen. 2nd Whaler—James Byrne, gunner’s mate. 
Cutter—Lieutenant H. N. Alleyne. 5 seamen. 
12 seamen, 1 marine. 
4 marines, F ” 
Gig —Mr. J. M. Hunter, Assistant-Surgeon. " . oe Plover.” : 
Mr. Thos. Hawkins, gunner. Cutter—Lieutenant H. L. Veitch. 
5 seamen. 13 scamen. 
2 marines. - «< 6 marines, 
2nd Whaler—Mr. P. O. M. Presgrave, Assistant- 
* Pandora,” Paymaster. 
Cutter—Rocket-boat—Lieutenant Wm. C. Shuck- 5 seamen. 
burgh. 8rd Whaler— 
7 seamen. 4 seamen. 
2 marines. 1 petty officer. 
Inclosure 3 in ‘No. 63, 
Mr. Hunter to Commander Johnstone. 
Sir, s vn ghear aed River Congo, December 9, 1868. 
THE following is a list of those wounded during the expedition up’ Mellala Creek on 


December 9, 1868 :— 

Mr. H. Alleyne, Lieutenant, wound of side, slight. 

William Debuan, A.B., wound of right arm, severe. ’ 

Henry Hawkins, A.B., wound of chest, severe. 

George Howell, ordinary, wound of chest, severe. 

William Pearce, A.B., wound of forehead, severe. 

John Partridge, 2nd captain forecastle, wound of scalp, slight: © ; 

The wounds are gunshot wounds, produced by. oblong iron slugs of various sizes. 
All the patients are likely to do well, re rife of the chest not being penetrated: 

ve, &c, 
(Signed) JOHN M. HUNTER, . 
Assistant-Surgeon and Medical Officer in Charge of Expedition. 
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Were Inclosure 4 in No. 63, Tia 
‘ Commander Sohastone to Commodore Deesells 


Sir, “* Myrmidon,” River Congo, December 28, 1868. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 9th instant, I have the honour to report that, of 
the five men wounded, three have returned to duty, and the other two will sameabiy do so 
at the end of this week. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Kirz, thanking me, in the name of himself and the 
other traders, and expressing his belief that the Expedition will have the greatest effect 
upon the natives, and that it will keep the river quiet for a long time. 

_ Thave, &e. + s 
(Signed) H. B. JOHNSTONE. 





No, 64. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” at Ascension, February 16, 1869. 

AS the time for preparing the Niger Expedition for this year is approaching, I request 
you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that I propose 
that the Expedition shall consist of one of the composite gun-vessels recently ordered 
to this station and the “ Pioneer.” 

2. The Expedition should be ready to leave Lagos in the first week of July, and it 
would be advisable that the customary presents for the Kings and Chiefs of the Niger 
should be sent by the Foreign Office to the Administrator at os, by the mail leaving 
England on the 24th May, to allow time for their being properly arranged and appro- 
priated to the several Kings and Chiefs. f 


I an, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





No. 65. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” at Ascension, February 16, 1869. 

AS I understand the health of Mr. McLeod, Her Majesty’s Consul for the districts 
bordering on the River Niger and Chadda, is such as will in all probability preclude his 
return to his Consulate at Lukoja with the Niger Expedition this year, I vai beg leave 
to suggest, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the 
propriety of arrangements being made with the Foreign Offiee for the relief of Lieutenant 
Dixon, Royal Marines, of the “ Rattlesnake,” who is now conducting the Consular duties 
at Lukoja, in Mr. McLeod’s absence, and Sub-Lieutenant Black, of the “Plover,’’ his 
companion. 

It is very undesirable that these officers should be detained at Lukoja more than 
absolutely necessary, both on account of their official duties in the navy, and also on 
account of their health. : 

The Niger Expedition should leave Lagos early in July, about the 12th. The 
ean he officer appointed to Lukoja should, therefore, leave England not later than the: 
10th June. 


I ha 
(Bigned) Ww. DOWELL., 





Om 


No. 66. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” at Ascension, peiters 16, 1869. © 
WITH reference to my letter of the 25th November last, and your reply 


dated the 30th December, on the subject of the release of Manuel Vacca, a Congo 
pirate, who is now detained as prisoner of war at Ascension, I request you will be pleased: 
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to noes’ the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, as a case of piracy has 

recently occurred in the River Congo, as in my letter of the 12th February, : 
I have deemed it advisable to retain Manuel Vacca at Ascension for the present, instead 
of releasing him immediately, as I had intended, . 

2. In my return here in May next, when I shall have again visited the Congo, L 
shall be enabled to decide whether he can be permitted to return thither without endan- 
gering the commerce of the river. ' 

3. It will not be possible to obtain any guarantee for his fay good conduct. 

ve, &c. 


(Bigned) W. DOWELL. 





No. 67. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extracts.) “ Rattlesnake,” March 22, 1869. 

THE “Speedwell, having conveyed Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Biafra 
and Benin on his periodical visit to the Oil Rivers, had returned to her station in the 
Bights. She sailed on the 20th instant for Rio de Janeiro to join the squadron under 
the command of Rear-Admiral Ramsay, calling at Ascension en route. 

The “ Lee” has just returned from her visit to the River Gambia, having proceeded as 
far up as McCarthy Island. Commander Andrew reports that, on the requisition of his 
Excellency the Administrator of the Gambia, who proceeded up the river in the “ Lee,” he 
had chastised one of the Chiefs in the neighbourhood of McCarthy Island, whose followers 
had kidnapped three children from the island, one of whom they had subsequently murdered, 
by destroying his stockaded town of Kenikenitendo, having first disarmed the natives, No 
casualty occurred to any of the men engaged. The “ Lee” remained in the river from the 
12th February to the 5th March (twenty-one days), the crew continuing healthy the whole 
time. The trade of the river, which is chiefly carried on by French merchants, has 
been very injuriously affected by the wars and dissensions between the neighbouring 
tribes. : 

The visit of the “Lee” would, however, appear to have had a good effect, 
as, during her stay, a truce had been agreed to, and negotiations for peace entered 
into. 

The state of affairs on the Gold Coast is quiet at present, but I am. informed: that 
considerable apprehension is felt of an approaching invasion of the Ashantees into the 
Fantee country. I have as yet received no official intimation to this effect, but 1 hope to 
have an interview with the Acting-Administrator to-morrow. In the event of a vessel 
being required for the protection of our settlements, the “ Fly ” will probably be detailed 
for this purpose. 





No. 68. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admsralty. 


Sir, : “ Rattlesnake,” at Lagos, March 30, 1869. 

THE Acting Administrator on the Gold Coast has represented to me that the. 
Ashantees are threatening an invasion of the Protectorate,—he believes with the view 
of obtaining possession of the country and sea-coast to the eastward of the River Volta, 
and he appears, to think, that should they gain their point, it would interfere with the 
freedom of the trade of the Volta. 

2. In November last, Sir Arthur Kennedy, the Governor-in-chief, entered the 
Volta, in the Colonial steamer ‘‘ Eyo Honesty,” with the view of opening up the trade of 
the river, and concluded Treaties of peace and commerce with the native tribes on both 
banks of the river,—but 1 am not aware that any Europeans have as yet taken advantage 
of these Treaties, certainly no veesels have entered the river. 

3. The Acting Administrator expresses an opinion, that it would be very desirable 
that a man-of-war should periodically visit the higher branches of the Volta. I have 
acquainted him that such visits could only be made with the sanction of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, and at present I am not prepared to advocate such an 
expedition being undertaken, e “ Eyo Honesty,” drawing considerably less water than 
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any vessel at my di , reached a point some 40 miles from the entrance, when she 
was 8 by the shoalness of the water ;" and although I have little doubt that a deep 
water channel might be found, I am of opinion that the visit of a man-of-war could -have 
no beneficial effect beyond the immediate banks of the river, and would not materially 
assist trade. When ds cotiniey is more settled it would doubtless be very beneficial to 
send an expedition to survey the river. © ta : ae aes 

4, 1 am informed that the two European factories at Guitta have been called upon 
to pay a tribute of 100 dollars each, for permission to continue their trade, and for the 

rotection of the Ashantees when they take éssion of the country. And it appears 
om a letter received from the Agent of the Bremen Factory at Guitta, that the 
Ashantees are comihg there at the invitation of the tribes now settled there. 

5. There are no English subjects at Guitta, but I have given directions for the 
Europeans living there to be received on board the “Vindictive” or any other ship of 
the squadron, should they consider themselves in danger. ; 

6, I have sent the “Fly” to visit Cape Coast Castle, to communicate with the 
Acting Administrator, and to remain there, or at Accra, if actually necessary for the 
protection of those settlements, but I anticipate no danger, particularly if the object of 
the Ashantees is, as surmised, the country to the eastward of the Volta. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





No. 69. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” at Lagos, March 30, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that I proceed to-day to the South Coast, and hope to arrive at Ascension 
about the 26th proximo. 

2. On the 25th instant, the “ Lynx” proceeded to Fernando Po from Whydah, to 
embark the Consul and convey him to the Cameroons River, and on the same day the 
“Lee” left under orders for Spithead, she would call at Grand Drewin to inquire into 
an attack made by some of the natives on the master and the mate of the English 
barque “ Look Out” on the 26th December last, and which has recently been brought 
to my notice. 

3. The “Fly” proceeded on the 26th instant, to Cape Coast Castle to communicate 
with the Acting Administrator, and, if necessary, she would remain for the protection of 
our settlements. 





I have, &c, i 
(Signed) Ww. DO i 
_No. 70. 
; The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 
Sir, Admiralty, May 10, 1869. 


WITH reference to recent correspondence on the subject of the naval force to be 
maintained on the West Coast of Africa, I am commanded .by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, to request that you will represent, to the Earl of Clarendon, that their 
Lordships having already decided to amalgamate that squadron with the Cape of Good 
Hope squadron, are of opinion that the following ships will be sufficient for the purposes 
of the station, viz.:—1 corvette (Commodote’s flag), with 275 men; 1 paddle-wheel 
steamer: commanded .by a Post Captain, and advailable for transport services with 
205 men ; 1 sloop also commanded by a Post Captain with 145 men; 5 gun-vessels with 
355 men; 2 tenders for oil river service, &c., with 80 men ; 3 store ships with 240 men: 
in all 13 ships and about 1,300 men. 

This force will enable arrangements to be made for constant reliefs between the 
Coast and the so that while five men-of-war, at least, will always be upon the © 
Coast, no vessel will remain there above eighteen months at the outside. - 

.| - My Thords will be glad to receive Lord Clarendon’s concurrence before orders are 
. given for'carrying out this arrangement. . era ed i te 
A similar communication has been made to the Colonial Office. — 


et ei  @igned) "” W. G. ROMAINE. 
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No. 71, 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary,to the Admiralty, 


Sir, 


sioners. of the Admiralty, the report of: 
icious. circumstances which induced him 
duplion 


” at Whydah, March 26, 1869. 
me e i 


“ Rattleonake, 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Lords Commis- 


r Knocker, of the “Fly,” of the 
to search the American. ue ‘* Gem,” 


icate of which has already been transmitted to 00 by Commander Knocker. 
2, And, with regard to the. queries contained therein, viz., “‘whether under the 


circumstances stated by the master, a simple 


list of articles taken on board, bearing no 


signature, or only the master’s) is a legal document to produce asa manifest, and renders 
a vessel exempt. from capture,” and “in case of a vessel-changing her colours as the 
‘Gem’ did, whether it would be sufficient reason for detaining her.” 

I, have. acquainted Commander Knocker that I did-not consider the fact.of a vessel 
having articles.on board for which the master produces.no manifest would be in itself 
sufficient to warrant her détention, as on this.coast, vessels must frequently ship cargo at 
eyes where there is.no Custom-house, and consequently where.a regular clearance cannot 


e procured. 


Nor do I consider a vessel’s changing her colours would in itself be sufficient to 


warrant her being sent to a Prize Court. 


But I am of opinion that in either case, if the suspicious circumstance is coupled 
with others which lead to a conclusion that the vessel had been or was to be cancel in 
the Slave Trade, he would be justified in detaining her. 

3. Commander Andrew of the “ Lee” who has recently arrived from Sierra Leone, 
informs me that the “Gem ” is well known there as a legal trader, and I have no doubt 


that such is the case, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 71. 


Commander Knocker to Commodore Dowell. 


« Fly,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 39’'N., Long. 16° 40’ W., 


March 2, 1869. 


Sir, 

” I HAVE the honour to report that at 8°45 this morning, a vessel was reported on 
port bow. I made her out to be a barque on starboard tack standing to the north-west. 
I altered course towards her ; she then seemed to tack and stand eastward. 

At 9°30, the wind being light, | got up steam, and went inchase. At 11:30 I hoisted 
colours and pendant, and at 11:45 she hoisted Portuguese colours (so I made them out, 
and also Navigating Sub-Lieutenant Baird, both of us being willing to make an affidavit 
of the same) at the mizen topmast head. She, however, immediately hauled these down, 


and at 11°55 hoisted American colours at the peak, on which I fired a blank cartridge, 


when she hove to (some of our men also saw the colours hauled down). 
I boarded her in company with Sub-Lieutenant Gray. I told the master he might 
fill his sails, which he did, but ‘soon afterwards it fell calm. She proved to be the “Gem” 


of Salem. 
ratte og akg him my authority I asked 
at first. 


make out, were in due form, but he showed me another 


manifest of goods (without signature), which 
and other places. 

I then returned to the ship for hands 
informed me that he had heard some of the 


his reasons for hoisting Portuguese colours 


is he denied having done. I looked at his papers, which, as far as I could. 


ocument which he called .a 
he stated he had taken in at thePonga, 


to search the vessel, my coxswain having 
crew state that “colours had sold them,’ 


+ On my return I stated it was my intention to make a search; to which he'made no objec»: 
tion, but offered to assist. oe his pea egy aoe &e., ~~ arg shy 
of planking, and nine 40-gallon water some matting, more necessary for 
the aoe: ® These were entered on the paper, which he cailed the manifest, and being a 


trader at ports Isle de Los and other places 
not fe ay peddenkde of Sub-Lidubenant Gray 


where there were no Oustom-houses, could 


and two petty officers, on my asking ing if he | 
had avy complaints to make, or if he wished me to make any entry in his log, or if he had 
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been delayed, he replied in the negative. After rendering two of his crew medical assist- 
ance I proceeded on my course at 2 o’clock.. On the “ search” certificate I entered the 
latitude and longinte by his statement, viz., 10° 30’ north, 15° 30’ west. On my return 
on board I found ours to be 10° 39’ north, 16° 40’ west. 

I would respectfully request to: be informed for future guidance :-— 

1. Whether, under the circumstances stated by the master, a simple list of articles 
taken on board bearing no signature (or only the master’s), is a legal document to 
produce as a manifest, and renders a vessel exempt from capture. 

2. In case of a vessel changing her colours as this ship did, whether it would be 
sufficient reason for —— th 

In my opinion the “ ” had been or was going on the Slave Trade. Unlike 
other merchant-vessels, the ballast was standing, and had a ceiling over it. Yet taking 
all hae into consideration I preferred Jetting her go, and if I erred, to do so on the 
right side. by 

I trust my proceedings will meet. with your approval, 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. KNOCKER. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 71, 


Extract from Boarding-Book. 


(Signed) 
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HUGH H, KNOCKER, Commander. 
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‘SaAOIAO TVAVN WOUd SLUOdTA 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 73 
N 0. %2: 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


eine , “ Rattlesnake,” at Ascension, May 10, 1869. — 
THE Senior Officer in the Bights reports, under date of 17th April, that the Admi- 
nistrator of the Gold Coast had not found it necessary to detain the “ Fly,” which vessel 
had returned to her station, and that he was himself about to visit Accra, to ascertain 
the state of affairs. 

The “ Lynx ” visited the Cameroons River, with the Consul, on the 6th April, for the 

urpose of receiving the fine inflicted on Charley Dido for the outrage committed by his 
Eicwee on the British cutter ‘‘ Marquis.” 

The Consul, having ascertained that the claim made for damage done to the “ Mar- 
quis” was greatly in excess of the amount paid for repairs, made use of the discretionary 
power I had given him, and remitted one-half of the fine imposed. The reduced penalty 
was, after some demur, paid by Dido. , 





‘ No. 73. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond—(Received July 5.). 
Sir, 3 Admiralty, July 3, 1869. 
IN reply to your letter of 26th ultimo, forwarding a letter from the Secretary of the 
West Africa Company, in which he inquires whether the withdrawal of the Consulate 
from the Niger River Districts involves the withdrawal of the protection of a ship of war 
in that river, and stating that the Earl of Clarendon wishes to be informed whether the 
naval arrangements on the West Coast of Africa will admit of a suitable vessel being 
detailed to ascend the river at the proper season. 

I am commanded. by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you 
that the programme of naval arrangements proposed by Commodore Dowell, which was 
communicated to you in Admiralty letter of 23rd March, provides for a vessel being 
employed in the annual Niger Expedition during the months of August and September. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON : 





No. 74. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ** Rattlesnake,” at Simon’s Bay, June 3, 1869. 

IN reply to your letter of the 9th March last, conveying to me the direction 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to report in what manner I propose to 
station the ships under my command, and also the arrangements I have made, would 
suggest for their relief, repair, and provisioning—especially as regards their calling 
at St. Helena, the Cape of Good Hope, or Ascension for these urposes. 

I have the honour to report that I have stationed the ve under my orders, in the 
following manner :— 

“Danw.”—Senior Officer on the Coast (during my absence at the Cape). Head. 
quarters the Bights, to visit the South Coast occasionally. 

“Myrmidon” and “Fly.”=—Cruizing in the Bights, these vessels are available to 
meet any contingency which may arise, either on the Gold Coast or at Sierra Leone, or 
t6 convey the Consul to the Oil Rivers when necessary. 
. Boa ~ slave blockade is raised, one of these three vessels is always to cruise in 

ie 5 {| 

“Lynx.”—Now at Ascension will be employed on the Niger ition, which, 
leaving Lagos early in July, should return in mber, Her crew will then probably 
require change of climate, and I propose to send her to St. Helena for a time. 

“Pioneer ” (tender to esnake).—Stationed in the Lagos Lagoons, will accom- 
‘pany the “Lynx” up the River Niger. - 

+ tt i og District ae “— Petaeer dag na 

“ Pandora,.”—On passage to pe from the South Coast, vid Ascension, will taxe 
the place of the “ Peterel.” : 

Crass A, U 
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“ Peterel.”——Now at the Cape. Will be dispatched to the West Coast on the 
arrival of the “ Pandora,” to relieve the “‘ Myrmidon.” 

The ‘ Myrmidon,” when relieved in the Bights, will be ordered to the Cape, and on 
her arrival, the ‘‘ Pandora” would return to the Coast, and relieve some other cruizer ; 
and I calculate that in this manner each Commander’s command of the Squadron will, in 
rotation, experience the benefit of three or four months’ stay in the healthy climate of the 
Cape, and that it will not be necessary to send them to St. Helena at all for purposes of 
recreation, except in exceptional cases. 

2. Their Lordships are already aware that, to carry out the duties on the United 
Stations of the Cape ‘of Good Hupe and West Coast of Africa, and to provide the neces- 
sary reliefs for the cruizers on the Coast, so as to enable them to have each a turn of 
service on the Cape Station, at least seven vessels will be required, in addition to the flag- 
ship and her tender, and that it is highly desirable that two ships of the sqtiadron should 
be commanded by Post Captains. But as it is desirable that one of the ships stationed at 
the Cape should be capable, in case of emergency, of conveying the wing of a regiment 
from one part of the Colony to another—for which service the vessels usually employed 
on the Coast of Africa are entirely unfitted. I would beg leave to suggest that a paddle 
steamer be stationed at the Cape, in addition to the seven vessels required for ordinary 
duties. I would respectfully recommend that she should be commanded by a Captain, 
who should, if possible, be of some standing, and who would undertake the duties of 
Senior Officer at Simon's Bay, in my absence on the Coast. 

The other Post-ship would probably be a screw-vessel, and would not be of much 
service at the Cape, owing to her want of troop accommodation; and I would therefore 
propose that she should be considered as for duty on the Coast solely, and that she be 
relieved from England at the end of eighteen months. 

Advantage would be taken of the Commodore’s presence on the Coast to detach her 
for a month to St. Helena for recreation, and to recruit the health.of the ship's company. 

The six cruizers (Commander’s command) should remain on the. Station three years ;. 
about six months of which would be spent either at the Cape, or on the passage there and 
back. ; 
3. The Cape to be considered the head-quarters of the Station. No repairs or 
extensive refit to be undertaken elsewhere, Ascension being merely a hospital and coal 
and provision depot. 

4. The vessels. employed on the Coast would be provisioned by the store-ship, from 
the depot at Ascension every three months, or oftener, if necessary. The store-ship 
would on each trip receive for conveyance to Ascension, men requiring hospital treatment, 
and take back all convalescents. 

5. The “Industry” left Ascension on the 10th ultimo, with provisions, to meet the 
wants of the squadron for four months. Immediately on her return to Ascension, she 
will ship a cargo of naval stores for transfer to the Dockyard at Simon’s Bay, whither she 
will be directed to proceed. Having mee the stores, she will be filled up with pro- 
visions, &c., and sent up the Coast to complete the depéts, and return to Ascension to 
await orders. 

I consider that the “Industry” could effect the transport of the whole of the stores: 
which it would be advisable to send to this yard from Ascension, and that it will not be. 
necessary to make any other arrangement. 

6. Until the naval stores at present at Ascension are either expended or removed, 
vessels will complete from thence. ieee ores I shall not propose to maintain any 
depdt, excepting for provisions, clothing, and coals, with a sufficient supply of ground-nut 
oil (which would always be procured on the Coast by the store-ship), to meet the urgent 
demands of passing steam-vesseis. ; 

. 7. With regard to Ascension, I do not consider that any further reduction in the 
Establishment, beyond that already effected and reported in my letter of 9th May; 
could be carried out without materially injuring, if not destroying, the efficiency, 
as a hospital and a victualling and coaling station. But I have expressed my opinion in 
this matter at length in my other letter of this date. 

P I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 
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No. 76. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


4 ; “ Rattlesnake,” in Simon’s Bay, June 12, 1869. 
-“ WITH reference to your letter of the 24th March, and to former correspon- 
dence on the subject of the release of Manuel Vacca, a Congo Chief, who has for 4 
considerable period been detained at Ascension as a prisoner of war, I request you will 
be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, being firmly of 
opinion that the return of this Chief to the Congo would, from the changed state of 
affairs in that river, be perfectly innocuous, I have given directions for him to be sent 
to the senior officer’s ship on the coast, as a prisoner at large, with a view to his being 
landed at the Congo, should the senior officer find on his arrival there, probably 
early in August, that the river is quiet, and that no acts of piracy have been attempted 
recently. f 

The lesson which his three years’ imprisonment has ee Manuel Vacca will, [ 
think, deter him from again resorting to piratical practices, and he fully understands that 
any attempt of the kind would be summarily punished by the destruction of his village by 
Her Majesty’s cruizers. As a precautionary measure, a cruizer will remain in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the river to encourage and protect the legal traders from any aggressive 
act on the part of the natives; but I do not apprehend that her active assistance will be 
requited. 


Sit, 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. DOWELL. 





No. 76. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Admiralty, August 6, 1869. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 4th instant, transmitting copies of correspon- 
dence on the subject of the outrages committed by the Liberian authorities on British 
subjects in the Manna River District on the West Coast of Africa, and the measures to 
be adopted to procure redress from the Liberian Government, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl 
of Clarendon, that Her Majesty's corvette “Sirius,” a Captain’s command, will be ready 
to sail for Sierra Leone early next week, where she could embark the Governor-in-chief 
and convey him to Monrovia. 

My Lords would be glad to receive more definite instructions as to the coercive 
measures to be taken in the event of non-compliance with Sir A. Kennedy’s demands. 

A mail will be dispatched from this country to the West Coast of Africa on the 13th 
instant, so that a communication might be sent to Sir A. Kennedy informing him of the 
proposed arrangements, 


I am, &e, 
(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON, 





No. 77. 
“Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ** Rattlesnake,” in Simon’s Bay, July 3, 1869. 

I PURPOSE rea mea the “Peterel”’ to Sierra Leone on the 5th instant, to act 
in ‘concert with his ea 4 the Governor-General of the West African Settlements, 
and to relieve the cruizer which will probably have been sent there by the senior officer 
in the Bights on receipt of your letter of 24th May, if one had not already been 
detached by him. ; 

Commander Cochrane will be directed to render his Excellency every assistance in 
his power, and to comply with his requisitions when a compliance with them will not 
endanger the safety of the ship under his command. He will be directed to report his 
abe to you from time to time, for their Lordships’ information, in the manner 
authorized by the printed instructions, pages 261 and 262, Article 24, 
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No. 78. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Admiralty, September 2, 1869. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, 
for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, that the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
ships on the West Coast of Africa, in his letter 7th August, reports that the Niger 
Expedition, consisting of the “ Lynx ” and “ Pioneer,” under the command of Commander 
East, of the former vessel, left Lagos on the evening of 21st July, and that a letter had 
since been received from that officer, dated Cape Trotter, River Niger, 24th July, 


reporting the safe passage of the expedition across the bar, and the general good health 
of the ships’ companies. 


I am, &c. 
- (Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON. 





No 79. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Admiralty, September 14, 1869. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, 
for the information of Earl Clarendon, that Commodore Dowell in his letter of the 18th 
July reports that the “Pandora ” left the South Coast on the 20th May, and Ascension 
on the 17th June, and that she brings no news of interest except the report that the 
Portuguese were about to send an expedition up the River Congo to punish the natives 
of some villages situated near Embomma, who had recently fired into a Portuguese 
trading launch, and killed a merchant who was on board. 

2. The Commodore also reports that the “Jaseur” had conveyed Mr. Vredenburg, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner at St. Paul de Loando, to Mossamedes, calling at Lobito, 
Benguela, and Elephant Bay, to collect information in regard to the Slave ‘Trade, which 
from Commander Hotham’s report appears to be aia 

am, &c. 


(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON. 





No. 80. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond. 


Sir, Admiralty, September 29, 1869. 

WITH reference to former correspondence relative to the concentration of Her 
Majesty’s troops on the West Coast of Africa, and the substitution of gun-boats for the 
protection of British settlements, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, a copy of a letter 
from Commodore Dowell, dated the 3rd August, in reply to their Lordships’ directions 
to him to report whether the force which it had been arranged with the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and for the Colonies, would enable him to meet the wishes of the 
Governor-in-chief of the West African Settlements. 

2. My Lords request that you will move Lord Clarendon to state his present opinion 
as to the necessity of sending an annual expedition up the Niger, and also as to the 
discontinuance of the slave blockade of the coast. 

Tam, &c. ’ 
(Signed) JOHN HENRY BRIGGS. 





Inclosure in No, 80. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
“ Rattlesnake,” in Simon’s Bay, August 3, 1869. 


"1 BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th June, 
transmitting for my information copy of a letter from the Colonial Office, and of ite 
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inclosures, relative to the concentration of Her Majesty's troops on the West Coast of 
\frica, and the substitution of gun-boats for the protection of our settlements; also copy 

- of a letter from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to the Foreign Office and 
Colonial Office, specifying the naval force which it has been atranged to maintain on 
the Cape of Good Hope and African station, and conveying to me their Lordships’ 
direction to report whether I could meet the wishes of the Governor-in-chief of the West 
African Settlements with the force proposed. 

2. In reply, [ have the honour to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, 
that the proposed force would enable me to provide for the general duties of the station, 
and admit of the ‘employment of two gun-vessels in the manner indicated in the 
Ses letter, if their Lordships will sanction the entire abolition of the slave 

3. To meet the Governor-in-chief’s wishes, I should propose to station one vessel on 
the northern division of the station, with Sierra Leone as her head-quarters, for the six 
months between December and June, with orders to visit the Gambia at least once during 
that period, and generally to comply, with any requisitions received from the Governor-in- 
chief to convey him to any of the outlying ports. I should be unwilling to keep a vessel 
on this part of the station during the remaining six months of the year, unless actually 
necessary, as the climate at that season is usually very unhealthy, and the numerous 
mail-steamers which ply almost weekly between Sierra Leone and the Bights, would, in 
-all emergency, enable the Governor-in-chief to obtain services of a gun-vessel in fourteen 
days at the furthest, by requisition to the Senior Officer of the Bights Division. 

The other vessel I should station on the Gold Coast, with Cape Coast Castle as her 
head-quarters, to comply with the requisitions of the Administrator. 

It is on this part of the station that the services of the man-of-war would be most 
frequently required for police duties, and for the arrangement of petty disputes and 
quarrels at, and in the neighbourhood of, the several settlements. The climate of the 
Gold Coast is almost invariably eminently unhealthy on shore, and I would, therefore, 
submit that under no circumstances, excepting for the actual protection of life, should 
any portion of the crews of Her Majesty’s ships be called upon for service on shore. 

4. The services to be carried out by these two vessels, on the requisition of the 
Governor-in-chief, or of the Administrator, must almost necessarily be performed under 
steam, as the currents, and light and baffling winds usually experienced on the coast 
would entail great delay in making the passages,—thus, an exceptional consumption of 
coal would be occasioned, and it might be a question for their Lordships’ consideration, 
whether the coal expended in carrying out the requisitions of the Colonial Authorities 
should not be borne by the Colonial Governments. 

5. With reference to the Lagos River and Lagoons, I would respectfully suggest 
that the small vessel stationed there, the “ Picneer,” should be transferred altogether to 
the Colonial Government. The employment of white crews in the Lagoon, when they 
are sometimes for months entirely away from the supervision of the senior-officer, who 
has never time for more than a flying visit to Lagos, cannot fail to be demoralizing to 
them in point of discipline’and efficiency, whilst the pestilential nature of the climate to 
which they are subjected ruins their health and constitution, as is fully exemplified by 
the numerous cases of death and invaliding from the “ Investigator” during the last few 
years. If the “ Pioneer” were attached to the Lagos Government, she would be no 
source of expense to it, but rather the contrary, as when not required for actual service, 
she could be usefully and profitably employed in towing vessels over the bar,—and when 
required, by placing a party of Houssa troops on board in charge of a Colonial Officer, 
she would be rendered perfectly efficient for any service she might be called upon to 

rform. 
wih 6. I consider that the services of the two small tenders for the “ Oil Rivers’ Service,” 
can now be dispensed with, as the gun-vessels of which the squadron under my command 
will be principally composed (“ Lynx” class), are of such light draught as to be able to 
enter nearly all the rivers and I presume that, as the Consulate at Lukoja has been 
abolished, the annual visit of a man-of-war to the upper branches of the Niger will be 
discontinued. 

7. Their Lordships will have observed by my letter of the Srd June 1869, No. 119, 

, the manner in which I he od to station the eight cruizing vessels at my disposal 
supposing that the slave b: e is still to be considered in force. 

Should the blockade be raised—I should station them in the following manner .— 

One corvette (Commodore’s Flag), general duties; 1 paddle-wheel steamer, to be- 
stationed as a rule at the Cape of Good Hope. | sloop, senior- officer on the coast during’ 
the absence of the Commodore, head-quarters, Jellah Coffee? Five nee) for 


> 
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Sierra Leone; | for Gold Coast; 1 for Bights and Oil Rivers; 1 for South Coast (River 
Congo, &c.) ; 1 for Cape of Good Hope, relief: the stations to be changed occasionally 
80 as to admit of each vessel having her fair share of service on all parts of the station, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) | W. DOWELL. 





No. 81. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 4.) 


Sir, Admiralty, October 1, 1869. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit here- 
with, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, a copy of a letter they have this day 
addressed to the Colonial Office, on the subject of the proposed visit to Monrovia by 
Governor Sir A. E. Kennedy, in order to settle the Liberian complications. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN HENRY BRIGGS. 





Iticlosure in No. 81. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Sir,: Admiralty, October 1, 1869. 

’ WITH reference to your letter of the 1st September and to previous correspondence 
on the subject of a ship-of-war being plaeed at the disposal of Governor Sir A. Kennedy 
to proceed to Monrovia, and endeavour to settle the Liberian complications, I am com- 
manded “by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the infor- 
mation of Earl Granville, that they have received intelligence from the West Coast of 
Africa of the “Myrmidon” having proceeded to Sierra Leone from the Bights, on the 
21st May, and of the “ Peterel” having left the Cape of Good Hope in July, for the 
same destination. In addition, the ‘‘Sirius,” which left this country to relieve the 
‘‘Danaé,” was also ordered to Sierra Leone for the support of his Excellency the 
Governor-in-chief of the West African Settlement in obtaining redress from the 
Liberian Government for injuries inflicted on British subjects. 

It now appears that Sir A. Kennedy was compelled to leave the Settlement to 
return to England on urgent private affairs without carrying out the proposed service. 

My Lords need hardly point out the great inconvenience this has occasioned to the 
Naval Squadron on the West Coast of Africa, more especially when the great extent of 
the station is considered and the limited number of cruizers on it; and they trust Lord 
Granville may be pleased to issue instructions that, in future, greater caution may be 
used in making requisitions for Her Majesty’s ships, more particularly at the sickly period 
of the year. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) J: H. BRIGGS. 





No. 82. 
Commander Cochrane to Commodore Dowell. 


Sir, ‘* Peterel,” Sierra Leone, September 20, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s ship “Sirius,” Captain 
D. Miller, arrived at:this port from England on‘the 3rd instant, and that Captain Miller 
had full instructions from home to carry out the claims of our Government on that of 
Liberia. 

In pursuance of instructions received from. him;-I leftSierra Leone for Mourovia on 
the 8th instant, to await his arrival there. ees 

I arrived at Monrovia at 6 a.m. on.the 10th instant, and the “Sirius ”’ at 11.45 am., 
having the Acting Governor, Mr. A. Kendall, and staff‘on board. ~ ; 

The dewends made by our Government were at once sent to the President, and 
after some little time were complied with, and I was ordered to take charge of the 
schooner “Elizabeth” on Monday the 13th: instant; and tooad her with pala oil. and 
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cam wood, which was to be offered in payment with money to complete the value up to 

500/., the same being the first instalment of 3,395, to be, paid by ents of 500I. 

every six months till the sum is cleared off;, E loaded the schooner with palm oil and 

oid wood on the 15th instant, and what was wanted to complete the value of 500/, was 
in specie, 

Her Majesty’s ship “Sirius” left at 6 p.m. on the 14th instant for Sierra Leone, with 
the Acting-Governor; and | proceeded, after loading the schooner, for Sierra Leone, 
anchoring off the Gallinas River to communicate with Prince Manna to ascertain if any 
of the bodies of the four men and Navigating Lieutenant of the,“ Sparrow” had been 
recovered, and if sé where they were buried, with a view to erecting 4 monument to 
their memory, they having been lost while on service by the capsizing of the “ Sparrow’s” 
cutter when sent on a mission to that Prinee. 

Leaving Gallinas on the 18th instant I arrived heré this day, meeting the “Sirius” 
outside, on her way to the Bights. : 

The object for which you despatched this ship from the Cape Station being now 
happily accomplished, and our relief having arrived on the 2Ist August, I have the 
honour to request you will be pleased to authorize me to proceed to England to pay off. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST G. L. COCHRANE. 
No. 83. 


Commander East to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Lyna,” Lagos, September 15, 1869. 

IN compliance with my orders, I have the honour to report to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Comniissioners of the Admiralty, the safe return of the Niger Expe- 
dition to this anchorage at 11 p.m. last night. 

I regret to say that three of the crew of the “Lynx” have died, viz., one stoker, 
one assistant sick-berth attendant, one ward-room officer’s servant, the sickness increasing 
amongst the ship’s company. I proceeded to leave the river on the 1st September, but 
unfortunately got ashore five days, otherwise I should have been out of it a week since. 
My orders permitted me to remain until the 20th instant. : 

I am thankful to say that no more deaths have occurred; and the sick, though 
suffering from debility, are all recovering. 

I arrived at Lukoja on the 7th August, and delivered the despatches from the 
Foreign Office to Lieutenant Dixon, Royal Marine Light Infantry, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Rattlesnake,” Her Majesty’s Acting Consul for the Niger. I was glad to find that he 
had so conducted the affairs of the Consulate as to win the esteem and good-will of all 
the surrounding tribes. Everything was quiet in the river, and I am glad to report that 
there was no necessity in any case for hostile proceedings, though there are one or two | 
tribes in the Delta who require to be looked after. 

’ Trade was improving in the river, the two merchant companies that trade in the river 
having every prospect of a full freight in ivory, oil, &c. 

I had the honour, on the 27th August, at Biddah, to present the sword sent by Her 
Majesty the Queen to King Massaba, Chief of the Nupe Country. He was greatly 
pleased, and desired me to assure Her Majesty how greatly he valued her friendship and 
that of the British Government. He regretted very much the withdrawal of the British 
Gonsulate, but promised to protect all British interests, trade, and missionaries. He 
hoped that he would still continue to be visited by Her Majesty's officers from year to 
year. He received the Expedition with great hospitality, and sent large quantities of live 
stock to the ships. 

The conduct of the officers and men of the Expedition has been very satisfactory, no 
cause of complaint having arisen. ; 

Lieutenant Wiseman, of the “ Pioneer,” has conducted the duties of his ship much to 
my satisfaction, and rendered me much assistance when ashore in taking invalids, stores, 
&c., to Lukoja, and returning, performing this service with much promptitude. 

I have endeavoured to correct the charts of the river as much as time and opportunity 
permitted ; and had I not been obliged to leave in conpanencs of the sickness of the crew 
it‘was my intention to have surveyed parts of the river above Lukoja that very much want 
re-survey, 

The traek-of the “ Lynx” inserted in dotted lines will, I hope, prove useful in future 
expeditions. Mr. Smith, now Sub-Lieutenant, has done the principal part of this work, 
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and would have done more had he not been attacked with sickness. It will be my duty 

cially to bring this officer to the notice of the Commodore for favourable mention to 
their Lordships, he having conned and navigated this vessel, by far the largest that has 
ever ascended the Niger, with great care and judgment. 

The charts, when corrected, will be forwarded from Ascension, with the remarks on 
the navigation of the Niger, to the Hydrographical Department. 

Considering the distance.the “ Lynx” was taken up the river—nearly 400 miles— 
and the uncertainty of the shoals, that are constantly shifting, she touched the ground 
much less than | expected, and. I believe, has not received the slightest damage. 
Certain suggestions that I have to make with reference to future Niger expeditions, I 
deem it more proper to submit first to the Commodore Commanding. 

I offered Lieutenant Dixon, Her Majesty’s Consul, a passage in the “ Lynx” to 
Lagos, but he was unable to wind up the affairs of the Consulate in time. 

I have the honour to forward by this mail specimens of native cloth, sent by King 
Massaba to Her Majesty. 

Her Majesty’s ships ‘‘ Fly,” Acting Commander Hives, and the “ Myrmidon,” Acting 
Commander Alleyne, are here, but neither have any orders for “Lynx.” I shall therefore, 
after coaling at Tellah Coffee, repair to Ascension for the benefit of the health of the 
crew, and to refit the ship. I expect to meet the Commodore there. : 

Trusting that all my proceedings, specially with reference to the measures that were 
taken to prevent the sickness from increasing, will meet with their Lordships’ approval, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. EAST. 


Present State of Health of Her Majesty’s Ships “Lynx” and “ Pioneer.” 


No. of men on sick list (“ Lynx”) .. a i $e ss 16 
: only tit for light duty .. re i - None 
Total number of fever cases that have ocenrred in “ Lynx” during expedition «o 88 
Crew cf the “ Pioncer” have been generaliy healthy, though she has now a few cases of fever 
not of a serions nature. 


Dr. Boyle, Assistant-Surgeon, has paid the most unremitting attention both day 
and night, until himself knocked down by the severity of his duties, 
(Signed) J. W. EAST, 


Inclosure in No, 83. 
Journal of the Niger Expedition. 


“ Tyna,” Lagos, Wednesday, July 21, 1869. 

HAVING received final orders from Captain William Graham, Her Majesty’s ship 
“Danae,” Senior Officer of the ships belonging to the Bights and Southern Division of 
the squadron employed on the West Coast of Africa, I took command of the Niger 
Expedition, 1849. 

7 p.m.—- Weighed under sail, “ Pioneer” in company under sail and steam. 

Midnight.~“ Pioneer” on starboard beam. At the request of the Governor of 
Lagos, and in compliance with my orders, I received on board as passengers, twenty-one 
subjects of King Massaba, for passage to their country; also an Arab, charged with an 
important mission to the chief people at Rann, for opening up trade in Central Africa, by 
the River Niger, and his wife. ; 


Thursday, July 22.—* Pioneer” in company ; latitude 5° 23’ north, 4° 35’ east. 


Friday, July 23,—1 4.4.—Wind falling light, lit fires. 

2 a.M.— Went on under easy steam. 

Daylight.—Stood in for land, 

8 a.m.—Leugana River, north four miles. 

8°30 a.M.— ered new entrance of the Niger: 

9°45 a.m.—Anchored in five fathoms on the Guacing for crossing the bar, and waited 
for flood tide to make. ' 

1 p.m, — Ordered “ Pioneer” to proceed across the bar, and signal least water. 

1 15 p.m.— Weighed and proceeded, crossing the bar in 18 feet water. 
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_ 2:10. p.2—Came to with best bower in 5 fathoms, off the English factory, inside 
Point Trotter; commenced coaling “Pioneer” from the stores of the West African 
Company. Visited mission station Akussa, near Palm Point. | 

Saturday, July 24.—Oponoma, King of Akassa, came on board, gave him his present 
from the Queen; but he was not vey val pleased, saying that England was @ poor 
country not to send him a coat. 
-B.—Old clothes, and old uniforms, would be the very best things to send to these 
people. : 

Employed shifting weights to trim ship. Merchant-steamer “Myrtle” arrived at 
noon, and anchored, drawing 8 feet 4 inches aft. Proceeded in galley with naval 
Sub-Lieutenant Smith, and sounded through Louis Creek, and two miles beyond, least 
water 9 feet ; completed coal to 102 tons on board, and 7 tons in pinnace; weather very 
fine and cool ; crews of both ships in good health. 


Sunday, July 25 —Draught of water aft 9 feet 3 inches, forward 7 feet 9 inches. 

5 30 a.m.—Weighed, “ Pioneer” in company, and merchant-steamer “ Myrtle.” 

630 a.m.—Set through ‘Louis Creek, least water 10} feet. Proceeded at an 
average speed of 90 revolutions to enable “ Pioneer” to keep company. 

10.45.—Stopped off Siambre, and gave present to King, who appeared very well 
pleased. Passed several cultivated spots, and detached huts on both sides. 

Noon.—Stopped off Akedo, and gave present. “ Pioneer” considerably astern; 
asked, “if she was at her utmost speed ;” she answered “ Yes.” We at the time proceed- 
ing at the rate of 54 knots through the water. 

2°45 p.m.—Stopped off Opupurama, and gave present. Natives very friendly, and 
apparently unarmed, merely engaged in tilling the ground to supply their wants, and in 
fishing. 

3°30.—Stopped off Augiama. King came off in great state, dressed in a white and 
green-striped silk dressing-gown, came on board, and seemed to take great interest in 
heavy guns. Some time elapsed before he could be persuaded to leave, after drinking 
nearly half-a-bottle of rum. Observed that these people had two small brass guns, 
mounted in a war canoe. Find that the black man shipped as a kind of pilot and inter- 
preter for the river, is quite useless; and I therefore trust to my own judgment, and that 
of Mr. Smith, Naval Sub-Lieutenant, for pilotage. 

5°0.—Anchored in mid-stream in 5 fathoms, about half-a-mile above Oguburi 
River. ; 

5:15.“ Pioneer” anehored ;tiad Divine Service. 

Number on sick list, 3; ditto, “Pioneer,” none. Coal expended, 1 ton 15 ewt., 
ditto, “Pioneer,” 2 tons 3 cwt. Distance made good, 46 miles. Weather fine and 
cool. 


Monday, July ¥6.—5°i0 a.m.— Weighed, “ Pioneer” following. 

6:-0—Stopped at-Asasi,.and gave present to Chief. Numbers of natives came out on 
the banks to look at us; .but no houses to be seen detached from the large villages at this 
part ofthe river. 

7°15.—Observed merchant-steamer “ Myrtle” on shore between Tuesday Island 
‘and left bank; ordered “Pioneer” to sound passage between Tuesday Island and right 
sbank ; stopped to let “Pioneer” pass ahead; and on going on again, pinnace’s painter 
fouled port screw; stopped and anchored in 5 fathoms. Employed clearing screw. 

815.—* Pioneer” returned, not having found a passage, Lieutenant Wiseman 
reporting that the natives, to the number of 200, came down to the banks of the river, 
armed with bows and arrows and muskets, with evident hostile intentions. 


8'30—Sent “Pioneer” to the assistance of “ Myrtle.” 

10:0—Having cleared screw, weighed, and proceeded to the assistance of “‘ Myrtle ;” 
anchored, and sent hawsers to her; weighed occasionally as found necessary to, assist 
‘« Myrtle,” which vessel was becoming gradually embedded in a bank of sand formed along 
her port side by the action of the stream. ; ; 

4:30 p.m.—After continual heaving got her off, with the loss of our own stream 
anchor, and 18 fathoms of cable, run buoy, and 20 fathoms of buoy rope. Crept for 
stream anchor but unable to find it owing to strong current, and its being probably sunk 
deep in the mud, Banked fires, up all boats, and placed sentries. In consequence: of 
hostile appearance of the natives, I deemed it right to stop and assist this vessel, her 
gee ohne requesting me to do so, he having but two white men on ener 

a: 
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hividelf, Weather fie and cool. Nitinber on s&k list, $; dite, none; codk eXpehded, 
19 eWt. ; ditto, “Pioneer,” 19 éWt.; distance tide good 5 miles. 


. Tuesday, July 27.—6°20 a.m.—Weighed, “Pioneer” in company. This part of the 
ee is very dangerous, the water shoaling very rapidly a short disthiice from the left 


bank. 
7-0—Passed village of Ekebre, 
9°15—Passed Ekole. 
11.0—Passed K petima. 
11-20—Passed ‘Taylor's Creek. 


2'0—Passed several large trading-canoes, place called Paranberi not seen. Village 
opposite large with many canoes fitted with bamboo awnings, current 4 knots; a country 
beautifully and variously wooded; very large cotton trees abounding. 

3°0.—Passed the Gamater villages ; stopped, but no one wonlh come off. Threw a 
piece of Manchester goods into the water; when the people rushed to their canoes, and 
raced for it. As they did also further on when passing the Ruiama villages. 

6 0. —Anchored between Stirling Island and the left bank in 23 fathoms. 

6:20.—“ Pioneer” anchored. Weather continuing’ fine and covl. Number on 
sick list, 1; ditto “Pioneer,” none; coal expended, 1 ton 14 cwt.? ditto “Pioneer,” 
1 ton 19 ewt.; distance made good, 36 miles. 


Wednesday, July 28.—5'30.—Weighed and proceeded, “Pioneer” in company. 
First flight of birds observed, probably parrots. 

7°30.—Stopped and anchored off upper village of Amblama to inquite about a 
krooman, who was left here as a hostage by Her Majesty’s ship “ Investigator” when she 
got ashore at this place in 1867. The people came alongside in canoes, and a few 
ventured on board, I tried to get them to send for their Chief, but directly they were 
told what we wanted, they were much alarmed, and got owt of the ship, some jumping 
overboard, and swimming ashore in their anxiety to get away, thinking we were going to 
exact reprisals. ‘They commenced removing their women, children, and goods, but as I 
had no orders with reference to this matter I weighed and proceeded. These Amblama 
people are the pirates of the river, and levy toll on the canoes of all other tribes passing, 
and do not hesitate to murder and eat their captives. If the trade of this river is to be 
rendered secure, these people should be compelled to engage in lawful trade, or they 
should be dispersed by continually destroying their dwellings and canoes. 

Observed merchant-steamer ‘‘ Myrtle” on shore again, about a mile above these 
villages. Water shoaling very fast. Sent ‘‘ Pioneer” and boats a-head to sound : it was 
close work with us, * quarter less 2,” and the chart in this part of little use. As we 
passed her, “Myrtle ” foated and followed us up the river ; she had been on shore since 
5 o’clock the previous evening. 

10°25.—Observed “ Myrtle’’ on shore again, with union down ; stopped and anchored 
in 34 fathoms, about 2 miles above Amblama. Master of “ Myrtle ” came on board, and 
employed me to help him, as tie lives of himself and crew would not be safe while on 
shore, so close to these hostile people who had surrounded him the previous night, and 
only left him on our approach. Under these circumstances, though unable, in conse. 
quence of the shoalness of the water and rapid current to let either ship return down the 
stream, I sent a cutter with hawser and kroomen of both ships, in charge of Mr. John- 
stone, Sub-Lieutenant of the “Pioneer,” to her assistance, who got her of at 4 p.m. 
Though extremely annoyed at this delay, I felt it impossible to do otherwise. I told 
Captain Croft, of the “Myrtle,” that in future he had better follow us, as I could not 
rw A the expedition any more. The “Myrtle” is drawing 1 foot less water than the 
* Lynx.” Being too late to proceed any further, I remained for the night. No. on sick 
list, 1; ditto, “Pioneer,” none; coal expended, 15 cwt.; ditto, “Pioneer,” 17 cwt.; 
distance made good, 7 miles. 


Thursday, 29th July—6°30 a.m.—Find by mark on the bank that I placed last 
night, that the river rose 3 inches during the night. Trimmed weights on beard, and 
brought vessel to 9 feet 0} inches aft and 8 feet 0 inches forward. 5 


\ 
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5°45 amt+Weighed Pioneer,” and “ Myrtle” following. This part of the river 
does not agree very well with the charts. Piers by very nearly 4 knots. 8 
.T5 s.M.—Passing Agberi, people wearing many tings of ivory on theit legs and 
arms. Upper village large, and the land much more cleared in the rear. ; 
8:0... Passiiig ‘Truro Island, keeping left bank; crossed over where chart shows 
4 fathoms, watet suddenly shoaled to 2 fathoms; ship touched the mud; teversed en- 
gines full speed, sent hands aft; she hung for a minute, when she came off into 
3 fathoms anchored—sent “Pioneer” and boats to sound, 
100. Weighed, backed astern, crossed to right bank in 2} fathoms, 
10°55.—Water shoaling, suddenly anchored in 24 fathoms, sent boats to sound, 
found a bank right across river with only 9 feet on it, sent all hands forward, weighed, 
“went on full speed and cleared bank. 
Noon:Water shoaling suddenly towards left bank, anchored, and sounded. 
1°30 pat.—Sent “ Pioneer ” ahead to sound. 
_ 140.—Weighed and proceeded, carrying 3 fathoms toward right bank, then crossed 
to left, feeling our way. 
2°0.— Passed Wari Creek. 
2°20.— Passed Osodoni, and large plaintain plantations. 
3°10.—Passed Opuninunga. 
4‘15.—Passed Epatani, and crossed to right bank ; river here very like the reaches 
of the Thames. Passed the villages of the Egabo, Adiani, and Olumpa, villages 
themselves not seen, being hidden from sight by the plantations; but their inhabitants 
swarmed through the tall rushes on the banks to look at us. These villages appeared to 
have only one canoe apiece ; natives evidently engaged in cultivating the soil. 
5°45.—Crossed to left bank. 
6°15.—Anchored in 9 fathoms in mid-stream, “ Pioneer” and “ Myrtle” in company 
—weather very fine and cool. Had one smart shower about noon, which lasted a few 
minutes only. 
Number on sick list, 2; ditto, “Pioneer,” none ; coal expended, 1 ton 17 cwt. ; ditto, 
“Pioneer,” 1 ton 18 ewt.; distance run, 21 miles. 


Friday, 30th July.—5°40 a.m.—Weighed and proceeded, “ Pioneer” and “ Myrtle ” 
in company. 

730.—Observed “Myrtle” touch the ground lightly; kept left bank with good 
water, noticed many shoal places, so anchored in 33 fathoms, and sent boats away sound- 
ing for connection of chart. Found channel by left bank, good water until suddenly 
stopped by a bank of sand at mark a. Sent “Pioneer” to sound right bank, proceed on 
to Abo, and anchor. 

9°30.—Weighed, and crossed over to right bank ; found deep water right along to 
the creek near Abo, 34 fathoms least water. 

Noon.-—Anchored off Abo. Had an interview with King and Chiefs, who wished 
very much that the merchant steamers would stop and trade with them, and would be 
very glad if Bishop Crowther would build a church there. But since the burning of 
Mr. Laird’s factory, the African traders have avoided this place. Gave the King and 
principal chiefs presents. 

1:45.—Weighed and proceeded, *‘ Pioneer” in company. 

2°20.—Passed Cedoni, a pretty-looking village at the entrance of a small creek on 
the left bank. Current, 3 knots. 

2°30.—Crossed to Jeft bank. 

3°30.—Crossed to right, 24 fathoms least water. 

5°0.—Abreast of Ogur Village. Kept mid-channel 3 fathoms least water. Exercised 
at five quarters. . 

5°15.- Ship struck on a hidden swag, thought she was ashore, reversed engines, 
found 4} fathoms all round, let go anchor, but weighed again immediately, and went on 
easy, water suddenly shoaled to 14 fathoms, “hard a port,” and found 5 fathoms, 
Soundings being so irregular, though proceeding by proper channel, anchored at 5.30 p.m. 
and remained for the night. 

* Pioncer ” and “ Myrtle” in company. Sent boats away to sound for the correction 
of chart. Fouud a bank with 1 fathom for a considerable distance in mid-channel, where 
the chart gives 4 fathoms, from 6 to 8 fathoms on left bank, and 3 fathoms close to right. 
We anchored just below Embana, The chart up to this time has been, on the whole, 
very correct. Weather fine, nights cool. Number on sick list, 2; ditto, “Pioneer,” 
rrp Coal expended, 1 ton 12 cwt,; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1 ton 12 cwt, Distance run, 

{ es, 


\ 
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Saturday, 31st oh pig fogey to get away until 7:20a.m. Sent “Pioneer” ahead 
to sound, kept left bank for half-a-mile, and then crossed to right. 

8:0—Abreast of Embana, water. oo ae ) 

8°30.—Passing north end of Green Island, chart quite 3 miles vut in this part. 

9°30.—Passed Akra Ugidi, a village on left bank by very large cotton tree, saw some 
very fine bullocks at this place, village dressed with pieces of Manchester goods hung 
from the trees. 

10-30.—Passed opening, not shown in chart, on right bank. Went yp main rigging, 
a saw a large lagoon extending some 4 miles, we were just at the north-east end 
of it. a. new 

Noon.—Anchiored at Osomari, gave small present to principal Chief, no king having 
been elected for some time. 
‘ "casing tian and proceeded, crossing to right bank, found deep water close to 

ank. 

1-30.—Passed Oshutshi, and crossed to left bank, observed the high land of Monte 
Video 500 feet high. ee 

3°0.—Passed Alenso villages. People more decently clothed, mostly wearing 
petticoats. eat tha 

4:10. --‘* Pioneer ” being ahead. and signalling soundings, shoaled to sand’ 6 feet, 
stopped, reversed engines, lightly touched the mud, steered for left bank, where there was 
plenty of water. 

4°50.—Passed to right bank to Ako Village. 

5°40,—Came to in Onitsha Bay in 13 fathoms. 

5°45.—Anchored. |. seat 

On the occasion of our last touching the ‘‘ Pioneer” was keeping too near the centre 
of the stream. The channel marked in chart gives good water, and there is a good 
channel at this part, between the small grass island and the left bank. 

Number on sick list, none. Ditto, ‘‘ Pioneer,” none. Coal expended, 1 ton 19 ewt. 
Ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2 ton-16 cwt. Distance rum by chart;35 miles. 


‘Sunday,'}st August—Had Divine Service. In the afternoon went with Mr. Goodwin, 
Assistant-Paymaster, and visited the school of the Church Missidnary ‘Society, and 
attended Divine Service at the Mission Church, where the Rev. Mr. Taylor, native 
' .elergyman in charge of mission, officiated. There are about 25 children in the school. 
About 50 natives attended service, and were most attentive. The service was performed 
‘in the Eboe language. Had an interview with Mr. Taylor, native missionary, and 
Mr. George, Agent for the African Steamship Company. The former complained of the 
‘annoyances to which the mission was subjected, which I promised to bring +o the notice 
‘of the King. Mr. George mforms mre that trade is improving here, and that he has a 
large quantity of oil ready for shipment when the steamer ‘‘ Thomas Bazley ” arrives... 

Number on sick list, none; ditto, “ Pioneer,” none. 


Monday, 2nd August.—Exercised at general quarters, firing shot and shell at a 
‘target, the native Chief having been previously informed of my intention. By mark 
et on left bank yesterday morning find that river has risen 5} inches in the last 24 
‘hours. 

40 s.m.—Started with several officers of the * Lynx” and “ Pioneer,” and a*party 
‘vf seamen and marines, accompanied by the Agent of the West African Company and the 
‘Rev. M. Taylor, to visit the King of Onitsha. In the interview with the King and his 
Chiefs, which lasted about an hour, after the usual formal compliments I told the King 
that I hoped he and his Chiefs would do alk in their power to encourage trade, which he 
promised to do. I then told him of certain complaints made against his Gevernment by 
the Rev. Mr. Taylor, and Mr. George, Agent for the West African Company, specially 
with reference to the abduction of a young girl who was being brought up by the mission- 
aries. I told him that Her Majesty the Queen took a great interest im these children, and 
that she would be very much displeased to know that one had been taken away. Having 
first consulted with his Chiefs, he said that I had quite taken him by surprise, and that, as 
this was a matter in which the whole town was concerned, he must have some little time 
to consider of and arrange about it. I then told him that I had on board a present for 
him from the Queen, but that I could not give it until I had some satisfactory answer, 
and that therefore I should withhold the present until my return, but if I found the girl 
was restored I should add something to the present. He answered that I “had spoken 
well,” and so the interview ended with the usual formalities. : 

Number on sick list, 1 ; ditto, “ Pioneer,” none, ‘‘Pioneer’’ completed with wood. 
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Tuesday, 8.—Draught of water, 8 feet 11 inches after; 7 feet 11 inches 
formar” Hiver toe the shore 8 inches, ered 
*0-a.a.—-W; 3, “Pioneer” in ¢ ny; current : 
°7-40.—Pas “Human dectnees Les reported to be frequent here. 
8°35.—“ Pioneer astern 1 mile ; burning wood, and a) tly unable to keep steam ; 
reduced speed to enable her to come up. © Water saatealy shoaled from 3} to 1 fathom. 
Stopped, reversed = sent all bei, shot, and deck load aft. ; ship still hung, 5 feet 
on port bow, 24 fathoms astern; stopped engines and sounded, laid out,anchor right 
astern, hove taut and reversed engines. ‘caitis 
, 9°0.—Ship came off into 3 fathoms; anchored and sent boats to sound. ‘ Pioneer” 
came up and anchored, weighed kedge. Ree ars ee 
1°15 p.m.— Weighed, and crossed to left bank, “ Pioneer” sounding right bank ; 
crossed to right tank. “ Pioneer” leading by Long Island, which is certainly not more 
than 1 mile Jong, though:marked 2‘in chart; © . ou . 
2-45,—Abreast of north end of Long Island. : 
3+50:—Abreast of Swan River opening ; river full of shoals. A } 
4-45.—Passing Lake Island passage. - 
* 6-0.—Anchored in 2} fathoms; veered to 36 fathoms 1} mile above Lake-Island ; 
‘« Pioneer” in company. pin ae 
6°30.—Heavy rain, thunder, and lightning. : 
This day's portion of chart incorrect, a the distance between this and Onitsha 
too long. 
wiabe on sick list, 1; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1. Coal expended, 1 ton 18 ewt.; ditto, 
“ Pioneer,” 4 ewt.; wood, ditto, 5 furs. ' Ds 
Distance run, 17 miles. z 
Wednesday, August 4.—Draught of water, 9 ‘feet-aft, "7 feet 11 inches forward. 
Heavy rain, thunder and lightning all night. sa 
6-30 a m.—Sent boats away sounding: landed with Mr. Smith on shoal, which is just 
marked on chart in centre of stream; found it very large, extending fully half way to 
right bank and half a mile in length; discovered the dung of hippopotami. 
8°30.— Weighed and proceeded. 
8°45.—Crossed to right bank at three-quarters of a mile below open ground; crossed 
to village on.left bank. This shoal now extends beyond the village in the centre of the 
river. 
11:0.—Anchored to sound between Durodeno and shoal; very little water every- 
where ; ‘ Pioneer” signalled “‘ Engines disabled.” 
11°45.—*‘ Pioneer” ready ; weighed, and felt our way. 
, 1°15:¥.s.—Anchored off Ada Maga; old Chief came off; gave him present, for 
which he seemed very grateful. ae ee 
1°45.—Weighed and proceeded, “ Pioneer” leading. 
2°30.—Current fully 4} knots. 
2-40.—Abreast of Na. 
3°0,—Crossed to right bank. al 
3°15.—Abreast of Onija, a very neat Mahdmedan village, with some fine trees in the 
vicinity ; huts circular in form. | : moter HF 
_ 4°15.—Passed Oria'market ; peeple picturesquely dressed. The right bank of the 
fies here is very beautiful. For a considerable time along this bank we had only 14 
athoms. 
5-0.—Abreast of River Edo. 
5°50.—Anchored in 3 fathoms off Abigaga. 
6-0.—“ Pioneer ” anchored. 
Number on sick list, 1; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1. Coal expended, | ton 7 ewt.; ditto, 
“* Pioneer,” 19 ewt. ; wood, ditto, 54 furs. Distance run, 17 miles. 


Thursday, August.5, 6-0 a.m.—Weighed, “ Pioneer” in company ; crossed to right 
bank; much deeper water than shown in chart. ees ” 

7°50.—Passed Deepwater Point; crossing over from this, found that water shoaled 
very : 


much, “s .} 
" 8°45.—Orossed to right bank. 
«', 9°0.—Abreast of Abigaga; passed on right bank large number of blasted trees ; 
eurrent ebout 2 knots. 
"+: 10°0.—Passing Sander’s Islands. ; 
I ie adem of upper end of Sander’s Islandg. 
ass A, eee ! 
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Noon.—Stopped off south end of Aska Island to let “ Pioneer ” come up. 
12°25.—Proceeded by inner channel, “ Pioneer ” leading. 
1-0.—Passed village of Aska by large tree. ; 
3°20.—Entering passage below. English Islands, and getting 6 to 7 fathoms ; 
** Pioneer’”’ so slow that we went ahead, 
5°30.—Observed high table-lands in the distance ; water shoaling considerably in the 
bends below Idda ; ‘heavy rain. 
5:0.-—-Observed the cliffs and town of Idda. 
5°40.—Anchored in 6 fathoms off the landing-place at Idda in mid-stream. 
t°0.—“ Pioneer ’’ anchored. ‘ 
Number on sick list, 1; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 1. Coal expended, | ton 10 ewt.; ditto, 
‘** Pioneer,” 1 ton 8 ewt.; wood, ditto, 5} furs. Distance run, 39 miles. 


Friday, August 6, 6°45 a.m— Weighed, “Pioneer” in company; I tried in vain to 

en the Idda people to come off. They said they had not leave from their 
ing. 

70. —Passing the high red cliffs of Idda, all the people collected on the summits to 
see us. 

9°0.— Passed Selina Island ;- the Ultuho Islands are altering considerably ; “« Pionetr” 
steaming very well to-day, but using a great deal of coal. : 

10:30.—Passed Akokim, where Consul Fell was killed. All the people had left the 
villages evidently expecting that we had arrived to punish them. Country now commences 
to be very'rocky in places. 

1:15.— Passed Bird Rock, now about 15 feet out of water. 

2'30.— Passing through Maconichie Channel ; should have gone by the outer passage, 
only “Pioneer” led through, and found barely enough water. 

3°40.—Passed Beaufort Island, and having been prepared by Lieutenant Sandy’s 
journal to be prepared for a hostile attack by the natives, got ready for them, but did not 
perceive a single soul on the island; the natives on the opposite shore appeared friendly 
and unarmed. 

4°30.—Passing Mount Crozier, rocks opposite should be lower down the river. Upper 
Beaufort Island is a great deal smaller than shown in chart. 

5:0.—Observed the confluence of the Niger and Ichadda. 

5'45.—Heavy rain coming on, and it being too late to reach Lukoja to-night, 
anchored nearly abreast of Ghebe ; “ Pioneer”’ in company ; fired a gun to announce our 
arrival to Consul. . 

'_ Number on sick list, 2; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1. Coal expended, 2 tons 5 ewt.; ditto, 

“ Pioneer,” 2 tons 9 cwt.; wood, ditto, 2} furs. Distance run, 89 miles. 


Saturday, August 7, 5-45.—Weighed, “Pioneer” in company. Just above Laird’s 
Factory found rocks and shoals not marked in chart close to right bank. 

7°30.—Passed the Sacrifice Rock. 

8:0.—Anchored off Lukoja. 

8°10.—* Pioneer” anchored ; proceeded to the British Consulate, and delivered to 
Lieutenant Dixon, Royal Marine Light Infantry, Her Majesty's Acting Consul, despatches 
from the Foreign Office, and the mail for Lukoja. 

Number on sitk list, 2; ditto, “Pioneer, 1. Total coal expended since leaving 
Akassa, 17 tons 16 ewt.; ditto, Pioneer,” 17 tons 4 cwt., and 18 furs, wood. Distance 
run, 5 miles. 


Sunday, August 8.—Performed Divine Service. 
Number on sick list, 8; ditto, “ Pioneer ” 2. 


Monday, August 9.—Exercised at general quarters, firing shot and shell at a target ; 
boats away sounding. In the afternoon, I, with a party of officers and men, proceeded 
with the Consul and visited Demaraki, General of Massaba’s army, now encam near 
Lukoja with a force of about 500 men ; ie him present, and told him I hoped he would 
do all in his power to maintain peace and order at Lukoja, which he promised to do. 
Number on sick list, 3; ditto, *‘ Pioneer,” 2. 










exdan, AUQe O: : PULALID Gooals ed g 
Mustered by open list, mustered ship’s company of Her Majesty's ship “ Pic neer.” 

4:0 AK Mamas an armed boat, but rain coming on, recalled them immediately. 
Received a requisition from the Consul to proceed up the River Tchadda to visit an 
‘jmportant trading town called Qumasha. Number on sick list, 7; ditto “ Pioneer,” 2. 
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Wee August 11.—8-0 4.1.—Consul ‘came on board. 
8:15.—Weighed and proceeded for the Tehadda, leaving ‘‘ Pioneer ”’ bebind, she 
hernlngs 90 sone. ceel ie aropertieny and. sequlring Sage een et machinery. 


: - 100. Water snalcaly shoaled from 3 fathoms to 5 feet; run on a bank ; 
reversed engines, ship still remaining aground; stopped and sounded, found 3 fathoms 
alongside at gangways, and 5 feet at the fore chains ; laid out kedge ‘astern, got bower 
~~ anchors into pinnace, and chain cables right aft. 

12°30.—Ship came off without damage, anchored with kedge in 3 fathoms, and 
banked fires. 

3:30.—After soun for passage, weighed and proceeded, crossing to left bank, and 
a mile further up to right 

4:30.—Abreast of Adisso ; the town burnt last year by “Pioneer” and “ Investi- 
gator. ” 

5°30.—Water shoaling; anchored in 3 fathoms near left bank, just above a village 
on an island covered with long grass called “committee;” send boat away tosound. Number 


a sick list, 7; ditto “Pioneer,” 2; coal expended, 1 ton 18 ewt.; distance run 10 
es, 


Thursday, August 12.—5°45 a.m.—Weighed and proceeded. 

6:0.—. Water, suddenly shoaled from 34 fathoms to 6 feet; ship grounded for half 
her length, stopped, reversed engines, finding she would ace move; banked agg laid out 
anchor, and proceeded to lighten her; sent boats away soun to find passag: 

2°30.—Number on sick list, 4; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1; Coat expended, 2 2 2 3 ewt.; 
distance run, 2 miles, 

Note.—The small chart of this river is now almost action’ in consequence of the 
great changes in the shoals and islands since it was last surveyed. 


Friday, August 13.—6°U.— Weighed and proceeded over to right bank, and found 
good water to within 1} miles of the Sander seat range of hills. 

8:10.—Water suddenly shoaling to 8 feet, anchored, and sent boats to sound, 

9°40.—Weighed and proceeded, there being just sufficient water. 

10'15.—Passed Sander Seat, then passed over to north-east end of Woody Island to 
“acy then skirted the edge of shoals formed by islands in the centre to right 
ban 

1:0.—Water suddenly shoaling, stopped, reversed engines; ship, touched the mud 
lightly, but came off immediately ; anchored in 3 fathoms, and not being able to find 
passage to proceed further with safety this afternoon remained for the night. 

Took cutter and proceeded with Consul to the town of Oumasha, about 4 miles 
further up the river. After a long pull against a strong current arrived at the town, 
which is beautifully situated on a hill overlooking the river and surrounding country, 
Being situated so near the Ivory Country, this place would become of great importance if 
trade were protected, but at encom a powerful hostile tribe a few miles further up 
the river prevents any trade from passing down. Visited the King and Chiefs, and 
gave them small present. They were much delighted to see any white men visit their 
town. 

8-0.—Returned to. the ship. Number on sick list, 6; ditto, ‘‘ Pioneer,” 2; coal 
expended, 1 ton 2 ewt. ; 3 distance run, 12 miles. 


Saturday, August 14.—7°0. pet a of the Chiefs and people of Oumasha came on 
board to see the Consul and the ship. 

8:10.—Weighed and went astern, there not being room to turn the ship. Dissected 
down the river towards Lukoj Sg ee speed \ 

9°15—Passed Sander’s 

10°40—Passed Adisso. 

11:30—Passed Gande 

11°65—Anchored off “Lukoja, found Her “— ty’s 54 “ Banner vs all well. 

Number on sick list, none serious; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2 : 


ver u, 8 4 cwt. 
Distance a, 24 miles. 


Sunday, August 15.—Performed Divine Service. 


.. aca ee REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


11:0—Attended an ordination‘at the Mission Church ashore held by Bishop Crowther, 
when three native catechists were ordained. ' : , ae 
Number on sick list, 8; ditto, “Pioneer,” 2. 


nN ‘ Mey C 


--" Monday, A 16.—7°0 a.u.—Departed this life, Geo.:W. Williamson, W, B..0. 
Servant ; ordered the medical officers of the Expedition to inform me in tig wheter 
the fever thit this man died of was of a dangerous nature, and whether it would spread, 
pat so render it advisable for the “Lynx” to leave the river. They reported that it 
as not. 

5°U p.mM.—Sent party ashore to attend the funeral of the deceased, who was buried in 
the churchyard at Lukoja. 

Number on sick list, 5 ; ditto, on “ Pioneer,” 1, 


Tuesday, August 17.—6‘0 a.m.—Consul came on board, weighed, “Pioneer” 
leading, and proceeded for Egga, using wood in the furnaces, having received twenty-one 
cords, on board for trial. 6 eA 

*30—Passed Igivo, then kept centre stream to right bank. 

8:20—Passed Rpakpari, find that we cannot get a greater number of revolutions 
than ninety-two when using wood. ‘The islands and passages about the Yifo Islands are 

“much altered. 

11:10—Passed Adaganishi, a very large village in a group of palm trees. 

11:30—Passed over to right bank between islands. 

12:20—Passed Pambo. 

12°50—Crossed over to left bank. 

2-30—To right bank, avoiding shoal in the bight. 

4-0.—Abreast of Derri, in the Bonnet Mountains. 

' 5°15.—Stopped and anchored of Muya. Sent messenger to King, who was too 
infirm to come off, with a present of velvet. Distance run by chart, forty miles, but I 
think the chart makes: the distance a great deal too’ long. 

Number on sick list, 5; ditto, ““Pioneer,” 1. 

Coal expended (none), wood, 64 furs; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 13 ewt.; wood, 6 furs. 


Wednesday, August 18.—6'0.— Weighed, “ Pioneer” in company. 
8°0.—Abreast of Gori, and crossed to Soko on left bank. 
. 9:40.—Anchored off Budon, sent interpreter to ask King off. I consider the distance 
"between Budon and Muya at least three miles less than noted in the chart. King came 
‘at noon, and I gave him his present, with which he seemed much pleased ; he has always 
“shown great kindness to white men passing his place. 
12°30.—Weighed-and proceeded. 
... .2:30.—Heavy rain and thick, water shoaled in centre, and by right. bank below 
- Abaka ; black pilot says deep water is the other side. Above Abaka the Government 
‘charts supplied to us end, and from this we used charts copied by Naval Lieutenant Smith 
“from private ones obtained‘by. Lieutenant Wiseman, ‘ 
3°30.—Passed ‘Abakn. ae ak ret 
5-15,— Anchored in ‘4-fathoms, half a-niile ‘bélow the narrow channel off Bukinku. 
After leaving Muya, the hills on right bank assume a more varied and undulating 
character, while those'on the left’bank, though lower, are still of the-table-land form. 
Number on sick list, 6; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 1. EE 
Coal expended, 8 cwt.; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 7 cwt., wood, 3 furs. 
Distance run Oe 


Thursday, August 19.—5°45 ».m.-Weighed dnd proceeded, ‘‘ Pioneer ” a-head. 
6 to 7.—Passing through the narrow channel by Bukinku. 
“8°0.—Passed Mount Elphinstone, carrying good water: 
8'50.—Passed Amba. , ‘ 
‘9°30.—Observing ‘‘ Pioneer ” shoal her water below Abaku, crossed to left bank, arid 


: 
‘ 


found — water between Grass*Island ‘and left bank until abreast of Chagidi, when 


abvdpend not being able to turn, reversed engines, and went astern, in doi 
which ship’s head paid off to starboard, and the jibboom was carried away by a seeping 
stump. wiewel Welt 
10-30.—Anchored in 2 fathoms, and sent boats to sound, ordered “Pioneer” ’ to 
anchor as convenient off Egga. ‘I kept left bank close by advice of pilot, who said he had 


passed that way in “ Thomas Bazley ” last.year a month earlier. 
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11-40.—Having found a good passage, weighed and crossed by end of grass island 
to right bank. . This was doubtless the pro ; . 
re Liao quae Wiseman came oa bose | pointed ont the “ Pioneer's” track 

m this point. ; 

1:18 Apdhired in 6 fathoms off creek leading to Bgga. I should think river was 
higher than usual this time of Aral 

Number on sick list, 6; ditto, ‘* Pioneer,” 2. 

‘Coal expended, 1 ton 3cwt.; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 7 cwt.; 24 furs of wood. 

Distance run ; 


Friday, August 20.—2'80.—Having obtained a canoe-man well acquainted with the 
depth of water in the river, weighed and proceeded, “Pioneer” in company. Offered 
Messrs. Lewis and Croft, agents of the merchant steamers, a passage to Biddah, which 
they accepted, and went in ‘‘ Pioneer.” 

4:0.—Abreast of the Ishanchegga river. This was the route by which the party went 
last year by boat, but being informed on all sides that the exposure in boats was extremely 
trying to officers and crews, and Lieutenant Sandys having recommended the Radunia 
route in his journal, I determined to proceed by that river. 

6:10.—Anchored in 4 fathoms in mid-stream. 

Number on sick list, 5 ; ditto, ‘‘ Pioneer,” 2. 

Coal expended, 1 ton; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 9 cwt.; 1 fur of wood. 

Distance run, 10 miles. 


Saturday, 21st August.—1-:0 a.m.—Heavy rain, lasted 3 hours. 

6-0.—Weighed, “ Pioneer” in company. 

6:35.—Passed Momo fishing-village on a grass island near left bank. The inha- 
bitants of this village send their fish to Biddah. 

8'30.—Pessing Laird’s Point, a remarkable bluff forming the end of the Kennell 
range of mountains; river very much changed since chart was made. 

9:0.— Passing island and villages of Toi. 

12:30.—Opened the confluence of the Niger and Radunia. 

12-55.—Anchored in mid-stream in 24 fathoms at the confluence. Sent “ Pioneer” 
to obtain information about the Radunia from the people at Muriji, and, if possible, to 
get a canoe-man who knows the river. 

4:0.—Proceeded with Naval Sub-Lieutenant Smith to sound the entrance of the 
Radunia, and decided that it was unadvisable to take the “ Lynx” up. 

Number on sick list, 5; ditto, “Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 1 ton 7 ewt.; ditto, 
« Pioneer,” 1 ton 10 cwt.; } furs of wood. Distance run, —. 


Sunday, 22nd August.—Bishop Crowther performed Divine Service morning and 
evening ; went in the afternoon and delivered present to Muriji, Admiral of the River, 
who was much pleased, and sent off fresh meat in return, Got pilot from Muriji to take 
“ Pioneer ” up the Radunia. 

Number on sick list, 11 ; ditto, “Pioneer,” 1. 


Monday, 23rd August.—1 a.m.—Departed this life, Wm. J. Jones, stoker. 

Daylight.—Sent the interpreter and kroomen to Muriji to arrange the burial of the 
deceased. Shifted berth in “ Lynx ” to more open spot. 

9:40.—Bishop Crowther having read the burial service, I left in the ‘‘ Pioneer,” and 
proceeded up the Radunia. After clearing the shoals at the entrance, found plenty of 
water. 44 

2:40.—Arrived at the landing-place opposite Ghara, about 13 miles from the mouth 
of the river. King Massaba’s chief slave came off to salute us with large presents of live 
stock and vegetables. 

Number on sick list, 9; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 8 cwt.; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 
1 ton 10 ewt. 


Sea! 

Tuesday, 24th August.—7‘0 a.m.— Went on shore with the Consul to make arrange- 
ments for carriers, d that we cannot ‘start till to-morrow morning, the horses not 
arriving till to-night. Taken unwell with bilious attack. k 

Number on sick list, 7; ditto, “Pioneer,” 3. | 


"Wednesday, 25th August.—Found myself too ill to proceed, and, not wishing todelay = 
the Expedition, ordered Lieutenant Wiseman to present the gifts sent by Her Majesty 
the Gia, Reo . gh eel e 4 


i 


" 
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6:30.—The' y for Biddah left, comprising Consul Dixon, Lieutetiant Wiseman 

Mr. Black, Bab-tdaatonom Mr. Goodwin, Assistant-Paymaste . Bryan, Engineer, 

nee Crowther and ‘sven , and 2 mneachanae ; re as , 
umber on sick list, 6; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2, 


Thursday, 26th August.—Finding myself much better, landed at daylight with m 
coxswain and 7 kroomen, who see. By me in a cot across several Prt the 
coxswain riding the interpreter’s horse. No horse having been left for me, walked half- - 
way to Biddah. 

9'0.—Arrived at the gate of Biddah. 

9°30.—Arrived at the compound allotted to us; found that the presents had not 
been given. 

N oon.—Had an interview with the King, who asked after the health of the Queen, - 
and expressed his delight at seeing white men with hirt again : said he would receive the 
presents the following day. Had a long palaver about his debts to the West African 
Company, all of which he promised to pay. 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Darwall, in accordance with my orders, containing 
a eee account of the state of the ship’s company’s health. 

umber on sick list, 7 ; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. 


t 


Friday, 27th August.—10-0 a.m.—Proceeded to the King’s palace with Consul and 
the different officers of the Expedition, and presented the sword and other presents to the 
King in the name of Her Majesty. , 

He was greatly delighted with the sword. In the evening rode out to see the town. 

Number on sick list, 8; ditto, “Pioneer,” 2. 


Saturday, 28th August.—Noon.—Had an interview with the King, and requested him 
to allow us to leave as soon as possible, as I was very anxious about the health of my 
men. I asked him to let us have horses to go away Monday morning, but he said he 
could not arrange it before Tuesday morning, and then thought our visit was too short 

Number on sick list, 8; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. 


Sunday, 29th August.—Heavy rain during the night and forenoon. 
4 p.m.—Bishop Crosther held Divine Service in our compound. 
4:30.—The King came to salute us. ; 

Number on sick list, 12; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. 


Monday, 30th August—Making arrangements for leaving to-morrow. Had another 
interview with the King, to ask him to assist us to get away very early in the morning. 
Visited the King’s nephew, heir to the throne, and gave him present. 

Number on sick list, 13 ; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. 


Tuesday, 31st August.—After innumerable delays, left Biddah at 10:30, after having: - 
thanked the King for his great kindness and hospitality. 

2:0— Arrived at Dakomba, find that the river has fallen nearly three feet, but is 
again rapidly rising ; had great difficulty in getting through the lagoon in canoes to the 
* Pioneer.” 

4:30.—Left in boat, and arrived on board “ Lynx” at 7 o’clock, having ordered 
Lieutenant Wiseman to bring down the rest of the party on their arrival and the loads. 

Coal expended, “ Pioneer,” 8 cwt. Number on sick list, 16; ditto, “ Pioneer,’ 1. 


Wednesdau, September 1.—8:30. —“ Pioneer” arrived. 

9°30.—Departed this life, John Farrell, Assistant Sick Berth Attendant. 

9°45.—Weighed and proceeded down the river, “ Pioncer” leading. 

Nova —-Anevorgl off Laird’s Point and buried the deceased, Bishop: Orowther 
_ reading the service, - 

3'0—Weighed and proceeded.. 

5°30.-—Anchored off Egga. i \ 

Number on sick list, 16; ditto ‘‘ Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended 1 ton 10 cwt; 
* Pioneer,” 1 ton. Distance run, 41-miles. bet io 
Thursday, September 2.—2 0. p ti.—~Weighed and proceeded down the river, “Pioneer’’ 
$950 About rer aes of a mile below Abuka, “‘ Pioneer ” leading down centre 
‘of stream, signalled two fathoms, and then “less water,” reversed engines fu | speed, byt 
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rar de id aba laid out anchor right astern, hove taut and reversed engines, 
but ship refused to come off. It becoming dark, and being unable, from the strength of 
the current, and the number of men on the sick list, to do more to-night, I considered it 
best to wait for daylight, the ship being kept in her present position by the anchor already 
laid out. The chart for this part of the river shows plenty of water in mid-stream, and 
ae up the river a fortnight before, we passed right over this spot, as far as I can 
judge. ; , 


“ Pioneer,” 14 cwt. Distance run, 18 miles. 


Friday, September’ 3.—5-0.—Got lower anchor out on port quarter, hove taut, got up 
steam, hove on purchases (deck-tackle brought to threefold purchase), and tried to heave 
her up against the stream, using steam, as considered best. ‘Took “Pioneer” and got 
port bower out on port bow, hove on purchases, but ship would not move, Belayed 
everything; employed coaling “Pioneer ;” getting out shot and shell ; kept working till 
dark ; hove again on all purchases to prevent ship settling more towards the bank; men 
being completely fagged stopped working ; blew out boilers. 

A Soxihes on sick list, 22; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 1 ton, 16 cwt.;. ditto, 
Pioneer,” 8 cwt. 


Saturday, September 4.—Daylight.—Sounded all round the ship ; employed getting 
coal, shot and’shell out ; found water had deepened astern ; plenty of water all along the 
port side, but the starboard side the sand keeps silting up; shifted port-bower anchor 
atid cable right astern in ten feet water; got up steam in midship and port boilers; hove 
on cables, using steam as requisite; moved ship up a little; kept heaving till after dark, 
then stopped, men being completely fagged. The Bishop informs me that as the river 
rises the sand will wash away suddenly. 

Number on sick list, 28; ditto, “Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 1 ton; ditto, 
‘¢Pioneer,” 7 cwt. 


' Sunday, September 5.—Da light.— Got all powder out, and five tons of coal, and put : 


intopinnace ; shifted stream chain from port quarter to port bow, then hove alternately 
on each purchase to move ship off the bank, using steam, as considered best ; moved ship’s 
head nearly five points up the stream ; belayed everythink, men, being quite worn out ; 
blew boilers out: ship kept driving her stern against the sand during the night, and her 
head consequently came further up the stream, soI trust that aé the ship is lightened, and; 
we continue to heave on the purchases, she will float. ae 

Number on sick list, 21; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 1 ton 15 cwt ; ditto, 
“ Pioneer,” 6 cwt. 


Monday, September 6.—Daylight.—Commenced getting up coal and throwing it over- 
board into deep water to leeward, there being no dry ground near enough to land it on. 
Sent “Pioneer ’ with worst cases of sick, shot and powder, and a quantity of coal, in- 
pinnace, to Lukuja, Consul proceeding in her to Budon to get canoes to assist in dis- 
charging, and whatever other help-was available. Men continue to get-knocked up, and 
are obliged:to lie down for a times’ Sent up to Egga to request the Commander of the 
“Myrtle ” steamer to let me have his big. boat. Threw overboard 21 tons of coal from 
forepart of bunkers, shifted best bower cable from port quarter to port bow, and stream 
cable to starboard bow, hove taut, and at dark secured for the night. 

Number on sick list, 20; ditto, ‘‘ Pioneer,” 1.' Coal expended, ‘ Pioneer,” 16 cwt. 


Tuesday, September 7.—Daylight.--Commenced arranging purchases, and hove in on 


stream cable. — 4. Site 
9:0.—Bar boat of West African Company with ten kroomen: arrived from’Egga; 


. kept heaving on purchases ; got ship’s head up the stream, and hove her whead, the oc 


pores: Pace a han her... ae sea rake nets: 
691001 loyed weighing anchors, preparing down ver. 
12°0.— Lit fire in all belles ciara 3 ef CRE Ege SARE AG ei ty sea 
Ser Uecees Hae Sefoors hin “sie” nl bali aad ie 
"30,—- Observed jesty’s ship “ Pioneer” returning } 3 orde 
to take station ahead, aa phe oe " sara a iar Cea Aas 


soy te, 








vn 





Number on sick list, 19; ditto, “ Pioneer,” 2. de 
“Pioneer,” 2 tons, , Distance run, 14 miles. ; Ct paths Mier 
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Number on sick list, 21; ditto, “Pioneer,” 2. Coal expended, 1 ton; ditto 
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\ Wednesday, 8th September—6-15 a.m.—Weighed and proceeded, “ Pioneer ” in 


6°30.—Passed Muya. ’ 

10°80.—Anchored at Lukaja. Found that the sick, whom the Consul had kindly 
lodged at the Consulate, were improving. Employed getting on board powder, shot, 
shell, sails; &c., and preparing to go down the river. 

Number on sick list, 18; ditto, Pioneer,” 3. Coal expended, 1 ton 10 ewt.; ditto, 
‘‘ Pioneer” 15 cwt. Distance run, 44 miles. 


Thursday, 9th September.—6°30.—Got the sick on board. Offered Lieut. Dixon, 
ase British Majesty's Consul, a passage to Lagos, but he declined, not being able to 
eave. ‘ 

-7-20.—Weighéd and proceeded down the river, “ Pioneer” leading. 

9°20.—Passed Beaufort Island. 

10°20.—Passed the Bird Rock. I should say the river had risen quite 10 feet. 

11°35.— Passed Akakim. 

1:0.— Passing Idda. 

1:56. —Heavy rain and thick. Anchored below Idda. 

1:45.—Weighed and proceeded through the inner channel by left bank, plenty of 
water, Current, 3 to 34 knots. 

4:0.—Passing Lander’s Island. 
tas ween rain, too thick to proceed. Anchored off lower end of Lander’s 

nd. 

Number on sick list, 17; ditto, “Pioneer,” 3. Coal expended, 1 ton 18 ewt.; ditto, 
“Pioneer,” ] ton 2 cwt. Distance run, 78 miles. : 

- Friday, 10th September.—6:0.—Weighed and proceeded. 

8°20.—“ Pioneer ” signalizing * little water,” anchored in 2 fathoms, and sounded. 

8:50.—Weighed and proceeded. This shoal must have formed lately, as we saw 
nothing of it going up. 

12°10 —Anchored at Onitsha. Communicated with the Company's Agent, requesting 
him to give a message to the King, relative te the presents which will be delivered by 
the Oonsul. 

2‘0.—Weighed and proceeded down the river. 

5:0.—Passed Osomari. 

5-30.—Anchored off Ayra Ugidi. Weather very wet and thick. 

Number on sick list, 13; ditto, “Pioneer,” 3. Coal expended, 2 tons 8 ewt.; ditto, 
“ Pioneer,” 1 ton 7 cwt. Distance run, 73 miles. 


Saturday, 11th September.—6°15 a.m— Weighed and proceeded. 

8:0.—Passing Abo. 

11°30,—Passed Ambluma, Heavy rain and thick all day. 

4:0.—Passed Asasi. 

4:50.—Passed Anyiama. 

5:30.— Anchored at the junction of Bassu Creek. Fired a gun to enforce signal to 
“ Pioneer,” which, however, she did not hear, owing to the density of the atmosphere. 

Number on sick list, 13; ditto, ‘‘ Pioneer,” 3. Coal expended, 3 tons 2 ewt.; ditto; 
“Pioneer,” 3 tons. Distance run, 105 miles, 


_ Sunday, 12th September.—5:30 a.m.—Dense fog, could not see either bank of 
river. 
6°15.—Clearing a little. Weighed and proceeded. - 
7°0.—Passed Her Majesty's ship “Pioneer,” at anchor. Ordered her to weigh. 
8:0.— Passed Siambro. 
9°15.—Passed Louis Creek. Least water a Ro t. : 
10°15.—Anchored at Akussu. Employed coaling and preparing for sea. 
Number on sick list, 11; ditto, “Pioneer,” 3. Coal expended, 1 ton 4 cwt.; ditto, 
“ Pioneer,” 15 cwt. Distance run, 31 miles. — , ah 


Monday, 13th September.—W eighed and proceeded across the Nun Bar in 2} fathoms. 

Bar very TG de enarncct tei, ones oe ee ee te 
Q to “Pioneer ”—*In case of separation, rendezvous Lagos.” ~ 

sl a course for 8. wa 

ight.—* Pioneer ”’ in company. 


\ 
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Tuesday, 14th Septerkber—Noon—Lagos N. 50, W. 66 miles. “Pioneer ” in 
com 


‘6 ‘ 
130 p.m.-—Observed the land on starboard beam. 
MiP Anohued telnga Roca a i and “ Myrmid 
15.— 8 Her Majesty's ships “ Fly” * Myrmidon ” 
at anchor, neither of which, however, have any um me. ed 


Wednesday, 15th September—Gave up command of the ‘Niger Expedition. Fired 
gun for a, pilot for ‘‘ Pioneer.” . me se 
(Signed) J. W. B 
- Comm 


ander in command of the 
Nijzer Expedition, 1869. 





No. 84. 
Captain Lethbridge to'Viée-‘Adiiiral Sir J. Hope. 


“ Simoom,” at Sea, Lat. 42° 38’ N., Long. 9° 19’ W., 
Ete as November 9, 1869. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 16th ultimo, stating that I found on my arrival 
at Ascension, Her Majesty’s ship “Lynx” at anchor in the roadstead, I have further to 
state that nearly all the officers and a great portion of the crew were on shore at the 
hospital, suffering from fever caught whilst up the Niger, but, with the exception of the 
death of three of the crew before quitting the river, no further deaths had taken place. 
There were, however, I am sorry to say, three men dangerously ill when this ship left, 
otherwise the health of the officers and ship’s company was fast improving. 

2. At the request of Commander J. W. East, I visited the “ Lynx,” and found her 
very clean throughout ; the bilges fore and aft and under the engines were particularly 
so. In making this report I trust their Lordships will in no way consider that I exceeded 
my duty in visiting a ship under orders of the Senior Officer on the station. 

3. Her Majesty’s ship “ Lynx ” arrived at Ascension on the 4th ultimo. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) T. B LETHBRIDGE. 


Sir, 


N.B.—Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Myrmidon ” arrived at Ascension on the morning of the 
19th ultimo en route to the Cape-from the Coast of Africa. 





No. 85. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir F. Rogers. 


Sir, Admiralty, Novernder 15, 1869. 

I AM commanded:by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for 
the information of Earl Granville, that,in accordance.with the suggestions made in your 
letters of the 9th and 30th October last, a Conference was held.at the Admiralty on 
the 8th instant, which was attended ‘by Sir A. Kennedy, the Governor-in-chief of the 
West African Settlements on the part of the Colonial Office, by gentlemen. representing 
the Foreign and War ‘Departments, and hy Captain Wilmot, R.N., formerly employed as 
Commodore on the West Coast of Africa. 

2, At this Conference it was agreed that the naval force at present employed on the 
West Coast of Africa, viz., five cruizers and a small vessel for river service, besides 
stationary end store ships, was.suffieient for the protection of legitimate trade, and for 
the maintenance of a certain supervision on the coast, not amounting to a blockade, to - 
prevent the revival of Slave Trade. ! ‘ 

3. That two of the five above-mentioned cruizers should be stationed between 
Gambia and Lagos (one of them making Sierra Leone her head-quarters for the six 
healthy months), with instructions to their commanding officers to attend to any requisition 
they may receive from the Governor at Sierra Leone for their co-op 


‘service, it beiiig clearly understood that the craizers, which are not = 


adapted for troop service, are not at any time to be required to convey more than 50, 
troops, and that number not beyond any distance which could be reached in twelve 
hours’ PPT Pa by day, and that the officers and crews of the cruizers aes under 
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— circumstances, to be landed for service on shore, except for the actual protection of 
e. 

4. That in any operation to be undertaken ‘requiring that a larger number of tr 
should be embarked for a longer buried than Ah hours, the Governor would ender 
take to convey them either in the Coloni steamer to be attached to the Colony, or find 
passage for them in a hired or mail-steamer, at the expense of the Colony. 

5. That the expense for coal expended by cruizers whilst conveying troops for the 
limited period above-mentiened shall be borne by the Colonial Governments, and that 
the same rule should be observed on any occasion of a cruiser proceeding for the seat of 
a Colonial Government to carry out the requisitions of the local, authorities there. 

6. With regard to the service of conveying the Consul at Fernando Po on his visits 
to the Oil Rivers, it was agreed that this should be performed by a cruizer. which might 
be temporarily fitted for his accommodation at an expense not to exceed 15/. per annum, 
the fittings to be retained at Fernando Po in charge of the Consul, to be used by the 
cruizers from time to time employed on this service. This was thought preferable to 
employing a special vessel for this service, although the Foreign Office, in their letter of 
26t dot, 1866, proposed to apply to the Treasury to sanction the expenditure necessary 
for the construction or purchase of such a vessel 

7. The proposal of Sir A. Kennedy that the officers and men of thé two cruizers 
should be given a Jolonial allowance was not gone into; but my Lords are inclined to 
adhere to the decision come to by the Government in 1862 with regard to the Australian 
Colonies, and not to sanction such a measure. 

8. My Lords concur generally in the views of the officers who met in conference; 
but, before giving final orders as to the details of these arrangements, they propose to 
communicate them to Commodore Dowell, authorizing him to act upon them if he sees no 
objection. “With this reservation, they see no objection to the necessary consequent 
measures being taken by the other Departments concerned. 

9. My Lords, in conclusion, have only to draw Lord Granville’s attention to the 
expediency of having the vessel building for the Colony of Sierra Leone fitted for the 
accommodation of troops. 


Iam, &c. , 
(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON. 





No. 86. 
Commodore Dowell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” in Simon’s Bay, November 8, 1869. 

A STATEMENT having appeared in one of the local papers (the “Cape Standard 
and Mail’) to-the effect that one of Her Majesty’s ships employed in the Mozambique 
Channel has been engaged in the Slave Trade, I forward the paper containing the report 
for their Lordships’ information, in case they may consider it advisable to have the matter 
investigated. ; 

2. The statement is said to have been made by officers belonging to the, Portuguese 
corvette “Infanta Don Juan,” recently in Table Bay, en route to Lisbon from the 
Mozambique ; but I considered it so ridiculous and improbable that I should not have 
noticed it had I not heard from Mr. Layard, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Cape Town, 
that he had mentioned it in his correspondence with the Foreign Office. 

8. The “Infanta Don Juan” had sailed for St. Paul de Loanda and Lisbon before 
the report a : 

4. The English man-of-war referred to is the “ Daphne.” 

I have, &c. 
Signed) JOHN DOWELL. 
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH MIXED COMMISSION 
COURTS. : 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 





No. 87. 


™ Commissioner Layard to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord. Cape Town, January 4, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordships that no case has been adjudicated 
by these Mixed Courts during the half-year ending Deckenbia $1, 1868. 
; I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 88. 


6 Commissioner Layard to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 4, 1869. 

IN pursuance of instructions given to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, in the Earl of 
Aberdeen’s despatch No. 2 of February 28, 1842, by which they were directed at 
the close of each year to transmit a detailed Report of the judicial proceedings of this 
mixed Commission, I have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been 
brought before the Court during the year 1868. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E, L. LAYARD. 





No. 89. 
Commissioner Layard to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 8.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 4, 1869. 
WITH reference to instructions given to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, to transmit 
to the Foreign Office a certified copy of the register of emancipated slaves emancipated 
by decree of this mixed Commission, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that 
no vessel with slaves on board has been brought before me during the year ending 
December 31, 1868. i We 
» Thave, &c 


(Signed) | E. L. LAYARD, 





hy 
P 
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No. 90. 
rie a Commissioner Layard to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 8.) 
o. 6. 


My Lord, : : Cape Town, February 4, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the Mixed 
Commission of which I am a member, in compliance with the provisions of Article XI of 
Annex B to the Treaty of July 8, 1842, between Great ‘Britain and Portngal for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating : 

First. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication. 

Second. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

Third. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical educa- 
tion of the liberated negroes. 

T have also the honour to inform your Lordship that my Portuguese colleagues are 
about to transmit a duplicate original of this ‘Report to the Government of Most 
Faithful Majesty. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) E. L. LAYARD. 


Inclosure in No. 90. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the Srd 
July, 1842, between Great Britain and ie: for the Suppression of the Traffic in 
Slaves, by which it is stipulated that the Mixed Commissions shall transmit annually to 
each Government a Report, relating :— 

First. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication ; 

Second. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

Third. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treat- 
ment and the progress made in the religious and mechanical education of ‘the liberated 
negroes ; 

on The undersigned members of the Mixed:Commission established at the Cape of 
Good Hope have the honour to report to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and 
to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, that no case has been brought before 
them for adjudication during the year ending December 31, 1868, and that no negroes 
have been emancipated by decree of this Mixed Commission Court since its establish- 
ment. 

(Signed) ‘E. L. LAYARD, A. DUPRAT, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner. ELDUARDO &. DE CARVALHO,. 
H. MALLET, Registrar. 
Mized British and Portuguese Commission, 
Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, December 31, 1868. 





No. 9t. 
Commissioner Layard to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 8.) 
o. 7. 
fr a, Cape Town, January 4, 1869. 
I HAVE ‘the honour to report to:your Lordship that no slaves'have been emanci- 


pated by sentence of this Mixed British and United States Court-of Justice during the 
year oiling December 31, 1868. ae 
‘have, 


. 7] ‘&e. : 
(Signed) E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 92. 
= Commissioner Layard to the Barl of Clarendon.—(Received July 7.) 
My Town, May 31, 1869. 


Lord, Cape 
af AT a special meeting of the Mixed British and P: ese Court of Justice, held on 
the 18th instant, my Portuguese colleague communicated to me a decree of His Most 
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allied sty the King of Portugal, relative to the abolition of slavery, published on 
"I forward a ,copy.pf the Minute of the Conrt,.a similar copy being given to the 
Compondar Dupin hi Pees Oe Cee Ser ieee 


the Decree to his th 
I OT eerie hie hit toe oe of the Decree to his Excellency the 





‘Gonemnar mor < ‘in the Government Gazette, herewith 
inclosed. mi 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EB. L. LAYARD. 





Inclosure in No. 92. 
Minute of the Session of the Mixed Commission Court. 





Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, May 18, 1869. 


Present : 


E, L. Layard, Esq. The Commander Duprat. 
E. A. De Carvalho, Esq. 


H. Mallet, Esq., Registrar. 


MINUTE of the last Session read and confirmed. 


The Portuguese Commissioner, the Commander Duprat, this. day communicated to 
the Court, a despatch containing a decree dated “ Palace, February 26, 1869,” of His 
Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal, ig ogy waver throughout the whole 
of His Most Faithful Majesty’s dominions from the day of the promulgation of the 
decree. 

The British Commissioner desires to record his gratification at the communication 
made by his colleague the Portuguese Commissioner. 





(Signed) H. MABLET, Registrar. 
No.. 93. 
Commissioner Layard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 7.) 
(No. 11.) . 
My Lord, Mixed Commission Chambers, Cape Town, July 1, 1869. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that no case has been brought before 
these Mixed Courts of Justice for adjudication during the half-year ending June 30, 
1869. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 94. 
Commissioner Layard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 7.) 


No. 12. 
My io Cape, Town, July 25, 1869. 
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the following particulars 
to a dhow condemned in the Court of Vice Admiralty of this sag the 21st instant, 
as a good prize to Her Majesty’s ship “ Petrel,” Commander the Honourable H. E, G. 


From the affidavits filed in the case, it a that on the 11th February last, 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Petrel” being in latitude 12° 55’ south, and 41° 51’ east, and about 
td aero pees daylight 0 dhow was seen : to the rites gy 
sn intercepted about 9 o'clock C Cochrane sent Li t t 
ascertain her character. — ee ! a 
Crass A. 2.0 
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f Upon deity ‘searched ‘she’ was found to'have Arab’ colouts; bat nv'papers; and to' ‘be 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade. She had a crew of seventeen persons (Arabs), and 
eleven passengers, ajiparently ‘natives of Zajizibat. °°TW'ofthe crew, who had been inter- 

on board some of Hef Majesty’s ships;stated that she had no papers, and ‘was 
intended to take in a cargo of slaves. mF 
Baas | addition to the slave fittings, 500 kégs'6f funpowder!’3 or 4 bales of common 
trade cloth, ‘anda few beads were found; “and ‘stowed away under this cargo sevéral large 
wooden vessels, and a number of earthern pannikins such as slaves are fed out of. 

, Commander Cochrane then seized the vessel as engaged in the Slave Trade, and, 
being unfit for a woyege to the Cape of Good Hope, destroyed her, having first caused 
her to be measured, and found her to be of the burden of 107 tons. 

The passengers and crew were taken on board the “ Petrel,” and afterwards forwarded 
to Zanzibar at their own request. The gunpowder and bales also were taken on board, 
and landed in this Colony to abide the judgment of this Court. 

’ "ts I have; &c. 
(Signed) E. L, LAYARD. 





No. 98; 


Commissioner Layard to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received October 11.) 


(No. 14. 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 2, 1869. 

AT a special meeting of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission held this 
day, the Commander Duprat, His Most Faithful ‘Majesty’s Commissioner, reported that 
the Portuguese Arbitrator, Senhor de Carvalho, had been ordered: by his Government to 
return to Portugal. ' ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) , E..L. LAYARD. 





No. 96. 


Commissioner Layard to the Earl of Clarendon:—(Received November 10.) 


So 15 
y Lord, Cape Town, September 30, 1869. 

DURING the year which has elapsed since T last had the honour to make my Report 
on the state of the Slave Trade within the limits of this Coumission, no case of slavery 
has come under my notice, or been brought for adjudication in the Mixed British and 
Portuguese, and Mixed British and United States’ Courts. 

The British men-of-war attached to this station have not been cruizing as:in past 
years, in the active pursuit of slaving vessels, but a dhow said to have been equipped. for 
the Slave Trade, and freighted with 500 barrels of gunpowder, was captured by Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Petrel,” Commander the Hon. E. L. Cochrane, in one of her visits to the 
East Coast, in latitude 12° 55’ south, and longitude 40° 51’ east. She was condemned in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court, as I have already reported to your Lordship in my despatch 
No. 12 of the 25th July last. 

1 still continue to receive accounts of slavery being carried on in the Transvaal 
Republic, where the life, liberty, and property of a native is apparently looked upon 
entirely at the disposal of any white man who chooses to appropriate it, , 

ave, &e. ; 
(Signed) E. L. LAYARD.. 


No. 97. " Pe sees 623 ub wed 
Commissioner Layard to the Kart of Clarendon.—(Received December 13.):00 
(No. 16.) . | se aig ik tgukanaeratas 
My Lord. | Cape Town, November 2, 1869... 


I HAVE the honour..to tranamit herewith, for your Lordship’s perusal, a statement 
Which has appeared in one of the Colonial newspapers, the “ Standard,and. Mail,” which, 
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your Lordship will perceivé, has emanated from some officers’ on board the Portuguese 
man-of-war, the “Infanta Don Juan.” 

__ As. the charges therein contained so directly affect the honour of officers in Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and through them the British name, your Lordship may, 
perbaps, see fit to take such notice of them as will prevent a repetition of similar 
calumnies, for such I fully believe them to be. , 

: br name of the vessel,~of ‘which no secret is made, is Her Majesty’s ship 
“ ap ne,” 


. Thave,&e. 
(Signed). E. L. LAYARD. 
. ‘ 
Inclosure in No. 97. . 


Extract from the “ Standard and Mail” of October 12, 1869: 


Tae MozamBique.—SINCE our last issue, we have had a good deal of conversation 


with the Portuguese officers belonging to the “ Infanta Don Juan,” and they tell us some-- 
queer stories regarding affairs at the Mozambique. The Portuguese turn the tables on. 
us regarding South African slave-dealing, and chaff us very considerably about their 


- 


“ winking ” at what Mrs. Beecher Stowe would call “ trafficking in human flesh and blood.” © 


They say that we do something more than wink, and they who are going to leave in the 
“Infanta Don Juan ” to-morrow morning take home with them the following remarkableé 
story. 

They say: that the Commander of a British man-of-war (they make no secret of the 
name), which has been cruizing between the Mozambique and Seychelles, has heen. dis- 
covered to have carried off a lot of “ niggers” on several occasions—three times distinetly 
known. The first time the story was circulated about, and the masters of the men found 
missing made a great row about it. The ship returned, and the Commander in her. The 
Commander braved it out, and after lying at the anchorage some time, was found to have 
gone off again, and again a lot of valuable dusky servants disappeared. The Governor 


was in a towering rage, and vowed all sorts of things. The man-of-war returned again, 


and a sharp look-out was kept by the Governor and the Portuguese Commodore. Our 
informant. who was on board the Commodore’s ship, says that one morning intelligence 
was brought on board the ship of the Commodore that there were a lot of niggers on 
board the British man-of-war lying close by, and he and the Commodore went together on 
board the ship and told the British Commander what was said, asking him at the same 
time if it was true. The Commander received them with great civility, and said, “‘ Oh 
dear, no.” There was not a black man on board, he assured them. The Commodore said 
perhaps there might be niggers on board, either with the cognizance of other persons who 
concealed it from the Commander, or they might have come themselves. Would he, the 
Commodore asked, make inquiries of his officers? The Commander said there was no 
occasion, that they could not be there, but to satisfy the Commodore he would ask. He 
did so, The officers came forward, and said that.there was not a darkie on board the ship. 
The Commodore and his informant thanked the Commander and his officers for their 
courtesy, and went back to their own ship, quite satisfied that they had been misinformed. 
The next morning two niggers jumped over the side, ofthe British man-of-war, swam to 
the Commodore's ship, and said that there were twelve others besides themselves who had 
been decoyed off from the shore. The Commodore put off in his boat, and on his comin 
alongside, nigger after nigger jumped off the taffrail of the man-of-war into the sea, an 
were picked up and saved. ‘The Commodore after this ‘pushed on for the shore, and waited 
upon the Governor; but before anything could be done the Commander of the British 
man-of-war had weighed anchor and was off to sea again ‘The captured niggers say that 
they were selling fruit and small wares of various kinds along the sides of the jetty, and 
that the Commander came along and asked them how they sold their oranges, &c. They 
told him, and he said, ‘ Then come and sell them to us on board.’ He called to the men 
in his whaleboat, took the unsuspecting fellows in, told them to sit in the bottom of the 
bdat, and then threw some over Bey When they arrived on board they were shown 
into the coal-bunkers and locked in, How they made their escape we are not informed. 
We give the story exactly asitcomestous, = 4 f 
he difficulty of getting letters from Europe is now very great. ‘The mails come to 
Seychelles, and are kept about sometimes for months. One part of the work of the steamer, 
ig he 8 occ el now the “ Quilimane,” will be to make regular trips to Seychelles 
or mails, ; ( : ; nt { 
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of bi iscovered that India is the best. t for ivory. 
was eS ene leet ip eet vb 





No..98. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Layard: 


(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1869. 

I HAVE to inform you that, in consequence of the suppression of the Slave Trade 
on the West Coast of Africa, Her Majesty’s Government have entered into negotiations 
with the United States and Portugal to do away with the Mixed Commission Courts 
established by the three Powers at the Cape of Good Hope, Loanda, and New York, and 
that whem:these arrangements are completed it will be unnecessary any longer to maintain 
the staff attached to those Courts. 

I am in communication with the Treasury respecting the compensation allowances 
which must necessarily be granted to the various officers who will unavoidably lose their 
appointments, and a further communication will be made to you when this question is 
settled ; but in the meantime I think it right to give you and the officers attached to your 
Court timely notice of the proposed measure, which will take effect as soon as the necessary 
preliminary arrangements can be completed. 

I desire, in conclusion, to express my entire approval of the manner in which the 
duties of your Court have been conducted, and my regret at the termination of your 
connection with my Department. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Bc ors. i C101) 


_ HAVANA. 
No. 99. 
Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received February 1.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord Havana, January |, 1869. 


IN obedience to the Act 6 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such returns to be made on 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





_No. 100. 


Acting Commissary Judge Crowford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Havana, January 9, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour of reporting to your Lordship that General Dulce arrived here 
from Spain on the 4th instant, and took over the command of this island from General 
Lersundi the same day. 

It is with great satisfaction that I have to state to your Lordship that not a single 
cargo of slaves has been reported to have been landed in Cuba during the whole term of 
General-Lersundi’s government here, and the appointment of so decided an opponent to 
slavery as the present Captain-General Dulce is to succeed him, is a sufficient guarantee 
that the" ‘reaty between Great Britain and Spain for the suppression of the Slave Trad 
will be faithfully observed. | 

I have, &c 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





No. 101. 
' ' 
Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 38.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 14, 1869. 

' I have the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship a translation of a 
Decree of Emancipation of the Slaves? which has been issued by Don Carlos Manuel de 
Cespedes, Chief of the Insurgent Cuban Governmentiat a 

Beyond the declaration in the preamble that the com emancipation of the slaves 
ought to be one of the first acts of the Government as soon as Cuba is entirely free from 
Spanish rule, the. Decree is a most miserable farce, for it resolves itself in: this, that, if 
& slave-owner wishes to. i his negroes, he is at ey to do so, them 
‘over to be made use of by the Provisional Government in such way.as may ee 
for the good of the country, and he will receive, if he wishes it, a certificate | will 
entitle him to claim the compénsation which may be afterwards voted by the people, 
those who emancipate their negroes first being entitled to a larger indemnity than those 


who'do so later.” 
. There is no obligation, however, on the part of slave-owners to enter, pean such 
Crass “ . ena” beet i ait ay , a q? i 5 2 r by 
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afrangement, and therefore the slaves of Cubans favourable to the Revolution, and those 
of Spaniards and foreigners who remain neutral, will not be interfered with, whereas the 
property of traitors and enemies of Cuban independence is to be confiscated. 

Here a slave-owner can liberate his negro at his pleasure, and from the moment he 
does so the negro is as frée as his former master, whereas, in the districts under the so- 
called free Government of Bayamo, a liberated slave becomes a sort of “ emancipado ” or 
negro : the service of the Government, to be hired out or made use of as may be 
required. 

Rg much for the practical working of the Cuban Provisional Government’s ideas of 
y. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 101. 


Decree respecting the Emancipation of Slaves in Cuba, issued by the Chief of Insurgent 
Cuban Government. 
(Translation.) 


'PHE Cuban Revolution in proclaiming the independence of Cuba has proclaimed 
with it all liberties, and it could ill consent to be so inconsistent as to limit these liberties 
to only one portion of its population. 

Cuba free is incompatible with Cuba upholding slavery, and the abolition of Spanish 
institutions must include and’ does necessarily and for reasons of the greatest justice 
include that of slavery, as the most iniquitous of them all. As such, this abolition 
i‘ consigned among the principles proclaimed in the first manifesto issued by the Revo- 
ution. 

It must occur to the minds of all truly liberal Cubans, that the complete abolition 
of slavery must be the first of the acts with which the country will inaugurate its acquired 
rights. But to the country alone does this act appertain as a general measure, when, in 
the full exercise of these rights, it can determine, by free suffrage, the best way to realize 
it with true benefit to the old as well as to the new citizens. 

The object of the present measures, therefore, is not, nor can it be, to assume a 
right with which those who are at the head of the Revolution are far from considering 
themselves invested, precipitating the solution of so transcendant a question, but, 
at the same time, the Provisional Government, being unable to oppose the exercise of 
the right, which by our laws they have, and which numerous slave-owners wish to put in 
practice, of at once emancipating their slaves, and the convenience of employing these 
freed men for the present in the service of the country, concurring with the necessity of 
preventing the evils which a want of immediate employment might entail upon them and 
upon the country, render it urgent to adopt provisional regulations which may serve to 
guide the military commanders who are serving in different districts of this department, 
in determining the questions which may arise on the subject. 

Consequently, and in the exercise of the authority with which I am invested, I have 
ordered that for the present and until it is otherwise determined by the country, the 
following regulations shall be observed :— 

1, Are declared free those slaves who are at once presented by their owners to the 
military chiefs for this purpose, reserving to those proprietors who may desire it the 
right of claiming the indemnity which the nation may allow, and with option to a larger 
amount than that which may be fixed for those who emancipate later. For this purpose 
proper certificates shall be issued to the owners. 

2. These freed men shall be for the ot employed in the service of the 
country, in such manner as may be determined. 

3. For this purpose a Commission shall be appointed, whose duty it will be to give 
them proper employment, conformable to a tion which will be drawn up. 

4. In all other cases, the slaves of Cubans who are loyal to the cause, and of 
Spaniards and foreigners who are neutral, shall be dealt with in accordance with 
principle of respect for property proclaimed by the Revolution. ee 

5. Slaves of persons convicted of enemies of the country and openl 
adverse to the Revolution, shall be confiscated ‘with their other property, and 
be declared free wittoot svt to indemnity, their services being made use of by the 
country in the manner already prescribed. = = = 

6. To determine the confiscation alluded to in the preceding article a separate 
inquiry must be instituted in each case, ( rl 
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7. Proprietors who offer their slaves for the service of the Revolution without 
dchestis ae Sve eee preserve their title until the general question of 
18 8 c 


ettled. 

8, Shall be declared immediately free all slaves from- Maroon settlements who 
may present themselves to the Cuban authorities, with the right to live us, OF 
to remain in their settlements in the woods, provided they recognize and obey the Revo- 
eS ere 

9. Isolated runaways who may be captured, or slaves who, without the consent of 
their owners, present themselves to the military chiefs, shall not be vrdig. 8 (received) 
without previously consulting their owners, or without an order of this ernment as 
determined in the above decree, 

Country and liberty ! 

Bayamo, December 27, 1868. 

(Signed) CARLOS MANUEL CESPEDES. 





No. 102. 
Commissary Judge Dunlop to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 26.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Havana, March 31, 1869. 

I have the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship, a translation of another 
edict of the Cuban Revolutionary Assembly, published at Camaguey the 26th ultimo, 
abolishing slavery in this island. 

This edict, and the proclamation previously issued by Cespedes, clearly indicate that 
the Cubans have fully determined to carry out the immediate emancipation of the slaves 
here, but under what regulations remains to be seen. 

It is at the same time quite evident that this emancipation does not proceed from any 
truly philanthropic conviction, but rather from motives of expediency, as a means of 
captivating the sympathy of foreign nations in favour of Cuban independence, and of 
gratifying the desire to ruin the island, rather than see it remain as it is under Spanish 
rule 


Be that as it may, the Cuban leaders have managed to demoralize the negroes in 
all that portion of the island which has come under their sway; whilst from Puerto 
Principe to the westward, there has not been any disturbance with the slaves, things 
going on pretty much as usual, the Negroes exhibiting no disposition whatever to revolt, 
or to alter their position by violent means. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. GRAHAM DUNLOP. 





Inclosure in No. 102. 
Decree of the Cuban Revolutionary Junta at Camaguey abolishing Slavery. 


nslation.) 

Ora THE curse of slavery brought to Cuba by Spanish domination should be suppressed 
along with it. The Assembly of Representatives of the Centre, taking into consideration 
the principles of eternal justice, decrees in the name of liberty and the people it 
represents :— 4 

1. Slavery is abolished. 

2. The owners of those who have been hitherto slaves shall be opportunely 
indemnified. bg 

3. All persons who owe their liberty to this decree shall contribute with their efforts 
towards the independence of Cuba. 

4. For this purpose, those who may be considered fit and necessary for berra 
service shall join our ranks, enjoying the same pay and the same treatment (considerations 
as the other soldiers of the liberal army. . : 

5. Those who are not so employed shall contribute whilst the war lasts, by being 
dedicated to the same labour they now perform, £0 fo ee ee uction of the 
estates, and thus help towards the maintenance of those who offer their lives for the 
common liberty, every citizen being under the same obligation, whatever be his cast, 
and if free from military service. 
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Stead shot prescribe the details for carrying out en rs 4 . 
Camaguey, February oF 


(Signed) | ‘SALVADOR DE CISNEROS BETANCOURT. 
IGNACIO AGRAMONTE. Sree 
FRANOISCO SANCHEZ B, 
ANTONIO ZAMBRANA. 
General’ ANGEL CASTILLO.’ 





No. 163. 


Commissary Judge Dunlop to the Earl of Clarendon. —(Received July 30.) 
No. 8.) 
y Lord, - Havana, July 1, 1869. 

IN obedience to Act 6 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such returns to be made on the 
Ist January and ist July in each year, 1 have the honour to report that there was 
no case brought for adjudication before the mixed Commission Court at this place, during 
the last six months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. GRAHAM DUNLOP. 





No. 104, 


Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 30.) 


(No. 10.) 


My Lord, : Havana, August 3, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a translation of a Decree 
which appeared in the ‘ Government Gazette” here on the 30th ultimo, abolishing the 
offices of Registrars of Slaves in this island. 

General Caballero de Rodas states in the preamble to this Decree that his reason for 
doing away with these offices is from a motive of economy, and because they have proved 
useless as regards the purpose for which they were intended. 

I would here remark that the multiplication of offices in this island has always been 
apparently the chief aim of the Spanish Government, and of its representatives here. 

here is, therefore, great room for retrenchment in almost every branch of the adminis- 
tration, and the entire suppression of whole departments, which were only invented with 
the view of extending the Ministers’ and the Captain-General’s patronage, might be 
carried out with great advantage to the public service and the Treasury. 

It is remarkable, however, that this sudden fit of economy should begin by the 
suppression of one of the most necessary offices in Cuba. 

I do not mean to say that there is any need of keeping up a special set of employs 
for the purpose of registration, because the duties connected with it can easily be performed 
by the police ; but I consider that the abolition of the office of Registrar carries with ‘it 
the suppression of the registration of the slaves, which is one of the most necessary checks 
against the fraudulent introduction of the bozals or negrves freshly imported from Africa. 

This step must naturally attract serious attention, for, although a thoroughly accurate 
return of all the slaves in Cuba may never have been obtained, owing to the duplicity of 
some owners, and to the venalty of the employés, yet the mere fact of there sucha 

. registry had its effect npon the mass of the people, and, if the system employed by the 
‘ Government has proved unsatisfactory, the Government has had itself to ‘blame, and 
‘could have easily remedied its defects. 5 a 

The Government can have no excuse whatever for not having carried out a careful 
‘and ‘accurate ree Feed the slaves in the island, if that is the reason it now suppresses 
that registry; but there is a suspicion—although it is difficult to believe in such perfidy, 
except from Spain, whose conduct in eluding her Treaty engagements for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade has been shameful—-that @ revival of the horrible traffic in African 

.ehegroes is not unlikely, and there is no doubt that the ultra-Spaniah party in Cuba are all 
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tintters at heart, and! that the will renew i , af ite hovers, should the t 
aogier erty she ew gin he ad Be macy jagpe 
(Signed) «JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





Tnetosare in 104. 
Decree of Captain-General abolishing the Office of Registrars of Slaves tn Cub. 


(Translation,) ; 

WITH the view of establishing in all the branches of the public administration of 
this island as many measures as may tend to introduce every economy which may be 
compatible with the better perfortnance of the service, considering that the office of 
Registrars of Slaves, created by Royal Order of 23rd November, 1867, far from answering 
the purpose which presided their institution, have been proved by experience to be a 
useless wheel introduced into the administration (Anglice—like the fifth wheel of a 
coach), and exercising the extraordinary powers with which I am invested by the 

preme Government of the nation, I have decreed as follows :— 

Art. 1, All the Registrars of Slaves in this island shall cease in the exercise of 
their functions from the Ist August next, delivering up the archives and other 
effects of the register offices to the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of theit 
respective jurisdictions until further orders, they themselves remaining suspended from 
the said date of 1st August. 

Art. 2. Inspectors of police who, by virtue of the said Royal Order, exercise the 
office of Registrar of Slaves, as well as every person who does so from any other cause, 
shall cease from said date, and shall leave off levying from that day the fee assigned for 
such service, also delivering up the archives and other property of the registry of ‘slaves 
to the Governors or Lieutenant-Governors of their respective jurisdictions. 

Art, 3. This Superior Government is charged with the execution of the present 
Decree, reporting it to the Supreme Government of the nation. 





(Signed) CABALLERO DE RODAS. 
Havana, July 29, 1869. . 
No. 106, 
Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 11. 
My Lord, Havana, August 12, 1869. 


reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 3rd instant on the subject of the 
Captain-General’s Decree, abolishing the offices of oe of Slaves in this island, I beg 
leave to report to your Lordship that General Caballero de Rodas has informed me, in 
eohversation upon the subject, that the registration of the slaves is to be continued as 
usual, although his Excellency considers it is scarcely necessary since the cessation of the 
Slave Trade, and that all he has done is to do away with the multiplication of offices, the 
maintenance of which was only a drag vpon the Treasury. : 
The registers will henceforth be kept at the head-quarters of the Government in each 
district.or separate jurisdiction, presided over by Pies a or Governor. 
! ave, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD, 





No. 106, pi 
Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Karl of Clarendon:(Received October 28,° 


No. 13. 
"ee Havana, September 30, 1869. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship @ translation of a 
Decree, dated the 2lst ultimo, by which the Captain-General bsnpadlcaed ess to 
be given to all emancipados belonging to slave-trading adventures captured between 
the years 1636 to 1842. oe 


d 


a ae ‘HAVANA, 
Tardy justice is certainly better than none at all; but, when one:considers that forty- 


five years have. elapsed since the first of these captures, and twenty-seven since the last 
of those referred to in the Capiainstieneinta Teese, it requires “a comment to 


the iniquitous system which has been pursued by the Spanish Government towards these 
r creatures, 


It is difficult to get at any data with regard to the number of emancipados in Cuba; 


pr: ee mys best information I have been able to obtain, it is safe to estimate it at 
about 4,500. 
These poor wretches are neither more nor less than Government slaves, and have no 
hope of liberty except from the caprice or charity 4 vd Captain-General, 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) | JOHN V..CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure in No. 106. 


Decree, 
(Translation.) 

IN the exercise of the powers which I hold, and in consonance with the Royal 
Decree of 27th October, 185, 1 have just declared exempt from the dependence of the 
Government the emancipados (captured Africans) belonging to the expeditions comprised 
between the years 1824 and 1842, which expeditions bear the following names :—Maria de 
la Gloria, Portugués, Cabafia, Aurelia, Caleta de Barca, Damajayabo, Majana, Macambo, 
Yumuri, and Punta de Maya. 

Therefore the holdc:s of emancipados belonging to the said expeditions will present 
them at the office of the Secretary of the Superior Government within the term of one 
month, in order that, after the usual formalities, they may receive their free papers. 

Havana, September 21, 1869. . 
(Signed) CABALLERO DE RODAS. 





No. 107. 
Acting Commissary Judge Crawford to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received. November 4.) 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Huvana, September 30, 1869. 

IN reporting to your Lordship that there has been no fresh importation of slaves 

from the coast of Africa during the twelve months ending this day, I consider the land- 
ings which were rumoured to have been effected last June in the north-western part of 
Cuba as uncertain, as I have not succeeded in obtaining any of the particulars as to 
number and place, which, considering the political condition of affairs, and the eagerness 
.of the anti-slavery party to get hold of anything reflecting upon the Government, would 
i hardly have been the case had any such importations of Africans really occurred. 
The march of events in Cuba has been very remarkable since the date of my last 
-annual Report, and has revealed some startling facts as regards the general disposition of 

the coloured population. 

On the 10th October, 1868, the standard of independence was raised by the 
yative Cubans in the Eastern Department. That movement spread itself to the central 
portion of the island, but met with no reponse in this, the western and wealthiest part of 
Cuba, so far as any outward manifestation is concerned. 

Tt does not come within the province of this Report to analyze the causes of this 
rebellion, or to discuss any argument for or against it. [ts practical influence with 
regard to the Slave Trade, and the abolition of that great social evil slavery, must, how- 
ever, en earnest attention. 

Don Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, head of the insurgent Government of Cuba, issued 
a Proclamation on the 27th December last, condemning slavery, and providing for the 
freedom of the slaves under certain restrictions, which were no doubt forced upon him by 


the exigencies of the moment, but which were irreconcileable with any true principle of | 


liberty. . 

a much more decided step was taken, however, on the 26th February by the 
insurgent Assembly of Camaguey, by the publication and circulation of a Decree, the 
first Article of which.is couched in these words :—“ Slavery is abolished!” But the final 
Aecision of the Cuban insurgents is embodied in their Constitution, voted at Guaimaro on 
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Para i porery of the is ats ine” Dre we hans, therefore, 


never be consummated in the manner we have seen in the region occupi by the ineur- 


There the slaves have been hastily torn from their homes and plantations; they have 
been armed and forced to erect fortifications, dig trenches, burdens, and perform all 
manner of hard work. They have been taught to live by brigandage, and to fire and 
destroy after pillaging every place they and their leaders come across. Such a desultory 
life has lead to complete disorganization, and must end. in rewakening all the savage 
propensities of -the negro, and in rendering him either unfit or unwilling to comply with 
the requirements of civilization. 

And now comes the most remarkable feature of the whole affair, 

Most of the negro‘slavés who have been forcibly abducted from the r estates and 
other properties bordering on the insurrection, have made their escape, and have returned 
to their masters. Numerous examples of this fidelity, and 1 would even say “good 
sense,” of the negroes have occurred in many parts of the island, for it must be borne 
in mind that all the seaports are held by the Spaniards, and that the neighbourhood within 
a certain radius of the towns and sea-ports is protected by the Government troops and 
volunteers. 

Negresses who have come here from places which have been visited by some of these 
predatory bands—mostly composed of whites, blacks, mulattoes, and Chinese—refuse 
point-blank to return to the one and relate“stories which are too horrible to repeat, 
and which the pen refuses to record. 

What between both parties in campaign there is very little protection for these poor 
women, , 

The emancipation of slavery in Cuba must not be wrought by such means or in such 
a manner. 

Public opinion, the civilization of the ninetcenth century, and, if not philanthropy, at 
least political considerations, must awaken Spain to the absolute necessity of grappling with 
this question at once, - 

Tt is hardly possible to conceive that any social reform of such. importance could be 
carried out suddenly without creating violent perturbation in the whole system of labour 
in the colony, and entailing momentary if not lasting ruin upon the proprietors—indeed 
such is the experience of the British West Indies, and the Southern States of the North 
American Onion. 

Cuba, is, in some respects, differently sitiated from either, and it is possible that the 
immediate freedom of the slaves heré would not be followed by any very serious conse- 
quences, The proprie body reside in the island, and with them their wealth and 
incomes, which are expended chiefly in the improvement of their estates, The language 
and customs are totally distinct from those of the Anglo-Saxon race. The general treat- 
ment of the negro is different, and there is ‘a.certain familiarity between master and slave 
which is peculiar to Cuba ; so that, with all the abjection and ignorance of the plantation 
negro here, he is attached to his master, and has a cat-like affection for his home and his | 
pen. Instances have occurred lately—and this is another remarkable fact—in which the 
negroes have turned out for the defence of their master’s property, and have driven off 
those very parties who have come in the name of the insurrection for the avowed purpose 
of liberating them. a‘ ; ; 

The insurrection, its views and tendencies, are freely and openly discussed in the 
_presence of the negroes from one end of Cuba to the uther, so that they know quite well 
what is going on; and yet there has not been, to my knowledge, any disposition shown 
on their part to hasten, by violence or by flight, the work of emancipation. == 

Can it be that they comprehend the meaning of the threat so constantly repeated, 
that “Cuba shall either be Spanish or a second Santo Domingo,” and that, in witnessing 
the sanguinary and destructive nature of the contest now going on in the island, they are 
resolved to abide quietly the consummation of that dreadful threat?) 

The insurgents did not, I am fully convinced, declare the abolition of slavery from 
any profound conviction of justice, but as a political necessity, and for a political 


- N ot a single ter or slayve-owner outside of the territory occupied by the insurree- 
tion has volun’ emancipated his slaves, which is the most palpable proof that there is 
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‘The bitter pbaized hich arid | ween Spaniard at eo Agha ‘Tend 
‘the solution of the diicetty, sid oe sh ' Pe ; ra, uld ¢ 
undertake. If the Cu’ any bees ig their indey ; 
island to the United Nokes slave , ately ce 
Spaniards, on the other hand, will never Fe up Cite at a iain po Binoy 
they Lament say will only end after a forcible emancipation of the slaves, ae 
Lamy te desiraction of property thrayghout-the-island. But, again, should the insurrec- 

tio quelled, the Spaniards will most probably maintain slavery at all hazards, and a 
revival of the Slave fPrade j is wot at all unlikely. 

That the Cuban proprietors would in that case, out of spite, émandipate their 
is too im it ot hep to be thought of. Such, however, ate the eventualities Sependent 0 on 
the result of the present contest in Cuba. 

The prices of slaves keep up wonderfully under these uncertain prospects, field negroes 
being yore worth from 450 dollars to 550 dollars; domestics and artizans from 500 dollars to. 








f 
: 


* According to the census of 1857, there were 605,461 coloured people in this island, 
viz. -— 







Free Coloured: | 





Slaves. 





In the Eastern’ Department ee oe 96,058 
Western ditto ee os a 129,880 


66,235 
313,288 


Totals oe oe ee 225, 938 


605, 5.461 


but the cholera and the insurrection have made considerable havoc since that time, and 
have probably reduced these numbers 15 per cent. 
There are quite enough left to make any one shudder at the idea of their being let 
loose and employed as instruments of destruction, merely to satisfy a demoniacal spirit of 
revenge. That this intention is shared by every Spaniard, from the Captain-General 
down, there cannot be any doubt, should the tide of war turn against the Spanish eause in 
this unfortunate island. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 
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LOANDA. 
No. 108, 
(io, 98 Consul Vredenburg to Lord Stanley.—(Received January 30, 1869.) 
0, 24 
_ My Lord, Loanda, December 15, 1868. 


I HAVE the honour to ees soe Lordship’s sanction for the expenditure of a sum 
not exceeding 30/. for the purpose of causing a press, &c., to he made for the reception of 
the archives of this Consulate. I have at present no age in-which to deposit them except 
in boxes, which are liable to attack and destruction by white ants. 

I have also the honour to request your Lordship’s authority to destroy duplicate 
copies of Blue-books on Slave Trade, which occupy considerable space, and harbour insects, 
by which, in many instances, they have been seriously injured. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 109. 


Mr. Otway to Consul Vredenburg. 

(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 8, 1869. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge ihe receipt of your — 
No. 24 of the 15th December last, requesting to be allowed to charge to the public a 
sum not exceeding 30/., which you propose to lay out in the purchase of a press for the 
reception of the archives of Her Majesty’s Consulate, and I am to inform you in reply 
that his Lordship is not at present prepared to incur expense for the object in question, the 
estimates for the year (which have eon prepared on the most economical principles) 
having already been submitted to the Lords of the Treasury, 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR OTWAY. 





No. 110, 
Commissioner Vredenburg to Lord Stanley.—{ Received March 18.) 
No. 1.) 
y Lord, Loanda, January 2, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication before 
the Court of Mixed Commission established in this city during the half year ending the 
31st ultimo, 

I have, &c. 


(Signed). W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 111. 


Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—( Received March 18.) 

(No. 2.) te ae Fae 

My Lord, Loanda, January 28, 1869. 

I HAVE had the honour, since my return to my post, to report fully on the present 
state and future prospects of the Slave Trade on the coast to the northward of this 


110 ak LOANDA. 


_ As that Report was incom inasmuch as it contained no infortiiation respecting 
‘to vst personaly the moet eupertol flat: sad eet os the spe the lorena Gar 
person e and seek on t the info on 
d and ahi velcnot ts dbteined here. ag oT 
,_ To enable me to do so, I have applied to the Commodore to place one of Her’ 
Majesty’s ships at my disposal, and | expect at the beginning of March to enter on my 
in 


_ T venture to hope that the step that I propose to take will meet with your Lordsbip’s 





approval. , 
= ----~F-have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 112. 
The. Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Vredenburg. 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Ma: ch 22,1869. 


IN reply to your despatch No. 2 of the 28th January last, I have to inform you 
that I approve. your intention of personally investigating the state of the Slave Trade in 
the territory south of Loanda, as well as the steps which you have taken to compass that 
object, as reported in your despatch above-mentioned. , 


Tam. &e. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 118. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Vredenburg. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 25, 1869. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a note which Ihave received from the 
Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, inclosing a translation of a Decree issued by 
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, dated the 25th of February last, abolishing 
the state of slavery in all the Portuguese Dominions from the date of the publication of 
the Decree, and directing that the slaves thus. emancipated shall pass into the condition 
of “libertos” or freedmen, whose condition is laid down in a Decree dated the 14th of 
December, 1854. 

I also inclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon upon the subject of this Decree, and I should be glad to receive from you any 
observations which you may have to offer upon the effect which the Decree of the 
25th ultimo may have upon the condition of slaves in the Portuguese possessions on tie 
West Coast of Africa. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





Inclogure 1 in No. 118. 
M. Figaniére e Mordo to the Earl of Clarendon. 


My Lord Port ¢ Legation, London, March 12, 1869. 
A WITH reference to the conversation I had the honour to hold with your Excellency 
yesterday, bearing upon the Decree signed at Lisbon the 25th of last month, ic, 
slavery. Chavatghent e territories of Portyguese Crown, I have the honour herewith ~ 
to transmit to your Excellency a translation of the said Decree, as well as of the Report 


w ae it. Ase agate test 

_». Your Excellency will perceive that slayery is put an end. to from the very day the 
Decree was made public, and that all slaves bay called to the condition’ of men 
(libertos), which intermediate state will cease for them on the 29th of April, 1878. 


LOANDA. , iY 


‘Your Excellency is aware of the constant efforts onthe part. of His Majésty’s 
Government, since the year 1854, to bring about this result by an that year, 
for the b) joctlbad slaves; then, in 1856, decreeing the freedom of the issue of’ female 

d as might still be in a state of bondage on 


Inclosure 2 in No. 113. 
Decree, dated February 25, 1869, abolishing Slavery through Portuguese Territories. 


(‘Translation.) A 
ire, Colonial Departmeut, 1st Section. 
THE relations subsisting between the slaves and their owners in the provinces 
beyond sea underwent great modifications in 1854, 1856, and 1858, all tending to 
ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to enable the Government to propose to the 
Cortes, as soon as possible, the complete abolition of slavery throughout the Monarchy. 
Among the measures taken for this object, the following deserve especial mention :— 
1st. The Decree of the 14th December, 1854, ordaining the registry of all slaves 
2nd. The Law of the 24th July, 1856, which declared the free condition of all 
children born of women slaves after the publication of that Law. 
3rd. The Decree of the 29th ree 1856, which ordained that every slave in the 
Portuguese territory should be in a free condition on the day they completed twenty 
years from the date of the said Decree. Likewise those measures which abolished 
slavery in the city of Macan, in the Island of St. Vincent, Cape de Verde, and in all 
territory of the Province of Angola, situated to the north of the River Lifune, comprising 
the populations and forts of Ambriz, Bembe, St. Salvador do Oongo, and others.’ 
To appreciate the importance of the provisions of the Decree establishing the 
registry, it will suffice to point out the following :— , 
1st. That which declared free all slaves tele ing to the State. 
2nd. That which ordained that no individual should be considered legally a slave 
unless it were proved that he was registered within the period marked in the said 
Decree. 
$rd. That which conceded to the slaves the right of obtaining their manumission 
independently of the will of their masters, provided they paid them an indemnity fixed by 
arbiters. 
4th. That which deprived owners of the right to inflict on their slaves corporal 
punishment, a3 i A 
. 6th, That which prohibited the separation, in case of the sale of ‘slaves, of wives 
from their husbands, and young children from their mothers. os Be Se cathe 
As to the law ys: pei that all children born of female slaves stiould be free, its 
action is such that, by the simple effect of this disposition, the state of slavery would | 
come to an end even though no other measure ld be taken’ for that porpoes. And 
as j the Decree of the 29th A 1858, to estimate its imports it will suffice to 
res ees, thet fixes the 29th April, 1878, as the last day for the existence of slavery 
se measures taken in the space of forty months in behalf of the unhappy class | 
referred to, were great steps taken in the path which leads to the detired end—tie . 
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abolition of slavery. It behoves us, therefore, to proceed with prudence equal to that - 
hitherto practised, and it is to be attained by paaatlaria in a spirit of equity the interest 
of the individuals who are at present slaves, the interest of the owners, the welfare of the 
State, and the requirements of Christian civilization, It appears to us that this result 
map be attained if the project of a Decree which we have the honour to present to your 
Majesty should be spprotee of. and in which itis established that .slavery shall be 
abolished throughout the whole Monarchy after the publication of the Law, and that all 
slaves shall into the state of freed men. In that state, and under the conditions 
established by the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, they will remain until the day 
appointed by the Decree of the 29th April, 1858, for the total suppression of slavery 
throughout the Monarchy. Like the freed men (libertos) referred to in the said Decree 
of 1854, so likewise the slaves will be henceforth considered free, and in circumstances 
very similar to those of Chinamen, or the labourers in India, who under volontary 
contract agreed to work during some years in the English and French Colonies. 

In this manner Portugal may bring about the prompt suppression of slavery in all 
her provinces beyond sea, without the system of labour in use there suffering from 
sudden changes, thus avoiding occurrences similar to those which happened in foreign 
o—- after the publication of the Act of complete and immediate emancipation of 
slaves. 

All the European States possessing Colonies have abolished slavery existing in them, 
with the exception of Portugal and Spain. And in the American continent slaves are 
only to be found in Brazil. 

The Portuguese nation which, among those of Europe who peopled territories beyond 
sea, was the first to abolish slavery in some of those territories by the Royal Decree of 
the 16th January, 1773, will certainly not be the last to adopt a measure, having for its 
object to put an end to a state of things in opposition to the spirit of institutions, which 
now for more than thirty-two years have formed the basis of all her laws, a state of 
things which is not sanctioned by her Civil Code, and which is also contrary to the state of 
civilization in Europe and America, where in less than a century, and especially 
within the last few years, many millions of slaves have been called to the condition of 
freemen, 

Based on these considerations, we have the honour to present to Your Majesty the 
following project of a Decree. 

Secretary of State's Office for the Navy aud Colonies, 

February 25. 1869. 
(Signed) MARQUIS DE SA DA BANDEIRA. 
ANTONIO, Bishop of Vizen. 
ANTONIO PEQUITO SEIXAS DE ANDRADE. 
CONDE DE SAMODAES. 
JOSE MARIA LATINO COELHO. 
SEBASTIAO LOPES DE CALHEIROS E MENEZES. 


Decree. 


Having taken into due consideration the report of the Ministers and Secretaries of 
State of the several Departments, having heard the Colonial Board, and in virtue of the 
authority conceded to me by Article 15, paragraph 1, of the Additional Act to the 
Constitutional Charter of the Monarchy, I am pleased to decree the following :— 

Article 1. The condition of slavery is abolished throughout all the territories of the . 
Portuguese Monarchy from the date of publication of the present degree. 

Art. 2. All individuals of either sex, without any exception, who on that day may 
be in a state of slavery will become free, and shall enjoy all the rights, and be subject to 
all the duties conceded to, and imposed on, freedmen (“libertos”) by Decree of the 14th 
December, 1854. 

Art. 3. Services to which the said freedmen shall be obliged, conformably to said 
Decree, shall pertain to the persons to whom, up to such time, they have heen slaves. 

1, The right to such services shall cease on the 29th April, 1878, being the day 
on which slavery would have come to an end in virtue of the Decree of 29th April, 


1858. ! ; 
2. On the said 29th April, 1878, the obligation imposed by the present Decree on 
ailindividuals hereb: é aa end (ithertos aba cease. 
Art. 4. All legislation to the contrary is hereby revoked. The Ministers and 
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Secretaries of State of the several Departments are so to understand it, and to have the 
same enforced. — 


Given at the Palace the 25th February, 1869. 
(Signed) THE KING. 
(Countersigned) Marquis nx Sa va Banpera. 
i Anton10, Bishop of Vizen. 
. Anrowto’‘Prquito Szrxas pr ANDRADE. 
Conpe pr Samopass. 
Jose Maria Latino Cortno. 
Szsastiao Lopes pz CatHetros & MENEZES. 


rr 


No. 114. 


Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 13.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 27, 1869: 

I HAVE the honour to transmit translation of a correspondence that has taken 
place between the Governor-General and myself respecting Manuel Vacca, a black 
piratical chief of the Congo, who was captured some three or four years ago by Com- 
mander Grabbe, of Her Majesty’s ship “Jaseur,” and sent to the Island of Ascension, 
for having, as I was verbally informed, robbed a portion of the equipment of the “ Jaseur ” 
that had been left on shore. ‘ 

The Governor-General, after recapitulating what he considers the facts of the case, 
proceeds to state that Commodore Dowell had intimated to the traders in the Congo his 
intention to set Manuel Vacca at liberty; and his Excellency. concludes by informing me 
that he had received a protest from the traders in the Congo, without distinction of 
nationality, against Commodore Dowell and Her Majesty’s Government, and that it was 
his intention to forward that protest to the Portuguese Government. 

In my reply, I have explained to his Excellency the circumstances which led to 
Vacca’s capture, and have claimed for Her Majesty’s Government the sole right of deter- 
mining what punishment they may think fit to award for a distinct offence committed 
against the British Crown. 

Commodore Dowell informed me that he had addressed a paper to the traders in the 
Congo to ascertain their opinions as to the probable effect of the liberation of Vacca; it 
was scarcely a politic acton his part, as he had fully determined to place that man at 
liberty, and restore him to his home. 

It has resulted—as might have been anticipated—in a unanimous expression of 
disapproval of the course he intends to pursue. ’ 

Tn this case, my Lord, as in other conflicts that have taken place between Her 
Majesty’s cruizerg and the negroes in the Congo and other points to the northward, the 
only information I have obtained is what I have picked up in casual conversation with 
the commanders of Her Majesty's ships. That territory is claimed by the Portuguese 
Crown, and Portuguese interests are seriously involved. 

I have consequently received at various times communications, both verbal and in 
writing, from the Governors-General, to which I haye never been ina position to give 
satisfactory replies. : ; 

_ It would doubtless, as recommended by Commodore Hornby, be advisable to place 
the coast, from the southern point of the French territory, under the jurisdiction of the 
Consul for Angola, and inetd. the islands of St. Thomé and Principe in his commission ; 
but, should your Lordship not see fit to aieyt that course, I would respectfully suggest 
that Her Majesty's Consul in this city should receive an official and detailed account of 
any proceedings which may take place in which Portuguese interests may be involved or 


compromised. ia 
ve, ? 
(Signed) ’ W. VREDENBURG, 


$2 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 114, 
Senhor Goncalves to Consul Vredenburg. 


(Translation ) Palace of the Government in Loanda, 
Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, February 19, 1869. 

ABOUT three or four years ago, as I have been informed, the negro Manuel Vacca 
was captured in the Congo by the cruizers of Her Britannic Majesty, under the pretext 
that his presence injured considerably the legal trade of the Congo, and he was ‘taken to 
the Island of Ascension where he has been detained. 

It appears that lately Commodore Dowell intimated to the traders established in the 
Congo that that individual would be set at liberty and sent on shore, as he could not be 
kept a prisoner for ever. 

Without entering at present into an appreciation of the fact of the detention of 
Vacca, I have for sole object to intimate to your Excellency that I have just received a 
document in which the traders established in the Congo, without distinction of nationality, 
protest against Commodore Dowell and the English Government for the injuries and 

rejudices which may result to the very important trade which is carried on in those parts 
iy the liberation of Manuel Vacca, an individual generally reputed to be of bad habits 
and very prejudicial. 

That protest sent to this Government | shall bring to the notice of the Government of 
His Most Faithful Majesty, that they may take such steps as may be necessary. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO G. GONCALVES, 


Governor-General. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 114. 


Consul Vredenburg to Senhor Goncalves. 


Most I'lustrious and Most Excellent Sir, Loanda, February 22, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch of 
the 1%th instant, in which your Excellency states that, according to the information in 
your Excellency’s possession, the negro Manuel Vacca was three or four years ago 
captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers, and conveyed to the Island of Ascension, and there 
detained on the pretext that his presence caused considerable prejudice to the legal trade 
of the Congo; your Excellency also states that Commodore Dowell had lately communi- 
cated to the traders in the Congo his intention to place Manuel Vacca at liberty, as he 
could not be kept a prisoner in perpetuity; and, lastly, your Excellency informs me that 
you had received a document from the traders of all nationalities, protesting against 
Commodore Dowell and the British Government for all loss or damage that may result 
from the liberation of Manuel Vacca, and that it was your Excellency’s intention to forward 
that protest to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

In reply, I have the honour to make known to your Excellency that Manuel Vacca 
was captured and detained, not solely because he caused considerable injury to the legal 
trade of the Congo, but he completed a large series of piratical acts by the robbery 
of a portion of the equipment of one of Her Majesty’s cruizers. Her Majesty's 
Government have decided that he has received an adequate punishment for the offence of 
which he was guilty, and have determined to release him, Manuel Vacca committed a. 
distinct offence against the British Crown, and it is for Her Majesty's Government alone 
to decide what punishment they may think proper to inflict. 

I hope and believe that the return of Manuel Vacca will not produce the disastrous 
consequences that the traders in the Congo appear to dread. 

" T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 116. 


. The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Vredenburg. 

(No. 8.) 

Sir, : Foreign Office, May 19, 1869. 
WITH toi gab Beateitchs Ses 8 te ik ed’ Aner 1868, coi i 


reference 36, containing 
a Report upon the of the Portuguese barque “ Dahomey,” ich was detained by Her’ 
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sar ship “ Espoir” in the Congo River in the month of March 1866, and adjudicated 
during your absence by the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda, owing to your having withdrawn from the Court, I now 
inclose, for your information, copies of a cuteneee ence which has. aoe sed between the 
Portuguese Represeftative in don and this Department on the subject of the 
compensation to be paid by Her Majesty’s Government to the owners of the “ ‘¥ 
on account of the detention of their vessel. 


Tam, &c. 
: (Bigned) CLARENDON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 115. 
Count Lavradio to Lord Stanley. 


My Lord, acao de Portugal, Londres, le 16 de Novembre, 1868, 

TENDO o Commandante do vapor de guerra de Sua Magestade Britannica 
‘«Espoir” apresado, no dia 3 de Marco de 1866, a barca mercante Portugueza 
* Dahomey,” que se achava na franquia de Agué, Costa de Mina, foi a dita barca logo 
depois levada pelo apresador perante a Commissio Mixta Portugueza e Britannica 
establecida em nda. yr 

A Commissio Mixta, depois de observadas todas prescripcdes do Tratado de 3 de 
Julho de 1842, absolveo, por sentenga de 5 de Junho de 1866, a barca, e condemnou o 
apresador a pagar ao apresado a quantia de vinte e dois contos, e setenta e dois milreis 
(Rs. 22,072$000). Esta indemnisacaio, segundo o que foi estipulado no Artigo IV do 
‘citado Tratado e no Artigo V do seu Annexo B, devia ter sido paga pelo Governo de Sua 
Magestade Britannica no dia 5 de Junho de 1867, em que se completava o anno da 
publicagio da sentenga da Commissio Mixta, mas nfo o foi, posto que sejfio decorridos 
mais de dezasete mezes depois do prazo fatal marcados nos citados Artigos do Tratado 
de 3 de Julho de 1842. 

Isto posto, e tendo, com muita justiga, os proprietarios da barca “ Dahomey” 
requerido o cumprimento da sentenca proferida em 5 de Junho de 1866, pela competente 
Commissio Mixta, recebi eu ordem do Governo de Sua es ea Fidelissima para 
4 vista do que deixo esposto, reclamar o cumprimento do Tratado de 8 de Julho de 1842, 
assim como 0 pagamento dos juros, a contar do dia 5 de Junho de 1867, da somma que 
deveria ter sido paga no referido dia. 

Tenho, &c. 
(Assignado) LAVRADIO. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 118. 


‘The Earl of Clarendon to M. Figaniére e Morao. 


M. le Ch d'A ffaires, Foreign Office, April 9, 1869. 
WITH reference to the note which I had the honour Medes to you on the 3ist 


ultimo, I now hasten to apprize you that the Lords Commissioners of. Her Majesty’s 
have instructed their Solicitor to put himself in communication with 
Messrs, Knowles and Foster, the Agents in this country of the owners of the ship 


« oc anal with a view to the settlement of the claims preferred by the owners of that 
vessel. 


T am, &c. i 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 115, i 
The Earl of Clarendon to M. Figaniére e MorGo, May 17, 1869. 
(See Inclosure 1 in No. 42.] 
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No. 116. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Vredenburg. 
(No. 9.) 


Sir, , Foreign Office, May 21,4869, - 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 1 of the 27th February last, inclosing copies — 
of a correspondence which has passed between big en! and the Cirectuce Generel of 
Angola, on the subject of the intended release by Commodore Dowell of the Congo 
pirate Manuel Vacca, who has for the last three years been detained in the Island of 
Ascension. 

I have in reply to acquaint you that it would appear from a Report received a short 
time since from Commodore Dowell that that officer has given up all idea of releasing 
Vacca, at any rate for the present ; and, should you not already have done so, you will on 
the receipt of this despatch inform the Governor-General of the change that has taken 
place in the Commodore’s plans with regard to Vacca. 


T am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 117. 


Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 5.) 
(No. 3.) 
My Lord, Mossamedes, April 10, 1869. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th January last, I have the honour to 
report to your Lordship that I left Loanda on the 12th of last month on board Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Jaseur,” for the purpose of inquiring personally into the present state of 
the Slave Trade on the coast to the southward of that city. 

I was prevented by the rollers, which had set in with great violence, from disembark- 
ing at many spots that I wished to visit. I landed, however, at Lobito, Benguela, and 
Elephant Bay ; we steamed into Equimina, but landing was perfectly impracticable. At 
Benguela I had a long and interesting conversation with the Governor. He informed me 
that about two years ago he had certain suspicions that an attempt might be made to 
ship slaves from Equimina, and that he had communicated his suspicions to the Governor- 
General, but he had subsequently satisfied himself that they were unfounded, and had 
arisen solely from the circumstance of the property being under the management of a 
person who had been previously a notorious slave-captain. 

I was aware before I left Loanda that Quirino, the captain of the “ Santo Antonio,” 
who had given us so much trouble, was in charge of Equimina ; but, as I have already had 
the honour of reporting, that estate is now the property of a joint-stock company, the 
shareholders of which are, with one or two exceptions, persons of high and responsible 
positions, and perfectly incapable of engaging in any Slave Trade speculations. 

The general result of my inquiries was such as to satisfy me that, since the “ Aurora” 
escaped from Benguela Velha, with a cargo of slaves in October 1865, no attempt has 
been made to ship slaves on any part of the coast of Kenguela and Mossamedes, and that 
there is no probability of the revival of the Traffic in Slaves in those districts. 

' I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 








No. 118. 
Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 3.) 


I am desired to make on the Decree issued by the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty on the 25th Fovons last, shone ba rh slavery in me the Portu- 

uese possessions, ma. expressed in very few words. e Decree in question changes 
the name of “slave * into that ot “ liberto,” but it ‘does no more. I have never suc- 
ceeded in discovering any difference between the position of the slave and that o' the 
liberto. When, therefore, I mention libertos, I may be understood as speaking of slaves 
under another name. 
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The Decree of the 25th February, however, affords me an opportunity of entering 
' into the whole question of the service of libertos ; and I have now the honour to submit 
to your Lordship certain facts, and my observations based thereon. 

By the 7th Article of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, confirming the regu- 
lation of 26th October, 1853, all slaves imported by land are to be considered in 
the condition of libertos, with the obligation of serving ten years; and by the 1st section 
of that Article, it is permitted to sell their services for the whole or a portion of the 
time they have to serve. 

Now, my Lord, even if the provisions of the Decree were carried out, the institution 
of slavery would be perpetuated by the constant introduction of fresh libertos from the 
interior; but, as a matter of fact, the provisions of the Decree, as to the libertos obtain- 
ing their liberty at the termination of ten years’ service, are totally disregarded. Many 
thousands ought now to be their own masters; those really so are a few dozens, and 
those principally inhabitants of this city, who, possessing somewhat more intelligence 
than the negroes in the country, addressed themselves to Lieutenant Nascimento Sam- 
paio, the chief of police, a most honourable and upright officer, and he brought their 
eases before the Junta Protectora. It is not till latterly that any attempt was made in 
the interior to keep the registers with any degree of regularity. The negroes there are 
ignorant and stupid; they have no one to advise them or protect them, and they will 
remain, under the present administration of the law, condemned to forced service all 
their lives. 

In what does that differ from slavery? On my way back from Mossamedes, I had 
some conversation with the Juiz de Direito of Benguela on this subject—Benguela is a 
place of considerable importance, and the second city in the province. I remarked to 
the judge that it was probable that very few libertos in Benguela who had completed 
their term of service had been set at liberty. His answer was, that he was not aware 
that there was one. There must, nevertheless, be a vast number of libertos in Benguela 
who ought by law to be free; but it appears to be nobody’s business to see that they 
obtain their liberty. 

The “Junta Protectora dos Esclavos e Libertos” have great powers conferred on 
them by the decree of the 14th December, 1854. If they were to use those powers they 
would find, I think, that half of the blacks now kept in servitude in this city, and many 
more in the country, had never been registered, and were therefore free by operation of 
the law; but in their case, as in the case of most boards, it is nobody's business in parti- 
cular, so nothing is done. It is easy, of course, to strike out of the register the names 
that were entered more than ten years ago. But where are the owners of those names? 
They have been so often sold, resold, and transferred, that it would be impossible to 
trace them; and in the cases where they can be found, I fear there is no one to tell them 
that they are their own masters. How many thousands have been shipped to.the island 
of San Thomé, where, it must be noted, they are registered anew, and have to serve ten 
years, although they may have already served months or years in this province. Indeed, 
my Lord, as far as I can understand the system of registration, I see no reason why a 
man should not be perpetually re-registered. If he is too well known in one district, his 
services can be sold to a person in a neighbouring district (“concelho”), and he may there 
be presented as having been newly imported from the interior, and have to commence 
his ten years’ period. although he may have already served eight or nine years. It is 
unnecessary, however, to take that trouble, as he may be kept where he is, and no one 
will interfere in the matter. 


I do not remember that the Governor-General took exception to any of my obser- 
vations. He said that, if it was brought to his knowledge that any one was in servi- 
tude who ought to be free, he would take steps to ae him set at liberty ; and he aves 
regulations contained in the Decree of 14th December, 1854, Those difficulties I admit ; 
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regulations which provide for the perfect freedom of the liberto after ten years’ service. 
The absence of system, the want of communication and: roads between the different 
districts (“concelhos”), the utter administrative disorganization and immorality, and the 
facility with which a liberto can be withdrawn from the operation of the law, render the 
execution of the Decree impossible; the ten years’ service imposed by the Decree conse- 

uently becomes, in the great majority of cases, forced and unremunerated labour for 
life. As it is easy to put the law in force when the negro is to be enslaved, and imprac- 
ticable when he is to be set at liberty, there remains no alternative but to close the 
registers, modify the 7th Article of the Decree of the 14th December, 1854, and prohibit 
the introduction into the province of negroes in a servile condition, either under name of 
slave, liberto, or under any other designation, if the Portuguese Government seriously 
wish to put an end to slavery, not merely in name, but in fact. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 119. 
Mr. Hammond to Commissioner Vredenburg. 
(No. 10.) 
Sir Foreign Office, August 16, 1869. 


I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you herewith a copy of 
a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Havana,* reporting that two cargoes of 
slaves are alleged to have been landed in Cuba from the coast of Africa, and I am 
to instruct you to use your best endeavours to ascertain what foundation there may be for 
this report, 
I am, &e. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 120. 


Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 16.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 1, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to report that no case has been brought for adjudication before 
the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established in this city during the half-year 
ended yesterday. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 121. 
Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 16.) 
o. 7.) 
y Lord, Loanda, July 26, 1869. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 8 
of the 19th May last, inclosing copies of correspondence on the subject of the com- 
pensation to be paid by Her Majesty’s Government to the owners ofthe “ Dahomey” on 
account of the detention of their vessel. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No, 122. : 
Commissioner Vredenburg to Mr. Wylde.—(Received October 1Y.) 


_ My dear Wylde, i MA _ Loanda, September 1, 1869. 
wrote to me oes ee of slaves that he had heard had taken place 
the beginning of the year. He says that you were incredulous—you might faye been 
* Class C, No. 72. : eae 
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yesterday from him (by message) that there was no foundation for the al de No ship- 
ment can take place without my hearing of it, at least after the event, and I should most 
certainly have picked up some information about.a os to the south during the two 

the “Plover,” and other persons. 
to whom I URN ga on the subject, assure me y what I was certain before) that 
no shipments this port. The whole affair is a 





canard. 
Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 128. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Vredenburg. 
(No, 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 26, 1869. 


I HAVE to inform you that, in consequence of the suppression of the Slave Trade on 
the West Coast of Africa, Her Majesty’s Government have entered into negotiations with 
the United States and Portugal to do away with the Mixed.Commission Courts established 
by the three Powers at the Case of Good Hope, Loanda, and New York, and that when 
these arrangements are completed it will be unnecessary any longer to maintain the staff 
attached to those Courts. ‘ 

I have proposed, however, to the Treasury to maintain a Vice-Consul at Loanda for 
the purpose of guarding against any revival of the Slave Traffic, and of protecting British 
interests in the legitimate trade which has sprung up there. 

I am also in communication with the Treasury respecting the compensation allow- 
ances which must necessarily be granted to the various officers who will unavoidably lose 
their appointments, and a further communication will be made to you when this question 
is settled ; but, in the mean time, I think it right to give you and the officers of your Court 
timely notice of the proposed measure, which will take effect as soon as the necessary 
preliminary arrangements can be completed. 

I desire, in conclusion, to express my entire approval of the manner in which the 
duties of-your Court have been conducted, and my regret at the termination of your 

“connection with my Department. . 
Tam, &c. : 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 





No. 124. 
Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 6.) 
Separate ) 
i Lord, anda, October 1, 1869. 


Lo 
I HAVE the honour to transmit my Report on the Slave Trade during the year 
ending yesterday. é Poa ; 
ve, 


: pate 
(Signed) 'W. VREDENBURG. 





te 


Inclosure in No. 124, 
: Annual Report on the Slave Trade. 
1 HAVE the honour to report that, d the twelve months ending yesterday, no 
apt was made to revive the pleat, Ae Trade on any part of : coast under 
my supervision.’ Tne ma ee ‘ 


- i { 4 
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Negroes , are still occasionally sent einai Vale port to St. Thomé, but, as the present 


panied them shall represent in som the character he assumes, the number of those _ 
who for some months past have been shi es isnt Ne hasten eae 
? os 3 ahs (Sign . VRED URG, 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Loanda, October 1, 1869. 





No. 125. 
Commissioner Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received December 6.) 


0. 9.) 
a Lord, © Loanda, October 6, 1869. 
WITH reference to Mr. Otway’s despatch No. 10 of 16th August, inclosing 
copy of d from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, reporting that two 


cargoes of slaves were alleged to have been landed in Cuba from the coast of Africa, 
I have the honour to inform your Lordship that, in contemplation of my Annual 
Report, I had a few days only before the receipt of Mr. Otway’s despatch completed a 
most searching inquiry into Slave Trade matters during the last tele months, and I 
think that I am in a position to assure your Lordship that, should the fact be established 
that two cargoes or any slaves have been landed in Cuba during the present year, they 
were not shipped from any part of the coast to the i enie of Cape Lopez. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


oe ee Js 


NEW YON) 0 





No. 126. 
"Commissioner Archibald to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 23.) 
(No. 1.) : sp 
My New York, January 4, 1869 


; have the honour to report. fo your, Lordship that no case has been: ought for 
elton before the Court of Med Comminasuetsexfalined sé New Tonk hae 
the Treaty between Great Britian and the United States of America for the suppression 
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The Earl of Clarendon to Commissioner Archibald. 


(No. 2.) A 
Sir. as igen _ Foreign Office, November 26, 1869. 

I HAVE to inform you that, in cotiseqtiencé of thé suppression’ of the Slave Trade 
on the West Coast of Africa, Her Majesty’s Governmént have enteréd into negotiations 
with the United States and Portugal to do away with the Mixed Commission Coutts’ 
established by the three Powers at the Cape of Good Hope, Loanda, and New York, and 
that when these arrangements are completed it will be unnecessary any longer to maintain 
the staff attached to those Courts. ; 

I am in communication with the Treasury respecting the compensation allowances 
which must necessarily be granted to the’ various officers who will unavoidably lose their 
appointments, and a further communication will be made to you when this question is 
settled ; but in the meantime I think it right to give you and the officers attached to your 
Court timely notice of the proposed measure, which will take effect as soon as the necesary 
preliminary arrangements can be completed. isda ase 

T desire, in conclusion, to express my entire, approval of the, manner in; which the 
duties‘of your Court have been conducted, and my regret at the termination of your 
-. ednnection: with my Department. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON, 





SIERRA LEONE. 





No. 128. , 
Judge Kennedy to Lord Stanley.— (Received February 2.) 


(No.1. General.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1869. 

_ I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no cases have been adjtidicated 
by the several British and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony 
for the prevention of the illicit Traffic im‘ Slaves, during the half-year ending on the 
31st December, 1868."* ahs 

T have, &c 


(Signed) © A. E. KENNEDY. 





No. 129. 
Judge Kennedy to Lord Stanley.—(Keceived February 2.) 


(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 5, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been emancipated, 
and consequently none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed Commission at this 
Station, during the half-year ending.on the 31st December, se 

. have, &c. 
(Signed) A. E, KENNEDY. 





No, 130. a ‘ 
" Judge Kennedy to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 6:) 


(No. 7:) ' ; hot 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1869. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no cases have been adjudicated 
by the several British and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Settle- 
ment for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, during the half-year ending this 


day 
I have, &c, 
(Signed) A. E, KENNEDY. 





No. 131. 
The Earl of Clarendon to Judge Kennedy. 


0, 2. 
Soh ! Foreign Office, August 5, 1869. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that T ‘have réceived a letter eee 2) from the co 
del Moral, informing me that Don José Manuel de Echeverri has been appointed Consul on 
the part of Spain, and Judge in the Mixed Commission Court. at Sierra Leone, in the 
place of Don Miguel Suarez y Guafiez, whose commissions sdigt Poy cases ; : 

j am, ms ; : : 
(Signed) _ CLARENDON. 
pa 


ans < 
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Fas? , f ; i viito Hes Felts, aA oy. NO. 183:' PS rete ei 

@ ‘ Mr. Hammond to Judge Kennedy. ‘dee mare 
0/8)" aes. gt 

in, TS tat j i he eles am Foreign. August 17, 1869. 
apis hs Uy Coneatonat Ste ming a ts Pe 
\" "s at * 
_ of ss are alleged to been landed in Cuba from the coast of Africa, and I am to 


instruct you to use your best endeavours to ascertain what foundation there may be for 
this report. 


, & 


c. 
E. HAMMOND. 


~, Lam 
2 (Signed) 





No. 138, 
Mr, Otway to Acting Judge Smith. 


No. 1.) 
a Foreign Office, September 3, 1869. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Arthur 
Kennedy's despatch General No. 9, of the 14th ultimo, and I am to state to you that his 
Lordship approves the arrangement made for the discharge of his duties as Commissioner 
during his absence on leave. I am, however, to add that Lord Clarendon, in conjunction 
with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, has, in consequence of Sir Arthur Kennedy’s 
absence, decided to suspend the pp out of the instructions sent to him to proceed 
to Monrovia, in one of Her Majesty’s s ips of war, in order to confer with the Liberian 
Government respecting the questions pending between them and Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR OTWAY: 





No. 134. 
Acting Judge Smith to Mr. Otway.—(Received September 29.) 


No. 11. General.) KAS ti 
ir, Sierra Leone, September 10, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour-to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 3, of the 
17th ultimo, addressed to Sir Arthur Kennedy, transmitting to him, by the directions of 
the Earl of Clarendon, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Havana, reporting that two cargoes of slaves are alleged to have been landed in 
Cuba from the coast of Africa, and instructing him to use his best endeavours to 
ascertain what foundation there may be for this report. 

I shall use all the means in my power to learn whether or not this-report be correct. 
In the meantime I may state that up to the 15th ultimo, when Sir Arthur Kennedy left 
this Settlement on a visit to England, no such information had reached him. ~ 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH, 





No. 136,. 
Acting Judge Smith to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 26.) 


No. 14. General.) » ay 

y. Sierra Leone, September 30,1869. ~ 
_I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that no cases have been adjudicated, 

tie sates Sieeelpates, by the Mixed Courts of Justice established here, during the year 

en 8 day. ‘ a 

Me "Sie same period no vessels have been prosecuted in the Vice-Ad Court of — 
this place for Slave Trade pespoees nor have any canoes been seized within British waters 
for being engaged in that ic. é ets Siege 

* Clam C, No. 72. 
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Having used all the means in my power, I have been unable to obtain any informa- 


tion respecting Slave ‘lrade operations, either to the north or to the south of this Settle- 
ment. z , 


The strict surveillance exercised by Her Majesty’s cruizers, the demand made} for 


taken place on the West Coast. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WM. SMITH. 
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